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Oil Prices Fall 1%, Stay

Above $100 As Supply
Concerns Ease

Oil prices fell about 1%, extending losses for a ?third session, but stayed
above $100 on Friday, as hopes of alternate ?ways for barrels from West Asia
to reach markets ?outweighed concerns about strikes between Saudi Arabia
and Yemen's Houthis. Brent crude futures fell $1.01, or 1%, to $103.77 a
barrel by 0020 GMT, while US West Texas Intermediate futures fell $1.03, or
1%, to $100.88 a barrel. Both benchmarks had closed down about 1% on
Thursday. Markets largely shrugged off concerns about new threats to sup-
plies ?even as Saudi Arabia and Yemen's Iran-backed Houthis exchanged fresh
strikes ?across ?their border on Thursday, expanding the West Asia war front.
Oil prices ?had climbed to around four-month highs this week as sources said
crude loadings at Saudi Arabia's Red Sea export hub of Yanbu had been sus-
pended and Riyadh had cancelled some deliveries to 7Europe after its East-
West pipeline ?was damaged in an attack last week. Sources that have spoken
to Reuters have given varying estimates of how long it will take to reopen the
pipeline and return crude flows to normal. Three of the pipeline's pumping
?Istations — one more than assessed previously — were damaged, according
to satellite imagery ?and three industry sources. A prolonged closure of the
pipeline to Yanbu could cut off as much as 4% of ?global oil supply, traders
have said.

Bloomberg reported that Saudi Arabia was seeking to return about half the
capacity of its East-West oil pipeline within days after the ?critical link to the
Red Sea was halted last week following drone attacks. Saudi Arabia was also
offering more crude cargoes to Asian refiners through ship-to-ship transfers
off Oman's Sohar port, a move that would help offset some of the disruption
caused by attacks on the East-West pipeline.

US Energy Secretary Chris Wright has said that crude should be flowing
through the pipeline within days. Iran's ?Revolutionary Guards Navy said a
Togo-flagged oil tanker was struck while attempting to make an "illegal ?pas-
sage" through the Strait of Hormuz on Thursday, Iranian state media said
early on Friday. Highlighting uncertainty, JPMorgan said on Thursday it ?does
not have a clear baseline view for oil markets for the first time since ?the start
of the US-Israeli war on Iran. The US and Iran have held no peace talks since
an interim agreement reached ?in June collapsed within weeks. The war will
come up for discussion at the United Nations General Assembly next week,
and an Iranian delegation ?will be able to attend, according to the US State
Department.

Mahhi Vij Reveals Mani
Ratnam Cast Her in 'Yuva'

Before Kareena Kapoor

k’.’ — . ¢ u i

Popular television model and actress and the current contestant of the Bigg
Boss 20, Mahhi Vij recently made a shocking revelation about her early ca-
reer in the movie industry. At the beginning of her career, she featured in
several music videos before starring in many South Indian movies as well. In
the latest episode of the show, while having a conversation with fellow con-
testant Kanika Mann, Vij opened up about her initial days in the entertainment
industry. She recounted her early days, moving from music videos to South
Indian films and later to a movie which could've been her Bollywood debut,
before the role was given to another popular actress, Kareena Kapoor.

Mahhi Vij said, "I went to Bombay and got a music video as soon as I
arrived. It was the one where I wore the pink dress, “Tu Tu Hai Wahi.” That
was my first music video. After that, I did a lot of music videos in my career,
and all of them were hits." She then mentioned her transition from music
videos toward movies in the South, where she worked with some of the big
names in the South Indian film industry, such as Prabhu Deva and legendary
Malayalam actor Mammootty. "From there, I was finalized for Yuva. Mani
Ratnam selected me for Yuva," she added. As per Vij, she had been selected
for the role of Meera in Yuva, which was eventually played by Kareena Kapoor.
The character, Meera portrayed the love interest of Arjun Balachandran in the
movie, played by Vivek Oberoi. Meanwhile, She also shared that she lost the
part after a falling-out with someone connected to the project. "For the role
that Kareena played, opposite Vivek Oberoi. But some equations with some-
one had gone a little sour there so it did not materialize," she added. Vij fur-
ther stated that after missing out on Yuva, she chose to head back to Delhi.
Meanwhile, she remained in talks for a couple of other films, but those were
canceled too. Later, Mahhi established herself as a successful TV actress,
gaining popularity for her work in Laagi Tujhse Lagan, Balika Vadhu, and
Sehar — Hone Ko Hai. Afterward, she also participated in some reality shows,
such as Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, Khatron Ke Khiladi, and Nach Baliye 5, which
she won with her ex-husband, Jay Bhanushali.

