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Neeru Dhanda, Kynan
Chenai Clinch Gold In Trap
Mixed Team Shooting

Nagoya: The Indian pair of Neeru Dhanda and Kynan Chenai clinched the
gold medal in the trap mixed team event at the Asian Games on Wednesday,
also smashing the continental record.The Indian team shot a score of 34 in the
final after qualifying in the fourth position. Qatar's Mohammed Al-Rumaihi
and Ray Bassil took the silver with a score of 32. The previous Asian record
of 30, which was in Qatar's name, was set only this year in January.

China's Qi Ying and Sun Yunong ended with bronze after firing a score of
23. The medal marks a remarkable end to the Asian Games campaign of the
26-year-old Neeru, who became India's first woman shooter to claim an indi-
vidual trap medal at the showpiece with her gold with an Asian record on
Tuesday. This victory marks India’s first gold in the trap mixed team event at
the Asian Games, also the nation’s ninth gold medal of the tournament, and
the 56th overall at the 2026 Games, with nine gold, 21 silver, and 26 bronze
medals. The shooting contingent’s tally rose to 15 medals, including three
gold, eight silver, and four bronze medals.

Nine Injured in Mas-

sive Blast, Fire at
MRPL in Mangaluru

Mangaluru: About nine persons were injured after a major blast followed
by a fire at the CHT (Hydro Sulphur Treatment) unit of MRPL on Wednesday.
The fire has since been brought under control, officials said. The incident
occurred around 12.20 pm at the unit situated about 15 km from Mangaluru.
The emergency team of MRPL immediately rushed to the spot. City Police
Commissioner Sudheer Kumar Reddy said that one of the injured, Rajesh
Baptist, who was working at the plant, sustained burn injuries covering around
35 per cent of his body and was shifted to Srinivasa Hospital for treatment. He
is undergoing treatment in the ICU and is out of danger, according to doctors.

Officials said that others who were in an adjacent place sustained minor
injuries and were given treatment and medical check-ups. Dakshina Kannada
district Deputy Commissioner HV Darshan, Zilla Panchayat CEO Narwade
Vinayak Karbhari and City Police Commissioner Sudheer Kumar Reddy are
present at the site and are overseeing the situation. Officials said there was no
major cause for concern and that necessary safety measures were being taken.

The sound of the blast was heard several kilometres away in Angaragundi,
Baikampady industrial area and Kulai. Residents of Kavoor and parts of
Mangaluru city also reported hearing the loud sound. The impact of the blast
was felt in nearby areas, with the Jokatte Gram Panchayat building and sev-
eral houses reportedly shaking. Residents said doors and windows were dam-
aged in some houses and also the Jokatte Gram Panchayat library. Fire en-
gines from the New Mangalore Port Authority, Kadri and Pandeshwar were
summoned to the site. MRPL DPS School has reportedly declared a holiday
following the incident. Details of the cause of the blast and the extent of dam-
age were awaited.

INDIA Bloc Finalises SIR Protest
Plan, Backs Ballot Paper Voting

Ml SEpiers b, 000K
sl -l o TR :I:. i L5 = Y Ly R

New Delhi: INDIA bloc on Wednesday finalised a joint action plan over
the SIR row, including holding rallies and 'save democracy marches', with
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge asserting that all parties agreed that
elections should be held through ballot papers instead of EVMs. The opposi-
tion grouping made the assertion after a three-and-a-half hour meeting of its
leaders, including Kharge, former party chiefs Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi,
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, RJD's Tejashwi Yadav and NCP(SP) MP Supriya Sule.

At ajoint briefing by INDIA bloc leaders after their meeting, Kharge said
the leaders have decided on a joint action plan. Kharge said the parties have
decided that involving young people and NGOs, "save democracy" marches
will be taken out from October 2-8 and demonstrations will be held before the
district magistrate's office. On October 6, all opposition MPs will march to
the Election Commission, he said.

The Leaders of Opposition will seek appointment from the President of
India and will make a representation in the second week of October against
"the vote chori government", he said. "We will hold a five big rallies and a
date and place of which would be decided. We will tell people how the gov-
ernment is snatching the right of the people to elect their government for run-
ning the country," he said.

"Now everyone is realising that what Rahul ji was saying is correct and it
is attracting attention. First Prime Minister Narendra Modi did 'notebandi’
now doing 'votebandi', taking away people's rights," kharge said. INDIA bloc
leaders appeal to the Supreme Court that it should expedite the cases of SIR
and electoral malpractices, Kharge said. Asked about reverting to ballots in-
stead of EVMs, Kharge said everyone 100 per cent agreed on it that all elec-
tions should be on ballot and that the laws framed by this "chori government"
in power should be annulled.

