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School Textbooks Re-
vised To Erase Gender
Stereotypes: Lokesh

Sama Praneeth Reddy
Wins Balapur Ganesh
Laddu for Rs.39 Lakh

t !

New Delhi: School textbooks in Andhra Pradesh have been revised to
remove gender stereotypes and instil respect for women from an early age,
according to the state HRD Minister, Nara Lokesh. The minister made the
comments on Thursday during a fireside chat organised by the Public Affairs
Forum of India (PAFI) in Delhi and outlined the state's ongoing reforms in
school and higher education, with a strong focus on value-based education,
gender sensitivity, technology-enabled learning, curriculum reform and
industry-linked skilling.

He said Andhra Pradesh is examining which courses, majors, and minors
are offered, whether they remain relevant, and how closely curricula align
with market requirements. "Textbooks for Classes 1 and 2 earlier depicted
household chores as being performed entirely by women. The state has
changed this approach so that 50 per cent of the household chores shown are
performed by men and 50 per cent by women, aiming to avoid gender
stereotyping from the first grade itself," he said.

Lokesh, who is also Andhra Pradesh's IT Minister, said that Saturday is
observed as a "No Bag Day" in schools, providing an opportunity for value-
based and practical learning. "Activities include lessons on managing family
budgets and agricultural budgets, field exposure visits and an introduction to
Artificial Intelligence. Students are being introduced to both the positive and
negative sides of Al so they can understand the technology and use it effectively
in their chosen fields," he noted.

On curriculum reform, Lokesh said the state has already undertaken two
rounds of curriculum improvement. He stressed that curriculum transformation
cannot happen overnight and must instead be reformed incrementally and
systematically, with grade-wise improvements and continuous additions. He
also outlined his long-term goal of "gamifying" classrooms through
technology. Under the proposed approach, after every 45-minute class,
students would watch a 60- or 90-second video summarising the lesson,
followed by four to five questions. Using clicker technology, students would
participate in answering questions, turning the classroom into a more
interactive learning environment.

"The objective is to shift students from being passive learners to active
learners. The learning data would feed into the state's Learning Management
System (LMS), enabling the system to identify individual learning gaps and
provide prescriptive homework and targeted learning content," he said. Lokesh
cited the example of a student who may be strong in mathematics but weak in
a particular concept such as probability. "The system would identify the
specific gap and provide additional homework and learning material through
the LEAP app, which is accessible to parents and teachers as well. This would
allow students to clearly understand the areas where they need improvement,"
he said.

Hyderabad: The much-awaited Balapur Ganesh laddu auction is going
to start soon, with nine new members registering to participate in this year's
auction. Urban Group Pranith Reddy of Vanasthalipuram won the Balapur
Ganesh laddu for Rs. 39 Lakh.

Asian Games 2026: India
Wins Silver in Men's 50m
Rifle 3P Team Event

Aichi-Nagoya: The Indian shooting trio of Rudrankksh Patil, Aishwary
Pratap Tomar and Niraj Kumar secured India a silver medal in the men's 50m
rifle 3 positions team event at the ongoing Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya on
Friday. India registered a final score of 1762-94x, falling short of gold medalists
China (1766-95x). The bronze medal went to South Korea (1751-87x). After
winning the gold medal at the event in the 2022 Asian Games, India lost their
title to China.

This is India's 18th medal at the ongoing Asian Games, having won one
gold, adding an eighth silver to the tally, India has also won nine bronze medals.
Aishwary (589-34x) stood third in the individual standings, while Niraj stood
at fourth with a score of 588-34x. Both have qualified for the men's 50m rifle
3 positions individual final. Rudrankksh, who stood at ninth spot with a score
of 585-26x, could not make it to the finals.

Meanwhile, India has also guaranteed itself two medals in racquet sports.
Indian squash players Joshna Chinappa and Velavan Senthilkumar advanced
to the mixed doubles semifinals at the Asian Games, assuring India of at least
a bronze medal in the event. The Indian pair defeated their Filipino opponents
11-3, 11-5 in the quarterfinals to book their place in the last four. For 40-year-
old Chinappa, the medal comes 16 years after she won her first Asian Games
medal. She has now added another podium finish to her distinguished
continental record alongside Senthilkumar.

Chinappa and Senthilkumar will face Hong Kong's Lee Ka Yi and Tang
Ming Hong in the semifinals on Saturday. India also assured itself of a table
tennis medal at the Asian Games after the mixed doubles pair of Diya Chitale
and Manush Shah stormed into the semifinals with a stunning victory over
Hong Kong's world No. 4 duo Wong Chun Ting and Doo Hoi Kem. The Indian
pair, ranked eighth in the world, defeated the Hong Kong combination 3-1.
(11-6, 13-15, 11-9, 11-5) in the quarterfinals to confirm at least a bronze medal
for the country. Chitale Shah produced a dominant display against the
experienced Hong Kong pair, who are multiple-time World Championship
medallists, with their latest podium. finish coming at the 2025 World
Championships. With this win, India will now compete in the mixed doubles
semifinals, where they face a formidable Chinese pair of Wang Chugqin and
Sun Yingsha. The medal marks India's second-ever table tennis mixed doubles
medal at the Asian Games. The first came through Sharath Kamal and Manika
Batra, who won bronze the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta.

