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'"Truly One of a Kind': Akshay
Kumar, Madhavan and Others
Mourn Nana Patekar's Death

As Preferred Source Mumbai: Akshay Kumar, R Madhavan
and several other cine personalities expressed shock at the sudden
demise of veteran actor Nana Patekar and paid tributes to the
acclaimed performer, remembering him for his distinctive screen
presence and contribution to cinema.The 75-year-old actor,
celebrated for his versatility and powerful screen presence, died
at his Goa residence in the early hours of Thursday after suffering
a heart attack. He was found unconscious at his apartment in
Dona Paula, near Panaji, and was taken to a private hospital where
he was declared dead. Akshay, who famously worked with Patekar
in the 2007 comedy blockbuster "Welcome" where the veteran
actor's character of don Uday Shetty earned him an ardent fanbase,
said he was deeply saddened by the actor's passing. "Really
saddened by the news of Nana ji's passing. He was one of those
rare actors who never needed to do too much to make you sit up
and watch. That voice, that intensity, that honesty in every
performance... he was completely his own," Akshay wrote in a
post on X.

"There are so many memories from those sets that I'll always
hold close. Nana ji was truly one of a kind. It's hard to believe
you're gone. Thank you for all the memories. You will be missed
more than words can say," said the actor, who last collaborated
with Patekar for 2025's "Housefull 5". Calling Patekar a "legend",
Madhavan said he was deeply moved and inspired by his
performance in the 1991 critically-acclaimed movie film "Prahaar:
The Final Attack". "A legend moves on. Thank you for the
unforgettable moments in the Theatres, and the invaluable lessons
to actors. I still remember exactly how moved and inspired I felt
after watching 'Prahaar'. There will be none other like you, sir.
RIP," Madhavan said on his Instagram Stories. Kangana Ranaut
said the news was particularly shocking because Patekar appeared
to be in good health. "Such a terrible and tragic news especially
because Nana ji looked so fit and healthy. OM Shanti," she wrote.

Actor Kiara Advani paid tribute to Patekar by sharing a
photograph of him on her Instagram Stories. Bhumi Pednekar
also condoled Patekar's death by posting, "Rest in peace sir. Om
Shanti. Condolences to his family and all his fans." Casting
director Mukesh Chhabra said he was "shocked" by the news.
"This is unbelievable. Rest in peace, Nana Bhai," he added.
Considered among Indian cinema's most acclaimed actors,
Patekar made his screen debut in "Gaman" (1978). His
breakthrough came with "Parinda" (1989), which won him the
National Award and the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting
Actor. His film credits also included movies such as "Angaar",
"Apaharan", "Krantiveer", "Agni Sakshi", "Ab Tak Chhappan",
"Raajneeti" and the Marathi film "Natsamrat". He was honoured
with the Padma Shri in 2013.

JioStar's Latest Promo: Rohit,
Kohli Upbeat For ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup 2027

Indian legends Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, in a rare and
candid coming together for JioStar’s latest film ahead of the ODI
series against Sri Lanka, starting December 13, reminisce about
their memorable journey with Team India. The duo bring out
their playful side in the film, cheekily recreating the signature
celebrations of KLL Rahul, Ravindra Jadeja and captain Shubman
Gill, before turning their attention to what will be a crucial year
for the Men in Blue, culminating in the ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup 2027 in South Africa, setting up the punch line of the film,
“Desh ka sawaal hai, maza toh aayega” (“It’s a matter of national
pride, it’s going to be fun”).

Modi Salutes Air Warriors On Air Force
Day, Hails Courage, Commitment

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday said India is proud of
its air warriors and that the nation salutes their courage and commitment
to protecting the skies.On the occasion of Indian Air Force Day, Modi
highlighted that the force is adept at stunning adversaries not only
with weaponry, but also with data and drones. Indian Air Force Day is
observed on October 8 to commemorate the establishment of the force
and the sacrifices made by air warriors. "India is proud of our Air
Warriors. On Air Force Day, we salute their courage and commitment
to protect our skies," Modi said in a post on X. In a short video posted
on his social media handles, the prime minister said he wanted to convey
his heartfelt greetings to every air warrior serving the nation, as well
as their families, on the occasion of Indian Air Force Day.

"They have impressed every Indian with their exemplary work in
the skies. They have made us feel secure,” he said. Modi added that
over the past decade, the world's best technologies have been made
available to the Air Force and all armed forces of the country. "The Air
Force is an expert in giving shock to the enemies not only through
weapons, but also through data and drones. Every moment of Operation
Sindoor gives proof of the might of the Indian military," he said.

Kharge To Host Second INDIA Bloc Lunéh,
Anti-CEC Protest leely

For the second consecutive day, Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge is
hosting a lunch for INDIA bloc leaders at a restaurant here on Thursday, sources
said.They said after the lunch it is likely that there could be a protest, demanding
the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar. The lunch
by Kharge would be hosted at Moets in Outer Circle, Connaught Place at 1:45
PM, the sources said.

