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Won't Win Elections
Till 2030: Amit Shah
Slams Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi: Launching a scathing attack on the Opposition, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Thursday asserted that the Congress party would not
be able to win elections even by 2030 due to its “negative politics”. He accused
Rahul Gandhi of raising “vote theft” allegations to safeguard the vote bank of
infiltrators, while warning AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal that his
party would be “rooted out” of Punjab.

Shah also targeted AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal, asserting that
people would deliver a “befitting reply” by voting out the Aam Aadmi Party
government in Punjab. Addressing a gathering in the national capital, the Home
Minister dismissed the Congress party’s repeated questions about the neutrality
of the Election Commission of India (ECI), remarking that the grand old party
blames democratic institutions only when it loses elections.

“I want to tell Rahul Gandhi that you want to save the votes of infiltrators
by levelling allegations of vote theft. The Congress has not been elected in
several states for decades, and this trend began long before PM Modi came to
power,” Shah said. Taking a swipe at Congress’s electoral fortunes, Shah added,
“The way you are pursuing negative politics, I want to tell you that you will
not be able to win elections even by 2030... Where you win, the Election
Commission is doing well, but whenever you lose, the Election Commission
is deemed faulty. If you can hear my words, remember that your turn will not
come for the next 30 years.”

Turning his attention to AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal, Shah accused the
former Delhi Chief Minister of focusing on protests while neglecting basic
civic governance in the national capital. “I want to tell Kejriwal that the people
will give you a befitting reply by rooting out the AAP government from Punjab.
You only engaged in politics through agitations and protests. You did nothing
to clear the towering heaps of garbage from Delhi,” the Home Minister said.

Highlighting the Central government’s efforts to clear the capital’s landfill
sites, Shah added, “We are working tirelessly in this direction. In a very short
span of time, these garbage dump locations will be transformed into beautiful
public gardens.” Shah inaugurated and laid the foundation stones for 43 Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) projects worth 78,941 crore, aimed at revitalising and cleaning
the Yamuna River. He emphasised that the newly launched initiatives would
serve as the backbone of the river’s comprehensive rejuvenation and improve
the city’s drinking water infrastructure. “Today, [ am here among you in Dwarka
for the inauguration and groundbreaking ceremonies of significant projects
worth 79,000 crore, aimed at the purification of the Yamuna. These projects
serve as the backbone for the cleaning of the Yamuna,” Shah said. He added
that soon after the formation of the government in Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi convened a meeting within the first month and presented his
vision for cleaning the Yamuna to the Delhi government and the Ministry of
Home Affairs. “In such a short span, we have already covered more than 40%
of the journey toward this goal. Today, these projects, worth 79,000 crore and
encompassing both the treatment of wastewater and various initiatives related
to drinking water, are being inaugurated and initiated through groundbreaking
ceremonies, thanks to the efforts of Rekha Gupta and Pravesh Verma,” he
said.

Chhattisgarh: Surrendered Maoist Ends
Life at Naxal Rehab Centre

Raipur: A surrendered Maoist on Wednesday died allegedly
by suicide at the rehabilitation Centre in Bijapur under south
Bastar in Chhattisgarh, police said. This was the first such incident
reported in Bastar. Twenty-six-year-old Narsu Boddy alias Naiti
was found hanging at the rehabilitation Centre opened for
surrendered Maoists at district headquarters of Bijapur, a senior
district police officer said. He had been undergoing skill
development training at the Centre since July 23, the police officer
said. “The cause of his death by suicide is yet to be ascertained”,
the police officer said. A team of officials from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) as well as police rushed to the spot
after receiving the information about the incident. A case has
been registered and a probe into the incident is on, police said.

Sonia Gandhi Joins

Instagram, Shares First
Look of Her Book

New Delhi: Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
joined the social media platform Instagram on Thursday and shared her first
video, offering a first look at her upcoming memoir, Belonging: A Journey of
Love. In her first Instagram post, Sonia Gandhi expressed gratitude while
sharing the book’s first look. “Hello everyone, I’'m truly grateful to share this
moment with you all; the first look of Belonging: A Journey of Love,” she
wrote in the caption.

“Itis a story of love, duty, loss and finding a place to belong. I look forward
to sharing it with you,” the post read. The memoir chronicles Sonia Gandhi’s
journey, from her childhood in post-war Italy and the romance that brought
her to India to the personal losses that profoundly shaped her life and her
relationship with her adopted country.

In the memoir, the 79-year-old Congress veteran, who holds the distinction
of being the party’s longest-serving president, revisits her childhood in Italy
and her relationship with former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi during their
time at Cambridge. She also reflects on the assassinations of her mother-in-
law, former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and her husband, Rajiv Gandhi.
Publisher Alfred A. Knopf announced on August 18 that Belonging: A Journey
of Love would be published on November 10.

Alfred A. Knopf is an imprint of the Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group,
adivision of Penguin Random House, LLC. Its parent company is Bertelsmann
AG, an international media company. Born in Italy, Sonia Gandhi was a 19-
year-old student in Cambridge, England, when she met Rajiv Gandhi in 1965.
The couple married on February 25, 1968. Recently, on the 82nd birth
anniversary of his father and former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi expressed excitement about his
mother’s book. “I am happy, and so proud, that your story—‘Belonging: A
Journey of Love’—will finally be read by the millions of people who love
you. I know how hard it was for someone as private as you to tell the world
your beautiful story. Today, on his birthday, I can see Papa smiling and looking
down proudly at his beautiful Sonia,” Rahul Gandhi said.

