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Traders Body Rahul to
Defer Nov 1 Rally, Warns of
Rs 10,000 Cr Trade Loss

New Delhi: The Chamber of Trade and Industry (CTI) has urged Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi to postpone the INDIA bloc's November 1 rally at Delhi's
Ramlila Maidan until after November 10, warning that it could disrupt business
worth Rs 10,000 crore during the peak Diwali shopping season. In a letter to
Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha, CTI chairman Brijesh
Goyal said the rally could affect wholesale and retail markets around Ramlila
Maidan at a time when traders expect heavy customer footfall ahead of
Dhanteras and Diwali.

Goyal said Delhi records business worth around Rs 25,000 crore across
sectors such as gold and silver, electronics, clothing, utensils, dry fruits, sweets,
automobiles, property and gift items around Dhanteras, which falls on
November 6 this year. Diwali will be celebrated on November 8, followed by
Bhai Dooj on November 10. The traders' body said markets generally see
increased activity about a week before the festivals, making the timing of the
rally a matter of concern for traders.

According to the CTTI's assessment, traders in Delhi have already suffered
losses of around Rs 3,000 crore in October due to rallies, marches and road
closures in Connaught Place, India Gate and central Delhi. The disruptions
affected the movement of goods to wholesale markets and reduced customer
footfall at retail outlets, it claimed. The organisation also pointed to around 20
wholesale and retail markets within a five-kilometre radius of Ramlila Maidan,
including Chandni Chowk, Sadar Bazar, Chawri Bazar, Bhagirath Palace, Khari
Baoli, Kashmere Gate, Nai Sarak, Mori Gate, Kinari Bazar, Dariba, Daryaganj,
Ajmeri Gate, Jama Masjid, Karol Bagh and Azad Market.

These markets supply goods to different parts of the country, and traffic
diversions, barricading and possible restrictions on public transport during
the rally could disrupt business operations, CTI said. Goyal expressed concern
over the possible inconvenience to traders and buyers travelling to Delhi from
other states through the Old Delhi and New Delhi railway stations. He said
restrictions on roads and heavy crowds could discourage outstation buyers
from visiting the capital during the festive season.

While acknowledging the right to peaceful protest and democratic
expression, CTI urged political parties to avoid holding large rallies in key
commercial areas until the festival period ends. The traders' body requested
the leader of the Congress party, a core constituent of the opposition INDIA
bloc, to consider holding the rally after November 10, saying the postponement
would help protect business activity during one of the busiest periods of the
year. The opposition rally is aimed at ramping up pressure on the government
over the "vote chori" issue and for Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar's resignation over the alleged irregularities in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. On October 12, protests over the "vote theft"
charge reached the Supreme Court's doorstep, with opposition leaders, activists
and civil society members participating in a 'March for Democracy' along a
heavily barricaded route in Delhi and filing a joint petition against the SIR.
Gandhi hosted INDIA bloc leaders for tea at his home on October 13. After
the meeting, the opposition bloc vowed to continue resisting and to take the
"vote chori" fight to its logical conclusion.

Bunny Vas, Priyadarshi Face
Backlash Over Telangana Remarks

W/ v-w—n

The upcoming film Idupu Kayitham has sparked debate over its Telangana
connection ever since its title was announced. With discussions surrounding
the film increasingly touching on the Telangana-Andhra divide, remarks made
during promotional events have now triggered controversy. Producer Bunny
Vas drew criticism from several Telangana viewers after saying that he had
not expected to see so much greenery and so many paddy fields in the region
until he visited a remote village for the film’s shoot. While he may have intended
to express surprise at the landscape, his comments were perceived by some as
an uninformed generalisation about Telangana. Lead actor Priyadarshi also
faced criticism for his remarks at the same event. Referring to a scene in the
film’s promotional material, he spoke about serving liquor at wedding feasts
and other gatherings in a manner that appeared to suggest it was a widespread
practice across Telangana. Social media users questioned the generalisation,
pointing out that customs and traditions vary across households and
communities. His comments drew criticism for seemingly portraying a
particular practice as representative of the entire region. Interestingly, both
remarks came from the same promotional event, adding to the controversy
surrounding a film that has already attracted attention for its Telangana
connection. What might have been intended as casual observations has instead
sparked an avoidable debate, highlighting the need for greater sensitivity when
discussing a region’s culture, people and traditions.