Cyberabad Police, SCSC Take
Content Creators Beyond The
Uniform Telangana

)

Hyderabad: The Cyberabad police, in collaboration with the Society for
Cyberabad Security Council (SCSC) organised an event to provide content
creators with an understanding of policing, citizen services and technology.
The programme, ‘Beyond the Uniform: An Experiential Journey with
Cyberabad Police’, included an open house tour, a canine and horse show,
and a visit to the PSIOC Building where the Public Safety Integrated Opera-
tions Centre operates from. Participants learned about Dial 112, SCSC, stu-
dent mobility, the centre of excellence, and command and Control opera-
tions. During the tour, the creators gained insights into firearms and bomb
disposal operations. They learned how police dogs are trained and use their
sense of smell to detect and locate objects, besides witnessing police horses
demonstrate their skills. Cyberabad police commissioner Dr M. Ramesh Reddy
emphasised collaboration between police and influencers to build awareness
and reduce fear of the police. He encouraged engagement, awareness and
trust between citizens and law enforcement. DCP, cybercrimes, K. Pushpa
explained PSIOC operations, including managing peak traffic during festi-
vals and emergencies. At the SCSC office, CEO Naved Alam Khan explained
the council’s six forums and their contributions to society. The creators vis-
ited Narsingi police station to understand complaint handling, Dial 112 emer-
gency response, and public services.

Why 9 Dead Women
Found in South Africa
Fuel Serial Killer Fears

Johannesburg: The discovery of the bodies of nine women in the same area on
the outskirts of South Africa's biggest city, Johannesburg, in the last two months have
prompted police to investigate if the killings are linked and being carried out by the
same person. Police say that the proximity of where the bodies were found and other
similarities are sufficiently concerning to investigate if the killings were possibly
carried out by a serial killer. The discoveries of the victims in the Ekurhuleni munici-
pality east of Johannesburg have shocked a country already used to high levels of
violence against women. South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has called for the
investigation to be prioritized. Here's what to know about the killings and the inves-
tigation: Police looking into whether a serial killer is responsible Gauteng provincial
police commissioner Fred Kekana said investigators are examining whether the cases
are linked, but warned against prematurely describing the killings as the work of one
perpetrator or a serial killer.

“Investigators are considering all possibilities, including the possibility of mul-
tiple suspects or separate perpetrators,” he said. “Police are comparing the evidence,
timelines, locations, victim profiles and circumstances of each case before reaching
conclusions.” However, he said that the similarities in the cases were concerning.
The first five bodies were discovered in or near the town of Kempton Park on the
outskirts of Johannesburg. The others were found in separate locations between 25
kilometers (15 miles) and 35 kilometers (21 miles) away.Some of the bodies were
discovered in open areas near major roads. Police say the killings may have taken
place in different locations to where the bodies were found. The last five bodies were
discovered in the space of four days this week. “While investigations are still under-
way and (the South African Police Service) has not, at this stage, confirmed that the
deaths are linked to a serial killer, the similarities are sufficiently concerning for the
police to issue a public warning and intensify investigations,” said Kekana.

Detectives from the Investigative Psychology Unit, which investigates complex
serial violent crimes, are part of the investigation team. The victims were all young
women By Thursday, police said there were a total of nine victims whose killings
might be linked. All were women in their 20s or 30s and all were found either naked
or partially clothed, police said. Some of the bodies had similar bruising. The first
body was discovered on July 17, naked and restrained with cable ties. A suspect
believed to have been the victim's boyfriend was arrested and taken into custody,
according to police, though no charges have been issued against him. One of the
other victims was identified as 38-year-old Elizabeth “Tsontso”” Moselakgomo, who
went missing while out jogging. She was reported missing after her 8-year-old daughter
alerted family members that she had not returned from her daily afternoon jog, and
she was found dead several days later. Another body was found naked and in an
advanced stage of decomposition, authorities said. The youngest victim has been
identified as a 20-year-old woman. Police have appealed to the public for help and
offered a reward of $25,000 for information leading to the apprehending of the per-
petrator or perpetrators. They have also urged women in the area to be extremely
cautious and not go out alone, and have deployed extra officers to the area. South
Africa has high rates of violence against women The killings have highlighted the
high rates of femicide and violent crime in South Africa and sparked a renewed out-
cry over the safety of women. Between April and July this year, the country recorded
5,427 homicides, which is an average of about 45 per day, according to crime statis-
tics. Femicide rates in South Africa are among the highest in the world, according to
the United Nations' agency for gender equality. A study in 2022 by a South African
think tank found that more than 35% of South African adult women had experienced
physical or sexual violence at some point.

