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7 Dead in IdukKi,
Malappuram Landslides;
Kottayam on Alert

Malappuram: Five bodies have been recovered from among those
who went missing in a flash flood in the Kottappuzha river at the TK
Colony in Pookkottumpadam, Nilambur. One more person is yet to be
found. The deceased have been identified as Mangadan Anas Yaseen
of Edarikkode in Kottakkal, Muhammad Kutty of Tirur, Kuppanath
Sajjad of Wandoor and Rahim of Karuvarakundu, local media reported.
The bodies were recovered during search operations conducted last
night and this morning by the National Disaster Response Force
(NDREF), the Fire and Rescue Services and other volunteers. Two bod-
ies were found this morning.

Chief Minister V.D. Satheesan will visit TK Nagar in
Pookkottumpadam today. He is expected to reach the area around 2.30
pm and pay his last respects to those who died in the accident. The
flash flood occurred around 5 pm yesterday at Ularvattam Kadavu and
in the river near TK Colony in Pookkottumpadam, along the border of
Chokkad and Amarambalam panchayats. Three people who were swept
away were rescued.

Although there was no rain near the river at the time of the acci-
dent, heavy rainfall in the forest area caused a sudden increase in the
water level and current in the river. The area attracts many tourists
who visit after seeing videos on social media. The rocky river also
poses a high risk of accidents. A large number of tourists were present
at various locations along the river, from Olarvattom Canal to T.K.
Colony, which are popular tourist spots. As it was a holiday, hundreds
of people had gathered at Kettungal, Aanakkundu, Balawadippadi and
other areas along the Koyipra foothills. After the water level suddenly
rose, around 27 people who were stranded in the middle of the river
were rescued by local residents and members of the Muhammad Suhail
Treatment Aid Committee.However, several people remained stranded
at different locations for a long time as they were unable to reach
safety.

After the water level suddenly rose, around 27 people who were
stranded in the middle of the river were rescued by local residents and
members of the Muhammad Suhail Treatment Aid Committee. In
Malappuram district, Angadipuram recorded 11 cm of heavy rain.
Nilambur AWS received 5 cm. Manjeri and Nilambur main station
recorded 3 cm each, while Karipur Airport recorded 1 cm. Landslide
in Idukki Meanwhile, two people were reported dead, and another criti-
cally injured after a landslide struck Kottakamboor in Vattavada, Idukki,
on Sunday evening. The incident occurred around 5 pm near a house
along the Kadavari route while the victims were cleaning garlic. The
deceased have been identified as Balakrishnan and Chinnu, both na-
tives of Kottakamboor. Balakrishnan's wife survived the incident with
injuries. Meanwhile, the other person sustained critical injuries and

was rushed to Adimali Taluk Hospital by ambulance.

