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5 IAS Officers to Review [Ukraine Accuses US of Aiding Russia
as Missiles Strike Kyiv

Yadadri Power Plant
Operations

— it

Hyderabad: The State government has deputed five IAS officers to camp.
at Yadadri Thermal Power Station (YTPS) from October 15 to 30 to review
the functioning of four coal streams and power generation. Chevvuru Hari
Kiran, Commissioner, Prohibition and Excise will camp from October 15 to
17 while Venkatesh Dhotre, Special Secretary to Government Education
Department, from October 18 to 19 and Rahul Raj P.S, Special Commissioner
for Cooperation & Registrar, Cooperative Societies from October 22 to 24.

Zendage Hanumant Kondiba, CEO, Arogyasri Health Care Trust, will camp
from October 25 to 27 and Killu Sivakumar Naidu, Commissioner, R&R and
LA, I&CAD from October 28 to 30. Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju said the
officers would follow Standard Operating Procedures to know whether all
four coal streams are functioning and if not what the reasons are. What is the
maximum coal flow designed and present status?

What is the grade coal received and whether generation is matching as per
grade received or there is any slippage? Whether coal is fed in to all four units
to full level, if not reasons there of Whether VGFs are operating or there are
any jams reported that is hampering coal feeding in to bunkers and what is the
status of works pending by BHEL and what is the rake unloading and
turnaround time and how to improve it. Whether all four units are giving full
generation or not and if not they have to indicate the reasons for generation
loss.

Rahul Gandhi Slams Modi
Government Over Detention
of Ankita's Parents

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday attacked the Modi government
over the detention of the parents of Ankita Bhandari, who was murdered in
Uttarakhand in 2022, saying the hallmark of this regime is to silence the voices
of the victims and remove those who ask questions.Parents of the 19-year-old
Ankita Bhandari were released early Thursday, hours after being detained
while protesting near India Gate against Dushyant Kumar Gautam's
appointment as Sikkim governor.

While being detained, her father issued a 24-hour ultimatum to the Centre
to cancel Gautam's appointment. In a post in Hindi on X, Gandhi said, "4 AM
in the morning. While the world was asleep, Ankita Bhandari's parents were
taken into custody. Their crime? They were sitting quietly at India Gate - with
burdened shoulders, without any commotion, and simply demanding that
Dushyant Gautam should not be made the Governor of Sikkim until the CBI
investigation is complete."

"Yesterday, Priyanka and I met these parents. Even before the results of
that investigation came in, the appointment was rushed, and the parents asking
questions were picked up in the dead of night," Gandhi said. "This is the
hallmark of this government: silence the voices of the victims, remove those
who ask questions," the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha said. But the
fight for justice will neither be silenced nor stopped, Gandhi asserted.

The Congress stands with Ankita Bhandari's family, and will continue to
stand with them until they get justice, he asserted using the hashtag 'Justice
For Ankita Bhandari'. According to sources, her parents were released around
5 am. Ankita's father threatened to launch a nationwide agitation if the
government did not accept their demand. Her family has been alleging that
Gautam played a key role in Ankita's death.

"We give a 24-hour ultimatum to the government for the cancellation of
Dushyant's appointment. Nationwide protests will be launched if the
government does not accept our demand," Ankita's father told PTI Videos.
Apart from the parents, several Congress leaders, including the party's media
and publicity department head Pawan Khera, party MP Imran Pratapgarhi,
social media department head Supriya Shrinate and Indian Youth Congress
chief Uday Bhanu Chib, were also detained and later released. The parents
have been demanding that Gautam's appointment as Sikkim governor be put
on hold until the ongoing CBI investigation into the case is complete. Ankita,
who worked as a receptionist at the Vanantra Resort in Rishikesh, was killed
on September 18, 2022. Her body was recovered from the Chilla canal four
days later. Resort owner Pulkit Arya, son of former BJP leader Vinod Arya,
and two accomplices have been convicted in the case and sentenced to life
imprisonment. The case hogged the political spotlight over allegations that an
unidentified VIP was linked to the crime.

