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Modi Opens India’s
Space Trek To World

New Delhi: Noting that scientific data must serve the common good, with
openness and integrity, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday said that
India supported a safe, secure, and sustainable space domain anchored in in-
ternational law. Modi lauded the Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro)
while addressing the first International Space Summit and reiterated India’s
aim to establish a space station by 2035 and send an Indian to the Moon by
2040. The Prime Minister, in his virtual address at the International Space
Summit held in Paris, said space now shaped life on Earth, from climate and
crops to oceans and communities. “The promise of space is infinite. Our re-
sponsibility is collective. As orbits become crowded, technologies more pow-
erful, and actors more numerous, our choices must be clear: cooperation over
confrontation, sustainability over short-term gain, and inclusion over exclu-
sion,” he said. The PM stated India’s approach was rooted in the “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam — One Earth, One Family, One Future” spirit, and this spirit
must now travel beyond the planet. “We support a safe, peaceful and sustain-
able space domain anchored in international law, dialogue and cooperation.
Scientific data must serve the common good, with openness and integrity,” he
said, adding India’s space journey reflected this philosophy, and the Isro, which
stands at the heart of this journey, has earned global admiration for its excel-
lence and cost-effective missions. He noted its capabilities serve farmers,
weather forecasting, disaster management and navigation. “More than 430
satellites from 34 countries have travelled to space aboard Indian rockets.
Isro’s technologies and partnerships serve not only India but the wider world,”
he said.

NCC Cadets Explore Singapore's
Multiculturalism, Development

During Youth Exchange
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As Preferred Source A cadet delegation of the Nat1onal Cadet Corps
(NCC) of India experienced Singapore's multicultural society, national
development and diplomatic links with their country during a week-
long youth exchange programme.The team, comprising two officers
and 10 cadets, visited Singapore from August 30 to September 5 under
the Youth Exchange Programme (YEP) 2026, aimed at promoting in-
ternational understanding, cultural exchange, friendship and leader-
ship among young people.

The Singapore programme brought together participants from In-
dia, Singapore, Brunei and Hong Kong, giving the cadets opportuni-
ties to interact with their counterparts and learn about different cul-
tures, lifestyles and social values, reported Friday weekly Tabla! The
visit combined national education, cultural immersion, adventure and
experiential learning. At the Singapore Discovery Centre, the cadets
learnt about the city state's history, national identity, development and
future aspirations. Visits to Raffles Place and Marina Bay offered a
closer look at Singapore's transformation into a modern city-state.

The cadets also explored heritage places such as Malay-origin
Kampong Glam, Bugis Street, Chinatown, Little India and the hotel
and tourist belt Orchard Road, experiencing first-hand the multicultural
character of Singapore and how different communities coexist within
the city. The cadets learnt about the functioning of a diplomatic mis-
sion during their visit to the Indian High Commission in Singapore.
These included the mission's responsibilities towards Indians over-
seas and the close, multifaceted relationship between India and
Singapore.The interaction also gave them a first-hand understanding
of how India is represented abroad. For the young cadets, the
programme offered lessons extending beyond sightseeing and cultural
exposure. The exchange also allowed friendships to develop among
participants from the four countries, reinforcing the role young people
can play in strengthening understanding across borders. The NCC del-
egation returned to India on September 5.

New Delhi Residents Face Traffic Chaos as
India Prepares to Host BRICS Summit
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Select Deccan Chronicle Now New Delhi: Bad traffic is a fact of life in
New Delhi, but it's often at its worst when foreign dignitaries come to town.
As India's capital prepares to host a summit of the BRICS grouping of coun-
tries this weekend, parts of one of the world’s busiest urban centers have
been turned into tightly controlled security zones. Even as many Delhi resi-
dents are proud to play host to a gathering of world leaders, the traffic chaos
is testing their patience and prompting widespread complaints about how the
city plans for major events. BRICS is a grouping of 11 major emerging mar-
kets and developing countries, named after an acronym for Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa.

Thousands of police and paramilitary personnel were deployed Friday,
with barricades, checkpoints and traffic curbs in place across major roads
and key areas a day before the summit begins Saturday. City authorities also
declared it a public holiday in an effort to reduce traffic and limit movement
across the city. Government offices, schools and many private businesses
were closed, reducing traffic and giving security agencies greater control
over movement. Some schools shut their doors on Thursday. Similar mea-
sures were imposed in 2023, when New Delhi hosted the G20 summit.

The restrictions are disrupting daily life in a capital already notorious for
chronic congestion. Millions of vehicles compete for space on its roads each
day, and even short trips can stretch into lengthy commutes. Officials said the
restrictions were necessary to ensure the smooth running of the major multi-
lateral gathering. They urged residents to work from home where possible,
plan journeys in advance and follow official traffic advisories.
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But millions of Delhi residents still needed to go to work. Office workers,
delivery drivers and daily wage earners reported difficulties reaching work as
roads were closed, routes diverted and traffic restrictions changed. Taxi fares
rose in some areas as drivers faced longer routes and congestion, while resi-
dents complained of confusion over changing restrictions. Some took to social
media to post images of barricaded roads and ask for advice about getting
around.Neeraj Kumar, an autorickshaw driver, said the restrictions were hit-
ting poorer residents hardest. “If a one-kilometer journey turns into an eight-
kilometer detour, what are we supposed to do?”” he asked. Kumar, who has
been driving for 35 years, said authorities should ensure that security measures
for foreign delegates do not come at the expense of residents. “The govern-
ment should make proper arrangements for foreign delegates so that neither
the public nor the guests should face any trouble,” he said. Mohammed Eliyas,
ayoung delivery driver, said the restrictions would prevent many workers from
earning for several days. “Even if we reach work, we will get stuck in traffic.
‘We won’t be able to work,” he said. Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian are among the
leaders expected to attend the summit Saturday and Sunday. BRICS has ex-
panded from its original membership to include 11 countries that together rep-
resent about half the world’s population and a significant share of global en-
ergy, resources and economic output. The group has sought a larger role in a
global order long dominated by the United States and its Western allies and
has gained support in parts of the Global South, where countries have criti-
cized Western-led financial institutions.