Speaking to ANI, Devikulam MLA F Raja said, “This afternoon in
Vattavada, workers were engaged in farming when heavy rain began
to fall. Seeking shelter, they moved into a nearby shed. Moments later,
a landslide occurred from behind the shed, burying the structure under
mud and debris.” “There were three people inside at the time; two of
them were trapped beneath the soil, while one person was rescued and
has since been admitted to the hospital. The bodies of the two de-
ceased individuals have been brought to Munnar and will be trans-
ferred to the Adimali Taluk Hospital following the inquest procedures.
The post-mortem and related formalities will be conducted tomorrow,”
he further added. In Idukki district, Udumbannoor AWS recorded 13
cm of rainfall. Peerumedu received 11 cm. Both Idukki main station
and Vattavada AWS recorded 5 cm each, while Sengulam Dam AWS
got 4 cm. Places like Thodupuzha, Vellathooval AWS, and Anayirankal
Dam AWS got 3 cm each. Munnar and Kundala Dam AWS recorded 2
cm each, and Myladumpara recorded 1 cm. IMD issues yellow alert in
six districts, CM orders hourly assessments The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued a yellow alert for six districts in Keralam,
forecasting isolated heavy rainfall in Pathanamthitta, Kottayam,
Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Idukki and Thrissur on Monday. Read more
here. In view of the flood-like situation across the state, the CM has
directed that the situation be assessed on an hourly basis. Following
the directive, Disaster Management Authority Commissioner
Vigneswari IAS convened a meeting with the District Collectors of
Idukki and Kottayam to review the situation, according to the CMO.
Additionally, SMS alerts regarding the weather conditions have been
issued in Idukki and Kottayam districts. The District Collectors have
been instructed to assess the situation and take necessary measures,
including evacuation wherever required. Rain situation in other dis-
tricts In Thrissur district, Athirappalli AWS received 11 cm of heavy
rainfall. Kunnamkulam, Irinjalakuda, and Lower Sholayar AWS re-
corded 4 cm each, while Vadakkancherry got 3 cm. Vellanikkara,
Chalakkudy, Munakkal AWS, and Peechi AWS received 2 cm each. In
Palakkad district, Mannarkkad AWS recorded 7 cm of rainfall. Palakkad
main station and Mannarkkad main station got 6 cm each. Pattambi
and Malampuzha Dam AWS received 5 cm each. Thrithala recorded 3
cm, while Parambikulam and Mangalam Dam AWS recorded 1 cm
each. In Kozhikode district, Kunnamangalam AWS recorded 7 cm of
rain. Urumi AWS received 3 cm. Kozhikode main station got 2 cm,
while Vadakara AWS and Vilangad AWS recorded 1 cm each. In
Ernakulam district, C.I.A.L. Kochi recorded 6 cm of rainfall. Aluva
main station and Aluva AWS received 5 cm each. Perumbavur,
Kalamassery AWS, and Odakali AWS got 3 cm each, while Choondy
AWS recorded 1 cm. In Pathanamthitta district, Konni main station
and Ulanad AWS recorded 5 cm each. Laha AWS got 4 cm, and
Venkurinji AWS received 3 cm. Kunnathanam AWS got 2 cm, while
Kurudamannil and Konni ARG recorded 1 cm each. In Kannur dis-
trict, AMS Kannur recorded 5 cm of rainfall. Kannur main station,
Thalassery, Pinarayi AWS, Cheruvanchery AWS, and Chemberi AWS
received 2 cm each, while Ayyankunnu AWS got 1 cm. In
Thiruvananthapuram district, Palode AWS and Pirappancode AWS
recorded 4 cm each. Thattathumala AWS got 3 cm, and
Thiruvananthapuram Airport received 2 cm. Thiruvananthapuram city
and Airport Chacka ARG recorded 1 cm each. In Kollam district,
Punalur and Kollam main station recorded 3 cm of rainfall each.
Paripalli AWS got 1 cm. In Alappuzha district, Mavelikkara,
Mancompu, and Nooranad AWS recorded 2 cm of rainfall each. Haripad
received 1 cm. In Kottayam district, Kanjirappally recorded 2 cm of
rain, while Kottayam main station received 1 cm. Muliyar AWS in
Kasargod district recorded 2 cm of rainfall. In Lakshadweep Union
Territory, Minicoy island recorded 5 cm (48.9 mm) of rain. Other is-
lands recorded lighter amounts: Kiltan (21.2 mm), Androth (20.0 mm),
Agathi (1 cm/ 13.4 mm), Kavaratti (10.6 mm), Kalpeni (2.4 mm), and
Amini (0.5 mm), according to the data shared by Lakshadweep Disas-
ter Management Authority (LDMA).

BJP, Treasury Benches Clash As J&K

The opening day of the Autumn Session of the Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly on Monday witnessed noisy scenes, repeated interruptions
and sharp exchanges between the opposition BJP and the ruling National
Conference-led government, with both sides raising competing political and
public issues on the floor of the House. Soon after the Assembly convened,
BJP legislators trooped into the well of the House and staged a vociferous
protest against what they described as the Omar Abdullah government's fail-
ure to address several pressing concerns affecting the people of J&K.

Waving placards and raising slogans, BJP members highlighted the plight
of National Health Mission (NHM) employees, the recent increase in elec-
tricity tariffs and the long-pending demand for regularisation of daily-wage
workers. The protesters carried posters demanding justice for NHM employ-
ees, rollback of the power tariff hike and immediate steps to regularise daily-
rated workers. They accused the government of neglecting the concerns of
thousands of employees and workers and failing to fulfil its promises.

The BJP said employment, outsourcing of government jobs, electricity
charges and workers' welfare would be among the key issues it would raise
during the session. As BJP members continued their protest, legislators from
the treasury benches, along with their allies in the Congress and CPI(M),
staged a counter-demonstration. They raised slogans demanding restoration
of statehood to J&K and criticised the Central Government over what they
described as the denial of democratic and constitutional rights to the people
of the Union Territory.

The competing protests turned the Assembly into a noisy battleground,
with both sides attempting to dominate proceedings through slogans and plac-
ards. Amid the uproar, BJP legislators repeatedly chanted "Bharat Mata Ki
Jai" and accused the Omar Abdullah government of poor governance. They
also raised slogans criticising the government over electricity and water sup-
ply. The disruptions intensified, prompting Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather to
repeatedly appeal to members to return to their seats. At one point, he di-
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rected that statements and slogans raised by protesting BJP members should
neither form part of the official record nor be reported.

