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Delhi Police Denies
Permission For CJP Protest
Against Gyanesh Kumar
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Delhi Police has denied permission for a protest called by the Cockroach
Janta Party and some student organisations against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar at Jantar Mantar on October 10, a senior police
officer said on Friday.Police cited late submission of application and rule
violations during a previous demonstration as reasons for denying the
permission. Police received the application seeking permission for the protest
on October 7, just three days before the protest. However, according to rules,
such applications have to be submitted at least 10 days in advance, said Joint
Commissioner of Police, New Delhi range, Nupur Prasad. Section 163
(prohibitory orders) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which
empowers authorities to issue orders to prevent potential disturbances, has
been imposed in New Delhi district, she said.

BJP's Devasish Sharma
Leads Ajmal By 1.10 Lakh
Votes In Nagaon Bypoll

i S -

BJP candidate Devasish Sharma achieved an unassailable lead of 1,10,629
votes over his nearest rival, AIUDF chief Badruddin Ajmal, as counting of
votes polled in the by-election to the Nagaon Lok Sabha seat in Assam was
underway on Friday, according to the Election Commission.Sharma, a former
IAS officer, polled 4,20,705 votes, while Ajmal secured 3,10,076 votes and
Congress nominee Sibamoni Bora was a distant third with 75,908, the EC
said on its website.

The BJP candidate has established considerable leads in the four assembly
segments of Morigaon, Raha, Jagiroad and Nagaon-Batadrava, while Ajmal
was ahead in Muslim-majority segments of Dhing, Samaguri, Laharighat and
Rupahihat. Counting of votes began at 8§ am on Friday amid tight security,
officials said. The process started with postal ballots, followed by votes
recorded in EVMs. Counting is being held at two centres -- Dawson Higher
Secondary School and Nagaon Government Boys' School in Nagaon -- with
14 tables at each centre. The parliamentary constituency has eight assembly
segments spread over the two districts of Nagaon and Morigaon.

Tight security arrangements have been made at both the centres, and all
candidates and political parties have been directed to seek permission from
the district administration before taking out any procession. The main contest
is between Sharma, Bora and Ajmal. A total of 15 candidates are in the fray in
the bypoll. A voter turnout of 76.19 per cent was recorded in the October 6
by-election. The bypoll was necessitated after Congress MP Pradyut Bordoloi
resigned and successfully contested the assembly elections from Dispur on a
BJP ticket earlier this year. The result, however, will not impact the balance of
power in Parliament. The Nagaon constituency has 19.05 lakh electors,
including 9.43 lakh women and 50 third-gender voters, who were eligible to
cast their votes across 2,312 polling stations.

TVK Heads For Wins In TN Bypolls,
AINRC Retains Puducherry Seat

Tamil Nadu's ruling on Friday TVK appeared all set to win the bypolls to
Madurantakam and Dharapuram Assembly constituencies as the margin
between the Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay-led party and its nearest rival DMK
continued to widen counting of votes progressed towards completion. While
the fortunes of TVK nominee in Dharapuram P Sathyabama initially witnessed
a see-saw battle with the ATADMK surging to the first place following a number
of rounds, subsequently she established a clear lead and towards the close of
20th round she was leading by 10,003 votes. In Madurantakam, TVK candidate
Maragatham Kumaravel maintained a steady lead from the beginning and by
12th round it was well over 13,000 votes. DMK nominee I Paranthamen
continued to be at the second spot and the AIADMK candidate S Kanitha
Sampath third. As the initial trend favouring the TVK sustained, it appears
that the Opposition allegations of horse-trading and betrayal has not cut ice
with the voters. The CPI(M), which is supporting the government from outside
had also made similar allegations. Also, the DMK's attempt to win polls despite
being deserted by long time allies including the Congress and IUML may
prove to be a non-starter. This is the first time the DMK was fighting elections
without the support of any key party like the Congress. In neighbouring
Puducherry, ruling AINRC emerged the winner in its first test of popularity
after it assumed office months ago as its nominee Ashok Anand won the
Thattanchavady bypoll by over 8,000 votes, defeating his nearest Congress
rival E Vinayagam. DMK candidate K Sethu was pushed to the third spot.

CM Satheesan Breaks Silence on

Adoor Prakash's Criticism, Says All

Decisions Adhere to Party Policies

Thiruvananthapuram: In his first comments on allegations that he kept the
convenor of the ruling coalition out of the loop, Keralam Chief Minister V D
Satheesan on Friday said that he has taken every decision with the knowledge
and consensus of top leaders of the Congress party who make up virtually his
entire Cabinet. In an exclusive interview with PTI Videos, Satheesan referred
to UDF convenor Adoor Prakash's criticism that he was not informed when
two Cabinet ranking posts were given to the coalition partner IUML and
Forward Bloc. Prakash has also spoken out against Satheesan's style of
functioning.

Without naming Prakash, Satheesan said, "the problem is somebody is
saying that I'm not discussing with anybody." However, he pointed out in the
interview that the Cabinet includes the Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee
president Sunny Joseph, two former KPCC presidents, a Congress working
committee member, two Congress PCC working presidents, youth Congress
state president and two women leaders, which he said represents almost the
entire cross-section of the leaders from various sectors. This means that "we
are discussing everything with party leaders. For policy matters, I will discuss
with party. For administrative matters there is no need to discuss with the
party, right? Day today affairs there is no need to discuss with the party. For
policy matter, the party will lead us. Party's policies we are implementing," he
said in response to a question whether the political infighting in the Congress
is the party's bane.