This comes a day after Rahul Gandhi led INDIA bloc leaders to another
resistance-packed day -- moving from the opposition grouping's vegetarian
lunch at Sagar Ratna, Janpath, to near Jantar Mantar in a procession of buses
for a surprise dharna. But for the second day, police stalled the planned anti-
CEC protests midway, forcibly detaining him and other leaders. "We are not
going to stop protesting till (Chief Election Commissioner) Gyanesh Kumar
resigns. This is a fight to protect the most sacred thing in this country. There is
nothing that Narendra Modi and Amit Shah can do that will stop us," Gandhi
had said. There were several dramatic moments in the nearly three-hour-long
bus procession and an impromptu sit-in at the roundabout in front of the
Shangri-La hotel when the opposition MPs were stopped by security personnel,
with Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra lying flat on her back
on the street, clutching a copy of the Constitution, along with other women
leaders. Rahul Gandhi kept resisting police attempts to put him inside a van

for detentlon The INDIA bloc leaders jostled W1th secunty personnel who
tried to detain them and clear the area. A day after INDIA bloc MPs' march
from Parliament and Rahul Gandhi's sit-in at Akashvani Bhawan on Tuesday,
Kharge hosted the lunch for the MPs of the alliance at a South Indian restaurant
at Janpath, seen by many as a show of solidarity and a cover for launching
another street protest.

SC Directs Centre To Form Panel On
Unethical Pharma Marketlng

The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the Centre to constitute a
committee to consider the suggestions and give recommendations to the
government for ensuring that pharmaceutical companies do not indulge in
unethical marketing practices.A bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta passed the order on a plea which sought a direction that till an effective
law was enacted, the top court may lay down guidelines to control and regulate
unethical marketing practices by pharmaceutical companies. On September
8, the Centre had told the apex court that it was setting up a three-member
panel to suggest a statutory framework for ensuring that pharmaceutical
companies do not indulge in unethical practices. "We have directed the Union
of India to constitute a committee and the committee will consider the
suggestions, representations and thereafter give its recommendations to the
Union of India," the bench said while pronouncing its order.

The bench posted the matter for January 29 for consideration of the
compliance affidavit by the Centre. While hearing the matter on September 8,
the Centre had sought two-month time during which the committee would
submit its report that will be placed before the court for approval. The Centre
had agreed that there was a need to strengthen the mechanism to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies do not indulge in any unethical practices.

"The detailed discussions have taken place and with a view to find out the
possible solution, it is decided to constitute a three-member committee
requesting them to provide their report on the issues as to whether and if yes,

El Nino Will Intensify, Th

Geneva: El Nino will intensify even more before peaking in
December, the United Nations said on Thursday, warning it could be
among the strongest witnessed since at least 1950. The naturally
occurring weather phenomenon is set to bring higher temperatures to
much of the planet, the UN's weather and climate agency said, with its
impact compounding the effects of man-made climate change. "El Nino
will continue to intensify ahead of its forecast peak in December," the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in its monthly Global
Seasonal Climate Update.

"It is likely to bring above-average temperatures to much of the
globe and shift rainfall patterns, increasing the risk of drought and
floods in different regions." El Nino warms surface temperatures in
the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, bringing worldwide
changes in winds, pressure and rainfall patterns. It typically takes place
every two to seven years and lasts around nine to 12 months. Conditions
oscillate between El Nino and its opposite La Nina, with neutral
conditions in between. El Nino 'strengthening rapidly' "Sea-surface
temperatures in the central and eastern tropical Pacific are forecast to
increase to record levels during October-November-December 2026,
reflecting the strengthening of the El Nino event which will drive
weather patterns and impact economies, ecosystems and communities
across the globe," the WMO said.

The forecast is based on consensus across 13 leading national and
international meteorological centres. "El Nino is firmly established
and strengthening rapidly," said WMO chief Celeste Saulo. "WMO
forecasts indicate a near-100 percent likelihood that it will persist
through February 2027, potentially being one of the strongest since at
least 1950." Saulo explained that El Nino does not add new heat to the
planet, but releases heat being stored in the ocean.

What can be the statutory framework to ensure that pharmaceuncal companies
also do not indulge into such unethical practices," the Centre had said. It had
said till such time the report was received and a decision was taken based
thereupon, the Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices, 2024
will govern the field.

nnnnm

"The ocean it's drawing from is the warmest we've ever measured

it. There is simply more heat available to release,”" she said. Sea
temperatures record The index which measures sea surface temperature
anomalies across the central-eastern equatorial Pacific -- the region at
the heart of El Nino -- increased from 1.6C above normal in June to
2.5C above normal in August. For October-November-December, the
anomaly is forecast to reach approximately 3.7C above normal. This
would be the highest since observations began, eclipsing the previous
record of 2.6C set in 2015-2016. The last El Nino contributed to making
2023 the second-hottest year on record and 2024 the all-time high at
around 1.55C above the 1850-1900 pre-industrial average. While El
Nino usually peaks between November and February, the resulting
spike in temperatures typically comes later. This El Nino is already
hitting some regions hard, including in Central America, where animals
and crops are dying from drought.
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