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NBC News Helicopter
Crashes in Los Angeles,
Killing Three

LOS ANGELES: A local NBC news helicopter crashed in a Los
Angeles neighborhood on Tuesday and burst into flames, killing at
least three people while reporters were covering the nearby crash of
an SUV and a city bus, officials said. Colleen Williams, an NBC4 Los
Angeles anchor, confirmed during a live broadcast that the station's
chopper went down just before 7 p.m. “We are going to take a couple

of minutes to think about that, process it,” she said, her voice shaking
with emotion. Moments later their coverage abruptly cut off.

The helicopter crashed near a storage building in the neighborhood
of Chatsworth in the San Fernando Valley, as news crews were cover-
ing the bus crash that left at least two people dead and six others in-
jured, according the Los Angeles Fire Department. At least one person
killed in the helicopter crash was outside in the parking lot next to the
commercial building, Capt. Branden Silverman, a spokesperson for
the Los Angeles Fire Department, said during a news conference. It
was unclear if the other two who were killed were on the ground or
inside the aircraft.

One person was taken to the hospital, but their condition was not
known. “We’re trying to determine how many patients were inside the
helicopter,” said Silverman, who described the helicopter as “pretty
well destroyed” and adding that officials would be sorting through the
rubble to see how many victims were on board. At least four cars and
two storage containers on the ground burned after the helicopter caught
fire, which was quickly put out, according to officials. More than 50
firefighters responded to the helicopter crash, according to the fire
department. About two hours before the crash, an SUV slammed into
the middle of a city bus, killing at least two people and injuring six
others. Photos and videos online showed half of the SUV lodged into
the side of an MTA bus. NBCLA has confirmed the helicopter was
NewsChopper4, which is operated by Angel City Air. The outlet said
several TV news helicopters were reporting on the bush crash before
the news chopper went down about a mile and a half (1.6 kilometers)
from the bus collision.

Gov. Gavin Newsom thanked the emergency crews responding to
both crashes and said in a post on X that “our hearts are with the
victims and families.” The National Transportation Safety Board and
the Federal Aviation Administration said it will be investigating the
cause of the helicopter crash and would be sending one of its investi-
gators on Wednesday.

Lakshya Football Academy
Beat Hyderabad Football

Academy for Golden Cup

Hyderabad: Lakshya Football Academy emerged champions
of the Hyderabad Golden Cup Women’s Football Tournament
conducted by the Telangana Football Association at Jubilee Hills
in Hyderabad. Lakshya proved too good for Hyderabad in the
final, defeating them with a commanding 6-1 scoreline. Renuka
scored twice, in the 12th & 29th minutes, Aruna struck in the
36th & 42nd, Poojitha got goals in the Sth & 21st minutes for the
winners. Hyderabad’s only goal came from Ira, in the 16th minute
of the game.

As many as eight teams paticipated in the two-day tournamnet
that was played over the weekend which saw competitive foot-
ball being dished out much to the delight of the spectators who
had turned up for the matches. The result (final) Lakshya FA 6
(Renuka 12,29, Aruna 36, 42, Poojitha 5, 21) bt Hyderabad FA 1
(Ira 16) Individual Awards Top Scorer: Poojitha (Lakshya Foot-
ball Academy) — 12 Goals Best Goalkeeper: Bhagyamma
(Lakshya Football Academy) Best Player: Wajhiya. Emerging
Player: Ira (Hyderabad Football Academy) Promising Player: Jiys
(BPHC)

Howrah Ganesh Puja Pandal Features Modi
Drinking Tea With Lord Ganesha

A Ganesh Puja theme in West Bengal's Howrah featuring Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Lord Ganesha drinking tea together has triggered a po-
litical controversy, with Trinamool Congress leader Arup Roy accusing re-
cent BJP entrants of trying to "butter up" the party. The display shows Modi
and Lord Ganesha seated together with cups of tea. The words "Hindu Rashtra"
are written on the wall behind them, while a saffron-coloured map of India
bearing an 'Om' at its centre and a saffron flag have also been placed at the
pandal.

Puja organiser Khokon Kanra, a promoter by profession, said he had been
organising the puja for a long time and that it was his personal puja. He said
he presents a different theme every year and that this year's concept was also
his own idea and had received a good response from visitors. "My intention
is not to hurt any religion. Those saying that I have done this because I have
recently joined the BJP are completely wrong," Kanra said.

"I have considered Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a symbol of the
nation and Lord Ganesha as a symbol of religion, and prepared the theme
accordingly," he added. Roy, however, criticised the display and called for
action from the BJP's district and state leadership. "This should not be done.
I do not know whether the BJP or the Prime Minister is aware of this or not,
but the district and state BJP should take strict action against those who have
done this," Roy said. Howrah district BJP secretary Om Prakash Singh said
he was unaware of who had organised the event but did not see anything
wrong with the theme. "Various kinds of pujas are organised in West Bengal,

and different themes are seen durmg Durga Puja. I do not see anything wrong
with this," Singh said. He also criticised Roy's remarks, saying, "I do not agree
with what the current Trinamool president Arup Roy is saying. During his ten-
ure, people had to approach the court to organise pujas." Singh said the district
BJP would discuss the matter and take action if it felt such a step was neces-
sary. The controversy has drawn attention to the increasingly prominent use of
political and religious imagery in public festival themes in West Bengal.