Tiger Shroff Firing: Mumbai Cops Recover
Two Firearms from Surat

Mumbai: Mumbai crime branch has recovered two firearms allegedly used
by assailants to fire at actor Tiger Shroff's car and ten live cartridges from
Surat in Gujarat, a police official said on Saturday. The recovery was made on
Friday during targeted operational raids conducted by investigating officials
in connection with the case. According to a police official, crime branch teams
tracked the logistical trail of the weapons provided to the assailants, leading
them to a hideout in Surat where the firearms were recovered. The recovered
weapons and ammunition have been sent for forensic examination and ballistic
testing to match them with the empty shell casings retrieved from the crime
scene. Further investigation is underway to trace additional links in the supply
chain, the police official added. At least two men fired gunshots at Shroff's car
in Mumbai's Juhu area on the evening of October 18 before speeding away on
a motorcycle. The actor escaped relatively unhurt, while his driver and a
bystander were injured.

According to Mumbai Police, five to six rounds were fired at the car. A
motorcycle, allegedly used by the shooters, was found abandoned in Andheri.
The Mumbai Police have registered a case under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Arms Act for attempt to murder and other offences. Ten persons have
been apprehended in the case so far from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and
Haryana. Mumbai Police have named gangster Anil Pandit, who had claimed

responsibility for the firing on Tiger Shroff, as a wanted accused in the case.
Pandit is an alleged associate of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang believed to be
operating from the US. He had claimed responsibility for the October 18 attack
on the actor in a social media post.

DMK, AIADMK Slam ‘Sleep Mode’ TVK
Govt Over Rising Crimes Against Women

Chennai: Opposition Dravidian parties on Friday slammed Chief Minister
C Joseph Vijay over a spike in crimes against women in Tamil Nadu, accusing
him of being in "sleep mode" and advising women to protect themselves. The
criticism followed a series of crimes reported over a short span, including an
armed midnight intrusion in Tuticorin district that left a woman dead, and the
alleged sexual harassment of a college student near Nagercoil in Kanyakumari
district by a TVK functionary. Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly and
DMK leader Udhayanidhi Stalin termed the government a "sofa model"
dispensation led by a CM who prioritised "shooting reels over public safety".
AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami claimed that the all-
women Singappen Special Task Force, launched in June to protect women,
had gone into "hibernation mode", and urged girls and women to carry self-
defence gear in their handbags.

"What is happening in Tamil Nadu? Will the CM wake up from his sleep
mode?" Udhayanidhi Stalin asked in a post on X on Friday, listing a series of
crimes in the state. Referring to the midnight break-in near Sathankulam in
Tuticorin district, the DMK youth wing secretary said an armed gang entered
a house while the family was asleep. Mary Regila was killed on the spot,
while her husband and son were hospitalised with serious injuries. The gang
also abducted her two daughters, who were rescued by police a few hours
later. Udhayanidhi Stalin, who represents the Chepauk-Tiruvallikeni Assembly
constituency in Chennai, cited incidents of serious offences against minor girls
in Tirunelveli and Velankanni. He pointed to allegations against a district
functionary of the ruling TVK in Kanyakumari, accused of sexually harassing
a college student. He claimed that crimes had risen significantly since the
government assumed office in May.