As BJP legislators continued their protest despite the Speaker's appeals,
Rather asked the treasury benches to disregard the demonstrations and allow
the listed business to continue. Question Hour subsequently proceeded amid
persistent interruptions and sloganeering from the opposition benches. Earlier,
the Assembly had assembled to pay obituary references to three former minis-
ters before commencing legislative business. Proceedings were soon overshad-
owed by a heated exchange over the outsourcing of government jobs. During
Question Hour, BJP members accused the Omar Abdullah-led government of
facilitating outsourcing at the expense of local unemployed youth and failing
to fulfil its electoral commitments on employment generation. Through a starred
question, BJP legislators sought details on the number of government posts
outsourced, the agencies engaged for such arrangements and the criteria adopted
for outsourcing. They alleged that opportunities meant for local job seekers
were being diverted through contractual and outsourced mechanisms. The is-
sue triggered further protests from the opposition benches as members of the
ruling alliance prepared to respond. Amid the pandemonium, Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Choudhary accused the BJP of deliberately disrupting pro-
ceedings for political gain. He said the government was ready to answer ques-
tions relating to public issues and governance, but alleged that the opposition
was more interested in creating disturbances than engaging in debate. Choudhary
said the people of J&K were watching the conduct of all political parties and
would judge their performance. The BJP has indicated that it will also raise
issues including alleged corruption, delays in holding Panchayat and Urban
Local Body elections, unemployment, outsourcing of jobs and the increase in
electricity tariffs during the session. After repeated disruptions and exchanges,
the House was eventually adjourned for the day. The J&K Assembly is sched-
uled to reconvene on Tuesday morning, with legislative business and discus-
sions on governance, employment, public services and other issues expected
to continue.

Ajith Fans Launch
New Political Party in
Tamil Nadu

Following actor Vijay's entry into politics as Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, fan clubs of several other stars are launching political
movements of their own. In recent developments, fans of actor
Ajith have announced the formation of a new political party
called Tamilaga Makkal Kazhagam. The party was formally
launched on Sunday as supporters raised the party flag at
Ulundurpet in Kallakurichi district. Abith has been named found-
ing president, with Ramkumar serving as state secretary and
Mohammed Shah taking on the role of treasurer. The post of
state general secretary has been left vacant. Party organizers
stated that the position will remain open for Ajith Kumar should
he decide to enter active politics in the future. Meanwhile, actor
Ajith has not released an official statement regarding the move-
ment. This comes shortly after actor Dhanush addressed a large
crowd of supporters at a fan-organized blood donation drive.
During the event, he urged fans to look beyond standard movie
celebrations and audio launches, noting that the massive turn-
out reflected strong unity among his followers. However,
Dhanush has not announced any official political party either.

Suchika Tariyal Wins
Bronze in MMA at
Asian Gae

B 5T

Nagoya: India's Suchika Tariyal signed off with a bronze medal in the
women's traditional 60kg mixed martial arts event after losing 0-2 to Singapore's
Hui Hoon Teo in the extra round of their semifinal at the Asian Games here on
Monday. The bronze took India's medals tally to four at the continental show-
piece with three silvers coming from the shooting range. The 36-year-old had
represented India in judo at the 2022 Commonwealth Games and in kurash at
the 2023 Asian Games. Tariyal had defeated Mongolia's Altanchimeg Baigalmaa
2-0 in the quarterfinal to enter the last four and assure herself of a medal. Her
bronze is India's first medal in mixed martial arts that made its debut at the
ongoing Asian Games.

sian Games: Indian Shooters
Win Silver in 10m Air Rifle

China claimed the gold with a world record team total of 1899.0 points, bettering
their previous mark by 0.6 points Rudrankksh finished with a score of 631.8 points to
occupy third place in the individual qualification standings, while Himanshu's 630.0
put himself in seventh. (Image credit: Social media) Select Deccan Chronicle Now
Nagoya: India clinched a silver medal in the men's 10m air rifle team event at the Asian
Games here on Monday, with shooters Rudrankksh Patil and Himanshu Dhillon also
qualifying for the individual final. Rudrankksh, Himanshu and Parth Mane finished
with a team total of 1890.1. China claimed the gold with a world record team total of
1899.0 points, bettering their previous mark by 0.6 points. South Korea produced a
strong fightback but had settle for bronze with a total of 1884.2 points. Also Read -
Asian Games 2026: Indian Women's Hockey Team Hammer Indonesia 17-1 Advertise-
ment Rudrankksh finished with a score of 631.8 points to occupy third place in the
individual qualification standings, while Himanshu's 630.0 put himself in seventh.
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