Houthi Strikes on Saudi Threaten
Bab-el-Mandeb Navigation: India

New Delhi: India on Tuesday expressed serious concern over Houthi at-
tacks on Saudi Arabia's civilian infrastructure and economic assets, caution-
ing that such strikes undermine regional stability and threaten freedom of
navigation through the Bab-el-Mandeb strait. The remarks by External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal came amid a sudden escalation
in tensions in West Asia, especially after the Houthi strikes on Saudi Arabia.

Responding to questions on the situation in West Asia, Jaiswal said Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar discussed the latest developments during a
meeting with Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud on the
margins of the BRICS summit on Sunday. "The issue of the Houthis was also
discussed. As you know, recently there was an attack on Saudi Arabia which
we have condemned. We are also deeply concerned with the escalation in the
situation in the Red Sea region," the spokesperson said.

"We have condemned the attack on the Saudi sovereign territory, includ-
ing on civilian infrastructure and economic assets. I would say that such at-
tacks undermine regional stability and threaten freedom of navigation through
the Bab-el-Mandeb," he said. "These are obviously unacceptable to us; we
hope there is early restoration of peace and stability in the region. Having
said that, let me say that we continue to receive energy supplies from that part
of the world," Jaiswal added.

The Iran-backed Houthi militant group had attacked Saudi Arabia's East-
West oil pipeline, which is considered very crucial for the supply of crude
oil. Ever since the conflict involving Iran disrupted shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, the East-West pipeline has served as a critical bypass for Saudi
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Arabia's oil exports. The Houthi attacks have also triggered concerns over the
safety of the Bab-el-Mandeb shipping lane.

The Bab-el-Mandeb is one of the world's most critical maritime chokepoints,
located between the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. It connects the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea. India last week condemned
the latest wave of attacks on Saudi oil installations. The attacks on Saudi oil
facilities came amid the US ramping up its economic sanctions against Iran.
The Houthis have been majorly operating from Yemen.

Himalayas Near Tipping Point, Millions of

Livelihoods at Risk: Re

Hong Kong: The Himalayas are approaching a tipping point as glaciers
melt faster than a decade ago, ?threatening water security as the region ap-
proaches "peak water" by mid-century, ?according to a study released this
month. The findings come after the collapse of a Himalayan glacier in late
August along the Nepal-Tibet border, which caused cascading landslides and
flash floods in the valleys below. At least 1,300 people have ?been con-
firmed dead and more than 5,300 are missing across ?Nepal and China's
Tibet region. As glaciers retreat, they are leaving behind ?unstable glacial
lakes held back by little more than loose rock and ?ice, above valleys where
millions of people live, the study found. The study was produced by Systemiq,
a sustainability advisory firm, together with the Integrated Mountain Initia-
tive, the International ?Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, and
India's G.B. Pant National Institute ?of Himalayan Environment.
Himalayan glacier mass loss had accelerated in recent decades, while only
21 ?glaciers ?were currently monitored on the ground out of an estimated
40,000 glaciers across the Hindu Kush-Himalaya region, a vast mountain
system spanning eight countries from Afghanistan to Myanmar, the study
found. Close to 200 glacial lakes in ?India had been identified ?as high ?risk,
with 56 classified as "very high risk", leaving millions exposed downstream.
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As the region neared "peak water", the point when ?river flows stop rising
and start declining, it would ?have profound ?implications for water security.
As the Himalayas underpinned more than 20% of India's GDP, the region made
up a key piece of the country's national ?economic ?infrastructure, upon which
hundreds of millions of ?people depended. Though making up around 18% of
India's land, the Himalayan region accounted for roughly 35% ?of the country's
natural disasters.

Yash’s Toxic Stumble Worries Telugu Stars" Dlrector Welghs In

As Preferred Source A Tollywood director believes the underwhelming
box-office performance of Kannada star Yash’s Toxic could force several
Telugu stars to rethink how they promote their upcoming action films. Ac-
cording to the director, the action-heavy positioning of Toxic may have cre-
ated expectations that the film ultimately failed to meet. “The action sequences
in Toxic didn’t impress the audience as much as expected, and the film failed
to connect at the box office,” he says. “It has sent shivers down the spine of
Telugu stars, who are now being forced to rethink their promotional strate-
gies.”

He points to Nani’s approach to The Paradise as an example. While the
film is expected to have substantial action, Nani has repeatedly emphasized
that the story is fundamentally an emotional drama centred on the relation-
ship between a mother and her son, with action serving as an additional ele-
ment. “That clearly shows a new promotional idea,” the director adds. There
is little doubt that Yash built a larger-than-life image through the KGF fran-
chise, with his swagger, intensity and action persona making him a major star
beyond Kannada cinema. His image was also well received by Telugu audi-
ences. However, the director feels that the expectations created by that image
may have worked against Toxic.“They reportedly opened strongly in the
Telugu states, but the audience was disappointed as the action did not deliver
the emotional or storytelling impact they expected. The forced action, de-
spite being well choreographed, and the lack of a strong connection with the
story affected the film’s run,” he says. The director believes other young

- : 'fl | 2l
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Telugu heroes, including Vijay Deverakonda, Nikhil Siddhartha and Naga
Chaitanya, may also need to reconsider how they market their upcoming ac-
tion-oriented films such as Ranabaali, Swayambhu and Vrushakarma. “Instead
of selling these films purely as big action spectacles, the promotional cam-
paigns should communicate what the core emotion and story are. Telugu audi-
ences want a strong reason behind the action. If the story and logic connect
with them, the action automatically becomes more impactful. So, filmmakers
should think about this carefully,” he concludes.
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