"Even after five months in power, when will effective action be taken to
control these crimes?" he asked, demanding prompt, fair and thorough legal
action to ensure justice for the victims' families. Palaniswami demanded
stringent action, without political interference, against those involved in the
alleged harassment of the college student near Nagercoil. According to reports,
Christopher, a district functionary of the TVK, allegedly targeted the student

f!,O@GUGU)I.D

on the pretext of helping her while she was waiting for a bus. In a post on
social media on Friday, Palaniswami expressed shock over the incident. "When
the CM proudly claimed that this administration would be the 'Number 1
government in protecting women,' he seemingly forgot about the elements
within his own party," he said, alleging a rise in harassment cases involving
ruling party functionaries. Mocking the government's much-publicised
protection initiative, he asked: "Where has the much-hyped Singappen Special
Task Force gone amid these atrocities? Has it gone into hibernation mode?"
He urged young women and schoolgirls to be vigilant. "Here is an affectionate
request to the women and girls of Tamil Nadu: if strangers, especially those
belonging to the ruling party, approach you under the pretext of offering help,
contact the police immediately," he said. He also advised them to carry self-
defence equipment in their handbags, adding that "the pathetic reality of this
regime is that 'we are our own protection’."

Madras HC Reiterates Rules for
Non-Hindus Visiting Temples

Madurai: The Madurai bench of the Madras High Court has stressed that
non-Hindus visiting Hindu temples must comply with the prescribed guidelines
and respect the customs and practices of the respective temples. The court
was hearing a public interest litigation filed by Thangam Venkatesh of Madurai,
seeking regulations to prevent non-Hindus from entering temple mandapams
and proceeding beyond the flagstaff.

The petitioner’s plea comes amid allegations by Hindu organisations that
fisheries minister Srinath, a non-Hindu, had visited the Tiruchendur Murugan
temple recently without submitting a written undertaking affirming his faith in
the deity and his willingness to respect Hindu religious beliefs and temple
customs. During the hearing, the judges referred to guidelines the High Court
framed in January 2024 in a similar case on visits by non-Hindus to Hindu
temples. They reiterated that visitors from other faiths must abide by the
prescribed norms. The judges also referred to Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s
recent visit to the Meenakshi Amman temple in Madurai, where he followed
the prescribed procedures, and noted the presence of people from other faiths
at the Arunachaleswarar temple in Tiruvannamalai.

“Q"_&i,_

DF Bathukamma Celebrations in Washlngton, D.C.

Washington, DC: The Telangana Development Forum (TDF),
Washington DC Chapter, marked the 21st year of its Bathukamma and
Dasara Sambaralu celebrations at John Champe High School in Aldie,
Virginia, on Sunday, October 18, continuing its longstanding mission
of preserving Telangana’s rich cultural heritage among the Indian
diaspora. The annual celebration highlighted the cultural significance
of Bathukamma, Telangana’s traditional festival of flowers, which
symbolizes nature, womanhood, prosperity, and community
togetherness. The 2026 festivities featured a program centered on
Telangana’s vibrant folk traditions, with singers Shalini and Bikshu
Nayak among the advertised musical attractions. The celebrations also
included planned cultural performances, traditional music,
Bathukamma competitions, and activities designed to bring families
and younger generations closer to their cultural roots. The event was
organized under the leadership of Bathukamma convenors Manjusha
Nampelly and Rudra Bheemreddy, with cultural coordination by Sri
Lakshmi Poloju and Navnatha, supported by cultural advisor
Manjuvani. Advisors Kavita Challa, Vinaya Surineni and Kalpana
Boinpally, procession coordinators Archana Seshu, Sudha Kamchatka,

and Anu, and international media coordinator Anu Kadevari were also
associated with the organizing committee, alongside a dedicated team
of coordinators and volunteers. One of the central objectives of the
annual celebration is to introduce children and young adults growing
up in the United States to the cultural traditions of Telangana. Through
Bathukamma songs, traditional attire, floral arrangements and
community participation, the festival helps bridge generations while
strengthening connections to the homeland. With 21 years of
Bathukamma celebrations in the Washington DC metropolitan area,
TDF DC has established a longstanding cultural tradition that continues
to connect Telangana families living across Northern Virginia,
Maryland and Washington, DC. Founded in 1999, Telangana
Development Forum USA works to promote Telangana’s cultural
identity while supporting social development and community welfare
initiatives. The annual celebrations stand as a testament to the enduring
spirit of Telangana’s diaspora, reflecting how the state’s traditions,
culture and sense of community continue to flourish far beyond India’s
borders.
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