"The Congress is a different party. It is not like the BJP. I am the chief
minister of the state, and anyone in the party can disagree with me. They can
even criticise me, including youngsters who are coming up in the party. I am
not above criticism. If they point out that I am wrong, I will listen to them. If
I believe they are mistaken, I will try to convince them," he said. This is the
first time, Satheesan has spoken out since Prakash raised a storm over the
issue, even going to party's national president Mallikarjuna Kharge to complain.

Satheesan's remarks assume political significance as the Congress-led UDF
government in Keralam is facing its first major internal rift barely four months
into its tenure, with senior Congress leader and convener of the front Prakash
recently openly questioning Satheesan's style of functioning. His recent
complaint that key decisions are being taken without consultation, UDF
meetings are not being held and that he himself is learning about important
developments through the media points to a widening gap in coordination
between the CM, the Congress organisation and coalition partners. Addressing
a press conference at the KPCC headquarters here recently, Prakash had said
the UDF had not met for quite some time and blamed Satheesan, who is also
the front's chairman, for not taking the initiative to convene a meeting. Prakash
had said that there have been no UDF meeting in the last few days, and as
UDF chairman, it is the CM who has to take the initiative. Since he has not
communicated anything, Prakash said, he has not been able to convene another
UDF meeting.

15 Pune Students Travelling
To Delhi For CJP Protest

Stopped At Itarsi

*

Nearly 15 students travelling to New Delhi to participate in the
CJP agitation on October 10 were allegedly forced to alight from a
train at Itarsi junction in Madhya Pradesh's Narmadapuram district.A
purported video of cops forcing the students to leave the train has
gone viral on social media. The CJP has announced a protest at Jantar
Mantar in the national capital on October 10 (Saturday), demanding
the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar over
alleged irregularities in the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. According to reports, nearly 15 students were travelling from
Pune to Delhi on the Goa Express to join the CJP protest. However,
when the train was at Itarsi Junction, they were allegedly made to
vacate the train on Thursday night. Government Railway Police
Inspector Sanjay Choukse from Itarsi on Friday said the students were
"disembarked from the train and later released with respect”, without
elaborating on the reason behind the move. All of them are staying at
a hotel in Itarsi of their own free will, he added.

Indian Flydubai Pilot
to Receive Israel’s
Award

Tel Aviv: Indian pilot Captain Smit Machchhar will receive Israel's
Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism for his role in preventing an
alleged hijacking attempt aboard a Flydubai flight, Israeli President
Isaac Herzog announced. According to the Government Press Office
of Israel, Herzog on Thursday announced while presenting the
Presidential Medal for Civilian Heroism to six Israeli passengers who
helped thwart the alleged attempt to crash Flydubai Flight FZ1073 last
week.

Addressing the award recipients, Herzog said, "...the Israeli heroes
whom we honour today, we send our heartfelt wishes for the full and
speedy recovery of Captain Smith Machchhar of India. Captain
Machchhar's sheer courage and bravery and sound professionalism
helped avert this catastrophe. Once he regains strength, it will be my
honour and privilege to award him, on behalf of the people of Israel,
the State of Israel's Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism."

Herzog also presented the award to six Israeli civilians -- Tali Manes,
Zvika Manes, Yaniv Hayoun, Dr Shota Musayev, Asaf Rajuan and Or
Pardilov-- for their roles in preventing the alleged hijacking attempt,
according to The Jerusalem Post and The Times of Israel. Captain
Machchhar is currently recovering in a hospital in Abu Dhabi after
sustaining severe injuries in the mid-air incident involving his co-pilot
on September 30.

On Wednesday, Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that the Indian pilot was responding well to
treatment and making progress in his recovery. "Captain Machchhaar
is in the hospital in Abu Dhabi," Jaiswal stated. "Our embassy in the
UAE has been in regular touch with him, with his family, with local
authorities, and with the hospital authorities. He's recuperating well.
He's responding well. And his health is improving."

The Indian Embassy in the UAE had also shared an update on
Tuesday, stating, "Health Update: Capt Smit continues to make steady
progress and is regaining his health," adding that it "remains in close
touch with his family, doctors & local authorities, extending all possible
assistance." "We thank everyone for their prayers & wish him a speedy
recovery," the Embassy added. This comes following the foiled mid-
air hijacking and crash attempt aboard flydubai Flight FZ1073 on
September 30, when Omani co-pilot Hamam al-Hammami attacked
Indian Captain Smit Machchhar inside the cockpit. The Omani co-
pilot attacked Captain Machchhar with an axe in an attempt to bring
down the aircraft. Despite suffering severe injuries, Captain Machchhar
managed to unlatch the cockpit door, allowing passengers and off-
duty crew members to enter and restrain the attacker. The confrontation
triggered a steep descent, with the aircraft dropping approximately
16,000 feet within two minutes before a hijacking distress signal was
transmitted. The aircraft was subsequently diverted and made an
emergency landing in Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, with all 180 occupants
disembarking without injury.

Delhi Police Cracks Down
on SIR Protests, Files 25
FIRs Since October 2

New Delhi: The Delhi Police have registered 25 FIRs
related to the SIR protests in the national capital since
October 2, with Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra among those named, sources said.
The cases relate to alleged vandalism of public property,
assaults and scuffles involving police personnel, obstruction
of government work and violation of prohibitory orders
imposed under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) in the New Delhi district. Police
have taken action against protesters following repeated
incidents of alleged lawlessness during the demonstrations,
a police source said. The opposition MPs have held a series
of protests in the national capital after a report by The Indian
Express said Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi objected to multiple decisions and
orders related to the SIR of electoral rolls.
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