Kyiv: Ukraine on Wednesday accused the United States of helping Russia
by failing to warn it of incoming missile strikes and hobbling its military
response through changes to the Starlink system it uses on the battlefield.
President Volodymyr Zelensky framed the lack of notice about a wave of
powerful strikes on Tuesday night and early Wednesday as "completely unjust”,
and accused Russia of wilfully flouting a supposed "energy ceasefire"
announced by US President Donald Trump.A senior official in Kyiv confirmed
that the United States had in recent days threatened to stop providing
intelligence about Russian missile launches that Ukraine uses to thwart attacks.
Trump denied doing so on Tuesday. But they and defence officials also
suggested Washington was behind slower speeds reported on some Starlink
internet terminals which help Ukraine's military hit Russian-occupied territory
and operate interceptor drones.

"It's obvious they (the United States) are helping Russia for some reason,"
the senior official told AFP. Zelensky adviser Sergiy Beskrestnov said the
attacks and Starlink restrictions were more than a coincidence as the network
was "the most effective solution" for protecting Ukraine against jet-powered
Russian attack drones, which can fly at up to 600 kilometres (370 miles) per
hour. "Through their actions, our partners are depriving us of one of the few
chances we have to defend the country against jet-powered Shahed drones,"
he wrote on Telegram.

Ukrainian defence sources said SpaceX, owned by tech titan Elon Musk,
"unilaterally restricted the operation of Starshield terminals... without prior

warning", hitting connectivity for its drones. Close contact There was no
immediate comment from either Musk or SpaceX. But last weekend he backed
Trump, who has enraged Western allies by announcing a diesel-supply deal
with heavily sanctioned Moscow and blindsided both sides in the nearly five-
year conflict by announcing an "energy ceasefire".

Trump also angrily hit out at Zelensky -- and even suggested he should be
replaced as president -- unless he stopped Ukrainian long-range attacks on
Russian energy infrastructure. In Moscow, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said Russia was watching for any sign that Washington's backing for Ukraine
may have shifted. "We are carefully noting all this. It is too early to draw any
systemic conclusions," he told reporters. President Vladimir Putin's special
envoy on economic cooperation, Kirill Dmitriev, meanwhile said the first
contracts on providing diesel to the United States would be signed in the coming
days. "We are in close, hourly contact with the American side, and everything
is moving very quickly," he added. Trump, facing crunch mid-term elections
next month, has blamed Ukrainian strikes on Russian oil refineries for the
squeeze on fuel supplies and increase in prices at the pump. But most experts
say the real reason is the joint US and Israeli attacks on Iran since late February,
which have seen Tehran block off the Strait of Hormuz, a vital route for oil
and gas shipments. Disrespect Ballistic missiles have now struck the Ukrainian
capital, Kyiv, for two nights running, before air raid sirens could sound in
time to warn people to take cover in basements, bomb shelters or metro stations.
"Russia has never before shown such ostentatious disrespect toward the United
States," said Zelensky, accusing Moscow of squandering a chance to ease
hostilities. "Russia does not consider the American President's statements
strong." The lack of warning has been reported only rarely during the conflict
and Ukrainian officials have previously suggested the Russian military's use
of hard-to-detect missiles or potential technical issues could be to blame. Six
people were killed and dozens more wounded in Kyiv on Wednesday, the
authorities said, while significant damage to energy facilities and equipment
knocked out power to swathes of the city. Power plants came under ballistic-
missile attack in the eastern Kharkiv region, while Zhytomyr in the northwest,
Sumy in the northeast and Chernigiv in the north were also hit. Russia has
previously targeted Ukraine's power stations and heating infrastructure,
crippling supplies before winter, when temperatures can plummet to as low as
-20C. Two people were killed in the central Dnipropetrovsk region and a further
person in Zaporizhzhia in the southeast, the authorities said. Six others were
killed in a drone strike at a wholesaler in the western city of Lutsk, the interior
ministry said.

UK Diaspora Groups Stage ‘Emergency
Protest’ in Solidarity with Delhi Protests

London: A section of diaspora groups in the UK organised an "Emergency
Protest" outside the High Commission of India in London in solidarity with
the protests in New Delhi. Convened by the South Asia Solidarity Group,
Cambridge South Asian Forum Against Hindutva, Indian Workers' Association
and SOAS Ambedkar Society, among other groups, the protest on Tuesday
evening attracted a large student gathering, with participants expressing
solidarity with the "Jantar Mantar 2.0 protests" and the struggle in India to
defend the right to vote and the right to protest.