He said some leaders participated in the meeting online like Shiv Sena
(UBT)chief Uddhav Thackeray and Jharkhand Chief Minister and JMM chief
Hemant Soren. "With unanimity, everyone vowed to fight together," he said.
Kharge charged that the real "puppeteers" of the Election Commission are

Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah. "The pawns are just a front, the PM,
HM are behind the vote chori and thus they are winning polls," Kharge al-
leged, adding that they are "harassing" those fighting for democracy. Rahul
Gandhi said all parties are of the opinion that the democratic structure of
India has been attacked by Prime Minister Modi, Home Minister Shah and
CEC Gyanesh Kumar. "We are not going to take it lying down, we will ensure
that those who have destroyed Indian democracy are punished," he said. Rahul
Gandhi said Opposition has been quite successful in conveying to people that
the PM and the HM have destroyed democracy and elections are stolen. "I
mentioned to all opposition leaders that they are the collective defenders of
the Constitution and in the next few months we will make serious changes in
the country," the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha said. In her remarks,
Banerjee said the whole issue was a "scandalous matter". "Gyanesh Kumar is
a 'chor', daaku'... he must resign immediately. Let us save democracy. Voting
is our constitutional right," the former West Bengal chief minister said. "Our
forceful demand is that if Gyanesh Kumar is not removed, this (agitation will
go from 'mitti to aasmaan' (every corner)," Banerjee said. The parties that
attended the meeting were the Congress, Samajwadi Party, All India Trinamool
Congress, NCP(SP), Shiv Sena (UBT), Rashtriya Janata Dal, CPI(M), CPI,
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference, Jammu and Kashmir Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, CPI-ML, IUML, Kerala Congress (M),
Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi,
RevolutionarySocialist Party, Kerala Congress (Jacob) and All India Forward
Bloc. Independent Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal also attended the meeting.
The meeting comes days after The Indian Express reported that Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi objected on record at least
14 times over the past 10 months to decisions and orders on the SIR (Special
Intensive Revision) that they said were issued without their knowledge or
recommendation. Under fire over the red flags raised by two of its commis-
sioners over the SIR process, the EC has asserted that differing views and
observations are a normal part of deliberations in any institution and all its
orders carry full legal sanction and follow established statutory procedures.

Eiffel Tower Chief to Step Down
After Female Staff Exclusion

Paris: The head of the company that runs the Eiffel Tower will step
down at the end of the year after female staff at the landmark building
in Paris were excluded during a visit by a Hindu religious group. Patrick
Branco Ruivo, director general of the Société d’Exploitation de la tour
Eiffel (SETE), will leave his post after an investigation conducted by
an independent firm uncovered a series of operational failures in rela-
tion to the visit on Sept. 5. The failures resulted “in female staff being
excluded from the visit that day, an unacceptable situation,” a SETE
statement on Tuesday said. Ruivo was appointed at the end of 2018.
The Eiffel Tower , which attracts 7 million visitors a year, was closed
on Sept. 7 due to a staff strike in protest over what a union official
described as “unacceptable” management instructions.

Asian Games: Indian Men
And Women Enter Squash
Semis, Assured of Medal

Nagoya: Indian men's and women's team eased into the semi-
finals of the Asian Games with convincing wins over Kuwait
and Singapore respectively, assuring themselves of a medal here
on Wednesday. The Indian men, top seed and defending cham-
pions, collected a 2-0 win over Kuwait in the quarterfinals.
Among the two singles, Veer Chotrani had to dig deep against
Bader Almogghrebi before prevailing 12-10, 8-11, 11-0, 11-5
in a 34-minute contest. Abhay Singh, India's highest ranked
players and silver medallist in the singles competition, sealed
the tie 11-3, 11-4, 11-8 win over Ammar Altamimi. In the
women's singles, the Anahat Singh-led team tamed Singapore
2-0 in its quarterfinal. Starting the proceedings, Tanvi Khanna
produced a gritty show, eking out a 11-6 4-11 15-13 11-1 win
over Au Yeong Wai Iynn in a thrilling 32-minute opening singles
match. In the second singles, 18-year-old Anahat, who won a
silver in the individual event, then thrashed Au Yeong Wai Yhann
11-7 11-3 11-4 in just 22 minutes to complete the victory. Vet-
eran Joshna Chinappa, who also won a bronze in the mixed
doubles event, didn't need to take the court. The semifinal is
scheduled for Thursday. India had blanked Iran 3-0 in its last
group-stage match on Tuesday after defeatmg both China and

Anger grew among staff of the 330-meter (1,083-foot) iconic land-
mark after management told employees that female workers should
not be in contact with the delegation from Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha. The group, known as BAPS, is a
worldwide religious and civic organization within the Swaminarayan
sect, a branch of Hinduism. It had been holding celebrations to mark
the inauguration of a traditional Hindu stone temple in Paris.The group
did not immediately respond to requests for comment on Tuesday's
announcement. At the time of the incident, BAPS said in a statement
to The Associated Press: "This coordination was undertaken purely as
a matter of operational courtesy and logistics to ensure a smooth visit
for a large group without inconveniencing the Tower’s employees or
the public. It was never, at any point, intended as a request rooted in
gender."

Ariel Weil, chair of SETE, said on Tuesday he has requested mea-
sures and training programs promoting gender equality to be imple-
mented. It was not the first time the 137-year-old tower has been closed
by industrial action. It was shut for six days in February 2024 because
of striking employees demanding better maintenance of the historic
landmark, and higher wages.
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