Police Record Statements
Of 20 In IIT Bombay Stu-

dent Death Case

TR R 5 i S

Police have recorded the statements of 20 individuals, including students and staff members, in connection with the alleged
suicide of II'T Bombay student Sahil Wakode, officials said on Friday.Efforts are also being made to access call logs and messages
from his phone, they said. According to preliminary details, 22-year-old Sahil, a student in the Department of Energy Science and
Engineering, went straight to his hostel room after leaving the examination hall on September 18. When he did not emerge from his
room by around 7 pm, the door was opened and he was found dead inside. Among the 20 persons questioned are students who were
present in the examination hall alongside Sahil, as well as invigilators and various administrative officials from the premier
institute. Investigators said Sahil's mobile phone was secured with a pattern lock, limiting immediate access to call logs and
messages, though several missed call notifications were visible on the display screen. Forensic efforts to access the device are
underway, they said.

IIT Bombay faculty member Suryanarayan Doolla, named in the FIR which alleges abetment to suicide on grounds of caste
discrimination, has been sent on leave to facilitate an impartial probe into the case. Sahil's parents Ravindra and Sonali Wakode
began a hunger strike at Azad Maidan in Mumbai on Thursday, alleging that their son repeatedly faced caste discrimination at the
institute and demanding action against his 'tormentors'. Meanwhile, IIT B has apologised twice over its communication that had
indicated that Sahil died by suicide hours after allegedly being caught using ChatGPT in an exam. Some TV channels aired CCTV
footage from the examination hall that captured Sahil's movements before a professor approached him and led him away from the
hall after he was allegedly caught copying. However, there was no word from the police on this issue. Police officials said they are
using CCTV footage and the statements recorded so far to reconstruct the exact sequence of events leading up to the tragedy.
Further investigation into the matter is ongoing, they added.

Ram Charan Hails
His Father, Calls His
Journey Inspiring

|

Megastar Chiranjeevi has completed 48 years in the film industry, marking
the milestone with an emotional note of gratitude to the producers, directors,
actors, technicians and, most importantly, his fans who have been part of his
remarkable journey. Chiranjeevi took to social media to reflect on his career,
which began on September 22, 1978. Recalling the many roles he has played,
the successes he has witnessed, and the honours he has received, the veteran
actor expressed gratitude to everyone who contributed to his journey.

He also highlighted the love and affection he has received from audiences
over the decades, saying that the place his fans have given him in their hearts is
more valuable than any award or honour. Following his post, his son and actor
Ram Charan shared an emotional message celebrating his father's achievement.
“48 years since you began your journey in cinema, Nanna. Every day, we think
of that day that changed everything for you and our family. I am grateful for
everything you have done and to the audience for the constant love and support
they have given you. Your journey will always inspire us. And now, I’'m looking
forward to that day when we celebrate the milestone of 50 incredible years in
cinema,” Ram Charan wrote. Chiranjeevi's journey began with Punadhirallu in
1978, and over the decades, he has established himself as one of Telugu cinema's
most prominent stars. His 48-year milestone has prompted tributes from fans
and members of the film fraternity. With two years left to complete five decades
in cinema, Ram Charan's message reflects the family's anticipation of another
major milestone in Chiranjeevi's illustrious career.

Explosion Near The
Acropolis Injures 2 And
Collapses A

Athens: A powerful blast shook the Greek capital's tourist district of Plaka,
near the ancient Acropolis, on Friday morning, causing a building to collapse
and injuring at least two people who had to be rescued from an adjacent building,
authorities said. The fire department said the explosion occurred in an old two-
story building in the Plaka district, the historic part of Athens that lies at the
foot of the Acropolis hill, Greece's most visited ancient monument. The building
collapsed, while neighbouring buildings were also damaged.

Firefighters rescued two women from an adjacent building, with police
saying both were being transported to a hospital. Local media said a passer-by
was also slightly injured by the blast. Police cordoned off the area, while the
fire department said rescue crews were checking whether any more people
might be trapped. Video footage from the scene showed rubble strewn across
the street, with parked cars smashed by falling debris. The cause of the explosion
was not immediately clear, but local media said a gas leak was suspected.

Asian Games 2026: Boxer Sachin One Win
Away From Medal, Moves To 60kg QF

Nishio: India's Sachin Siwach moved to the men's 60kg quarterfinals with
a scrappy win over Jordan's Mohammad Adnan Abu Jajeh at the Asian Games
here on Friday. Sachin, who received a first-round bye, started aggressively,
landing a series of combinations, but the bout soon turned into a tactical affair,
with both boxers relying on counter-attacks. The Indian's cleaner work earned
him the round on three cards. The second round followed a similar pattern,
with the two boxers cancelling out each other's attacks and waiting for openings.
Jajeh, needing to make up ground, began pressing forward and attacking, giving
Sachin opportunities to counter with sharp left-right combinations. The
Commonwealth Games gold medallist again edged the round 4-1. Desperate
to turn the bout around, Jajeh came out all guns blazing in the final round,
throwing punches in numbers, while Sachin stood his ground and traded blows.
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