MEA Rejects Claims
Linking Leaders’ Illness
to

BRICS Summit Nati
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New Delhi: The Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday rejected as “fake
and misleading” social-media posts claiming that several heads of state who
attended the BRICS Summit had fallen ill because of the event held in New
Delhi on September 12 and 13. “Misleading! We caution against such mali-
cious posts on social-media platforms,” the MEA said in a fact-check posted
on X. The posts began circulating after South African President Cyril Ramaphosa
was advised to rest because of ill health shortly after returning home from the
summit.

“The Presidency wishes to advise that, due to ill health, President Cyril
Ramaphosa is currently booked off from public engagements,” the South Afri-
can government said in a statement on Thursday. “President Ramaphosa, who
returned from the BRICS Summit in India on Monday, has been advised by his
medical team to rest and recover. Where possible, the President has asked the
respective ministers to represent him at scheduled public engagements,” it
added.

Chinese President Xi Jinping had skipped the dinner hosted by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on September 12 and returned to his hotel
to rest. Reports suggested that he may have been exhausted after travelling
from Beijing to New Delhi and immediately attending summit sessions and a
bilateral meeting with Modi. Xi, however, attended the BRICS Summit ses-
sions on both days before returning to Beijing.

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal on Tuesday described the summit as a
“major success”’, saying India had secured consensus among the 11 member
states even “on the most contentious of issues”. Jaiswal said 32 delegations
participated in the summit, including representatives of 11 member states, 10
partner countries, four regional organisations and seven international
organisations. BRICS comprises Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Af-
rica, along with the newer members Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Indonesia, the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. All 11 members attended the summit. The
partner countries represented were Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan, Ma-
laysia, Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.

Dropping Samson in England
Probably Toughest Call of My
Coaching Tenure: Gambhir

New Delhi: India head coach Gautam Gambhir said dropping Sanju
Samson, the player of the tournament in India's triumphant T20 World Cup run
at home, during the recent tour to England was "probably the toughest deci-
sion" he has taken in his tenure. After a run of low scores, Samson made way
for a much-awaited international debut of Vaibhav Sooryavanshi in the T20
series in England. However, India have returned to the established opening
duo of Abhishek Sharma and Samson, who struck two fifty-plus scores in the
dominant 3-0 series win over Afghanistan.

"First of all, he doesn't need to give me any credit (for proper communica-
tion when he wasn't playing). His talent itself is enough for him to be in the
dressing room. He's shown what he's capable of. Someone doesn't become a
player of the tournament in a World Cup without not having the talent. So he's
done enough," Gambhir lauded Samson in the post series media interaction.
"Obviously, it was tough (dropping Samson). Probably the toughest decision
I've taken in my coaching tenure is obviously leaving him out in that England
series, because obviously, the way he's performed before that. But again, some-
times you go with players' form as well," said the former India batter.

Gambhir made it clear that Sooryavanshi will have to wait for his next
opportunity. "In this series, we were always very clear that we want to go back
to the combination that we had during the World Cup, because those guys,
after three or four failures, do not become bad players. "And the kind of cricket
we've played - if a team that has gone unbeaten from one World Cup to the
other World Cup and has won the World Cup - suddenly, it doesn't become a
bad team after one or two series. These guys do not become bad players after
two or three failures. That is what we said. "From Vaibhav's point of view, it
was again a very clear conversation that he has to wait for his opportunity. We
know the kind of talent he has. We know what he can do." The head coach said
long-term performance will be given more importance when it comes to se-
lecting players. "But again, someone who's done extremely well over a period
of two years obviously will always be ahead of someone who's just come into
the team. So, whenever he gets that chance, he will get a longer run as well.
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