The gathering was called to "amplify" the demands of the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP), including the demand for the removal of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar and the scrapping of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in India. "This is not just about one
corrupt official, it is a mass uprising," said Mukti Shah of the South Asia
Solidarity Group. "For us in Britain, it is especially important because this
regime is a key player in the global far-right, which is increasingly active in
this country."

Student group leaders addressed the gathering, calling on members to
organise in solidarity with the protesters in India. Protesters held placards
targeting the CEC and condemning what they described as "police brutality
and sexual violence against protesters, journalists and lawyers". The protest
was part of a wider show of solidarity, with the Students' Federation of India
(SFI) UK also organising gatherings in Cardiff, Leeds and Edinburgh during
the week.

Protests have intensified in New Delhi, with the CJP, student groups and
opposition parties demanding electoral reforms and the resignation of CEC
Kumar over alleged irregularities in the revision of electoral rolls across the
country under the SIR exercise, which began last year. The Election
Commission maintains that the exercise is intended to update electoral rolls
by identifying deceased, duplicate, shifted and otherwise ineligible entries.
The agitation has also brought restrictions on public demonstrations into focus.
The CJP —a youth-led movement that began as a satirical social media initiative
and has since evolved into a pressure group mobilising protests over political
and public issues — had called for a protest at central Delhi's Jantar Mantar on
October 10. But Delhi Police barricaded roads leading to the site and detained
hundreds of people attempting to reach the protest venue. On October 11, the
Delhi Police designated Ramlila Maidan, Burari Ground and CBD Ground as
venues for protests in the city, following which Jantar Mantar, a prominent
protest site, was denotified as a designated venue for demonstrations. The
CJP has opposed the move, arguing that relocating demonstrations away from
central Delhi would reduce the visibility of public dissent. The confrontation
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escalated on Tuesday when CJP leaders Ashutosh Ranka, Saurav Das and
Ajinkya Shinde allegedly breached barricades and entered Jantar Mantar
without authorisation, raising slogans demanding Kumar's resignation and
erecting a national flag, according to the police. The three were arrested. On
Wednesday, Das and Ranka were sent to five days' judicial custody and lodged
in Tihar Jail for allegedly trespassing, violating prohibitory orders and
breaching peace bonds, among other charges. Shinde was released after being
bound down to maintain peace and good behaviour for six months, police
said. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi criticised the action, saying that waving
the national flag during a peaceful protest was not a crime and asserting that
Jantar Mantar belonged to the people of India.

Keemo Paul's Five-Wicket Haul
Hands India Defeat in 4th T20I

HYDERABAD: Shai Hope led from the front with an unbeaten 102
to guide the West Indies to a series-levelling 24-run win over India in the
fourth T20 international on Wednesday. West Indies posted 247-3 in
Hyderabad, powered by skipper Hope's blistering 50-ball knock and his
unbroken 91-run stand with Sherfane Rutherford, who finished on 49 not
out. Keemo Paul then led the bowling charge with figures of 5-41 to bowl
out India for 223 as West Indies bounced back to level the five-match
series at 2-2, setting up a decider on Sunday in Bengaluru. Also Read -
Mumbai Indians Clinch WPL 2025 Titl

"I think all the guys, we back our skills and we feel we could beat any
team on our day," said Paul. "So it's just about staying calm and believing
in ourselves and I think we're doing that really well." Hope struck his
third T20 international hundred -- the most by any West Indian batter --
and his second of the series. West Indies started briskly before they lost
Jewel Andrew for 21, but Shimron Hetmyer, who hit 33 off 12 balls, gave
Hope company in another quick partnership.

Pace bowler Prince Yadav had Hetmyer caught and bowled but West
Indies were never short of power as Rovman Powell contributed 24 off
17 balls. Hope kept up the onslaught in tandem with Rutherford and
brought up his century with the final ball of the innings after hitting Nitish
Kumar Reddy for successive sixes. "We were unfortunate we couldn't
execute our plans in bowling and that's where we fell a bit short," said
India skipper Shreyas Iyer.
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