Ranbir Kapoor Apologises For Kolkata
Dussehra ‘Slip Of Tongue’

Chennai: Actor Ranbir Kapoor has apologised for
his remarks at a Dussehra event in Kolkata after videos
of his speech went viral on social media, saying he had
a "slip of tongue" and clarifying what he intended to
convey. Addressing the crowd at the Dussehra
celebration in Kolkata on Tuesday, Ranbir spoke about
the triumph of good over evil, saying, "Burai kitni bhi
takatvar kyun na ho, aakhir mei ant sachai aur achai ki
hi hoti hai."

Organised by Salt Lake Sanskritik Sansad at Central
Park in Salt Lake, the celebrations were held around the
theme 'Ram Er Ayodhya — Ram Ki Ayodhya'. Producer
Namit Malhotra, director Nitesh Tiwari and actor Ravie
Dubey were also present at the event. Following the
circulation of the videos online, the actor, while speaking
at a Chennai event on Wednesday, explained his intended
message. "l would like to take this opportunity to
apologise for the incident that happened yesterday. I was
at the Dussehra event, and I had a slip of tongue.

What I meant to say is, 'Burai chahe kitni bhi takatvar
kyun na ho, aakhir mei jeet achai aur sachai ki hoti hai',
he said. Adding a playful touch to his clarification,
Ranbir drew a reference to his film 'Rockstar' and his
collaboration with music composer AR Rahman.
Quoting a line from the film's music, he said, "Jo bhi
kehna chahun, barbad karein alfaz mere." Ranbir was
accompanied by his 'Ramayana’ co-star Sai Pallavi.

Meanwhlle the incident has drawn attention on social media, where clips of the actor's
initial remarks circulated widely. 'Ramayana’ features Ranbir Kapoor as Lord Rama,
Sai Pallavi as Sita, Yash as Ravana, Sunny Deol as Hanuman and Ravi Dubey as
v Lakshman. Directed by Tiwari and produced by Malhotra's Prime Focus Studios in
collaboration with 8-time Oscar-winning DNEG and Yash's Monster Mind Creations,
the film is envisioned as a two-part epic. Part 1 of the film will release worldwide on
November 5 2026, followed by Part 2 in Diwali 2027. The film will release in Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam across India and will be presented in IMAX.
Sony Pictures is distributing the film globally, excluding India, while Dharma
Productions will distribute it in the Hindi-speaking market.

Indian Embassy Issues
Adyvisory for Nationals in
France Amid Protests

The Embassy of India in France has issued an advisory for Indian nationals
residing in the country and those planning to travel there, urging them to remain
vigilant amid recent developments and localised curfews. In its advisory, the
Embassy asked Indian nationals to exercise due caution, avoid large gatherings
and crowded places where protests are taking place, and follow instructions
and advisories issued by local French authorities.

The Embassy also urged Indian nationals to stay informed through local
news outlets and follow official updates available on the French government's
website at gouvernement.fr. It further advised travellers to check for public
transport disruptions through the official Paris public transport website, ratp.fr.
For emergency assistance, Indian nationals can contact the Embassy of India
in Paris at +33 6 48 34 00 63 or email cons.paris@mea.gov.in. They can also
reach the Consulate General of India in Marseille at +33 7 43 16 25 59 or
email cgo.marseille @mea.gov.in. The advisory comes amid developments in
France that have prompted authorities to impose localised curfews and led the
Indian Embassy to urge citizens to prioritise their safety and remain alert.

Vijay Deverakonda On Skin
Show Pressures: ‘Actresses
hould Stand Frm’

K,am./

SEASON 9

Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda have opened up about the pressure
actresses sometimes face to wear revealing outfits in commercial films, with Vijay
urging them to stand their ground and refuse anything that makes them uncomfortable.
During a candid conversation with Karan Johar on Koffee with Karan, the duo were
asked about Janhvi Kapoor’s role and the controversy surrounding her skin show in
Peddi, prompting a discussion about the expectations placed on actresses in the film
industry.

Rashmika admitted that certain commercial films demand revealing costumes as
part of their presentation. However, she made it clear that she would not agree to
anything that goes against her comfort level. The actress also revealed that she seeks
Vijay’s advice when she is asked to wear outfits that make her uncomfortable while
working on commercial projects. Vijay intervened with a straightforward message:
actresses should feel empowered to say no. He stressed the importance of standing
firm on personal boundaries and having a strong support system to navigate challenging
situations on film sets. Rashmika, meanwhile, emphasised the need for actresses to
understand the demands of their characters before committing to a project. She
encouraged them to ask filmmakers questions and clarify their doubts in advance,
pointing out that there is nothing wrong with seeking clarity about costumes or character
requirements. Vijay further observed that actresses sometimes hesitate to refuse such
demands because they fear being labelled unprofessional. This apprehension can make
them approach uncomfortable situations with unnecessary anxiety, even when
expressing their concerns would be perfectly reasonable. The discussion has brought
renewed attention to the debate over creative choices, commercial expectations and
personal boundaries in cinema. While filmmakers may have specific requirements for
their characters, the conversation highlights the importance of communication
and mutual respect between actors and directors.
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