Houthis Seize Key Yemeni Red Sea Port,
Sources Say; Energy Flows at Risk

Cairo: Iran-aligned Houthi militants seized control of Yemen's port
city of Mocha on Thursday, military sources said, posing a ?further
threat to global energy supplies hours after President Donald Trump
said he expected the war to end after mid-term elections. Four Yemeni
government military sources said the Houthis had gained ?further le-
verage over the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the southern outlet of the Red
Sea and one of the world's most important shipping routes, and were
launching attacks on the strategic islands of Hanish.

The Houthis entered the current war alongside Iran with an attack
on Israel on March 28, but largely stayed quiet before declaring a
naval blockade against Saudi Arabia in July and stepping up attacks
on the south of the kingdom in September. Saudi Arabia, the world's
largest oil exporter, has relied on the Red Sea shipping route since
7the Iran conflict effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz, through
which a fifth of global oil used to flow.

Riyadh and Tehran, despite a China-brokered thawing of relations,
have long been regional rivals and ?deeply distrust one another. Ten-
sions in the region were high on Thursday, with Saudi civil defence
authorities issuing emergency alerts in the southwestern city of Khamis
Mushait for the ?fourth time in 24 hours, as the Houthis attacked.
Pakistan has delivered a Saudi warning to Iran to rein in its Yemeni
Houthi allies in an effort to prevent the crisis from spiralling, Saudi,
Pakistani and Iranian sources said.

A ?senior Iranian official confirmed that Pakistan conveyed the
message to Tehran on Tuesday and its response was that "Iran does
not control the Houthis". The escalating conflict in Yemen between
Saudi Arabia's Yemeni allies in the internationally backed govern-
ment and ?the Houthis, comes as Iran and the United States staged
their biggest declared wave of tit-for-tat attacks on shipping in the
Gulf region since the war began in February.

The U.S. President threatened again to attack a site associated with
the Islamic Republic's nuclear programme. Brent crude prices hov-
ered above $100 a barrel as supply routes through both the Strait of
Hormuz and the Red Sea remained heavily disrupted. AXIS OF RE-
SISTANCE Seen as part of a regional alliance known as the "Axis of
Resistance" backed by Iran, the Houthis have also ?rallied behind the
Palestinians in the Gaza war, lobbing drones and missiles at Israel
and attacking commercial shipping in the Red Sea. Yemeni govern-
ment forces and their allies are relocating south along the Red Sea
coast to Dhubab, ?which sits directly on the strait, across from the
island of Perim, government military sources said. Control of Dhubab
and the island is key to gaining hold of the strait, they said. Bab el-
Mandeb, or the Gate of Tears, named for its ?perilous navigation con-
ditions, ?lies between Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula and Djibouti
and Eritrea on the African coast, making it a major prize for the
Houthis, who control Yemen's most populous areas and much of the

north. It is one of the world's most important routes for crude oil and
fuel from the Gulf bound for the Mediterranean via the Suez Canal, or
the Suez-Mediterranean pipeline on Egypt's Red Sea coast, as well as
commodities bound for Asia, including Russian oil. Trump Names
Deadline To End War The war and subsequent increase in fuel prices
have helped drive Trump's popularity to record lows. The president
said Tehran was trying to influence the November U.S. mid-term elec-
tions, which will determine whether ?his Republican Party retains con-
trol of Congress. "I think war ?is going to end immediately after the
election ?because they can't hold out any longer. They're desperate to
try and affect the election," Trump told reporters on Wednesday. Trump
has previously set deadlines for the war to end. The Wall Street Journal
reported later that top White House advisers, including Vice President
JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio, have privately warned
Trump that the ?conflict could extend through the remainder of his
presidency, which ends in January 2029. Reuters could not immedi-
ately verify the report. Iran said it had attacked 10 ?ships near the Strait
of Hormuz ?on Wednesday after the U.S. sank five Iranian oil tankers,
the latest in a series of tit-for-tat strikes that have signalled scant chance
of an imminent end to hostilities. Trump said in a speech at the mid-
term Republican convention on Wednesday the U.S. may hit Iran's
Pickaxe Mountain, a heavily fortified site that hosts two deeply buried
tunnel complexes near Iran's damaged Natanz uranium enrichment fa-
cility. The U.S. and Israel launched military strikes on Iran in February
partly due to concerns over ?Tehran's nuclear programme. Iran ?says
its nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes. In recent weeks Wash-
ington had cited increasing success guiding tankers through the Strait
of Hormuz, ?which carried about a fifth of global oil supplies before
the war. But a resumption of fighting this month appears to have set
back any such gradual reopening. Just seven vessels transited the strait
on Wednesday, half the 10-day average, preliminary ship-tracking data
showed on Thursday.
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