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India Says US Trade Deal
Hinges on Preferential
Tariff Rate

Indla will finalize a trade deal with the US once Washlngton offers tariff
terms that give exporters an advantage over competitors, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said, signaling a key sticking point in protracted negotiations
between the two countries. “As soon as the US is able to give us the preferen-
tial rate in comparison to our competition, we will finalize the bilateral trade

agreement and announce the final details,” Goyal said at a national workshop
on leveraging free-trade agreements on Thursday. He added that India was
looking at the tariff treatment available to competitors including Vietnam and
Bangladesh and wanted rates that were either better or reduced to zero.

“We have to see the rate that Vietnam pays in another country, what
Bangladesh goods are charged,” Goyal added. “Our rates will be better.” The
comments come as India seeks to balance ties with longstanding partners in-
cluding Russia and Iran while maintaining relations with US President Donald
Trump. India and the US first announced a trade deal framework in February,
but negotiations have since dragged on as the two sides struggle to bridge
differences over tariffs and market access. Goyal is due to travel to the US
later this month for a Group of 20 trade ministers’ meeting and is expected to
hold talks with US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, according to media
reports.

AP CM Naidu, Gover-
nor, Deputy CM Extend
Teachers’ Day Greetings

As Preferred Source Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, Governor S Abdul Nazeer and Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan extended Teachers’ Day greetings to teachers across the state on Friday. Naidu’s
greetings Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu extended his greetings to teachers who
play an important role in shaping students’ lives and instilling discipline. Sharing a
message on X, Naidu said future generations should take the life and teachings of Dr
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan as an example. He noted that the birth anniversary of the
eminent teacher and former President is celebrated as Teachers’ Day every year on
September 5.

He said September 5 is observed every year to commemorate the birth anniversary
of Bharat Ratna Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, who served as India’s first Vice-Presi-
dent and second President. The Governor described Dr Radhakrishnan as an exem-
plary academician, scholar, philosopher, author and statesman who upheld high ethi-
cal values. He also highlighted the important role of teachers, describing them as the
backbone of society.

Sharing a message on X, Pawan Kalyan said teachers do more than impart knowl-
edge, as they awaken curiosity, shape character, build confidence and inspire future
generations. “A teacher does not simply impart knowledge. A teacher awakens curios-
ity, shapes character, gives confidence to dream and inspires a generation to become
its best self,” he said.

CM Yogi to Visit Varanasi
Today, Conduct Aerial
Survey of Flood-Hit Areas

Varanasi: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is sched-
uled to visit Varanasi on Saturday to take stock of the flood situation
in the city and review relief measures for affected people. According
to reports, the Chief Minister will arrive in Varanasi around 5:00 PM.
Before reaching the city, he will conduct an aerial survey of the flood-
affected areas to assess the ground situation. CM Yogi will travel to
Varanasi from Azamgarh and hold a meeting with officials and public
representatives at the Police Lines 'Safe House'. The meeting, which is
expected to last around 20 minutes, will focus on the flood situation
and relief efforts. Following the review meeting, the Chief Minister
will visit the flood relief camp at a college, where he will distribute
relief materials among the affected people. Later, the CM will offer
prayers at the Kaal Bhairav and Vishwanath temples before departing
for Lucknow at around 7:30 PM. Amid the ongoing flood situation,
there is some relief for residents as the water level of the Ganga River
in Varanasi has started receding.

Several areas of Moradabad's Mundha Pande region have been in-
undated following a rise in the water level of the Kosi River, submerg-
ing roads and disrupting normal movement. Residents are commuting
on boats provided by the administration. Earlier on Thursday, CM as-
sured flood-affected families in Farrukhabad that his government is
committed to finding a permanent solution to the recurring flood prob-
lem. Addressing a gathering in Farrukhabad, CM Yogi said the gov-
ernment was taking steps to protect both people and livestock in flood-
affected villages and directed the administration to ensure fodder, vac-
cinations and medicines for cattle. "We are making every effort to
ensure that in areas where floodwaters have entered villages, livestock
is not harmed. Complete arrangements are being made on a war foot-
ing across every area to provide fodder, vaccinations, and essential
medicines for cattle,”" he said.

Meanwhile, due to the rise in the Ganga's water level, the Varuna
River had also witnessed a surge, affecting several low-lying areas of
Varanasi. On Friday, Varanasi Municipal Commissioner Himanshu
Nagpal inspected flood-affected areas of Salarpur ward by boat and
reviewed relief and sanitation arrangements. During the inspection,
he visited Rasulgarh, Salarpur, Konia, Saraiyan, Pulkohana and
Khalispur areas and directed officials to intensify relief work. Instruc-
tions were issued for immediate cleaning of garbage along the Varuna
River banks to prevent waste from entering the water. The civic au-
thorities also ordered regular fogging, insecticide and anti-larvae spray-
ing in affected areas to prevent mosquito breeding and disease out-
breaks. Chlorine tablets were distributed among residents to prevent
illnesses caused by contaminated water, along with instructions on
their proper use. Relief camps in Salarpur were directed to ensure ad-
equate lighting, sanitation facilities, toilets and regular cleaning for
the convenience of displaced residents. Varanasi Mayor Ashok Kumar
Tiwari also conducted a survey of flood-affected coastal areas by mo-
torboat on Friday, while District Magistrate Satyendra Kumar inspected
relief camps across the city and reviewed arrangements for affected
families. The District Magistrate interacted with residents at relief
camps and instructed officials to ensure timely food supply, medical
facilities and essential amenities. Special attention was directed to-
wards children, elderly people and pregnant women. Medical teams at
relief camps were instructed to remain available round the clock, while
officials were asked to maintain cleanliness and ensure proper arrange-
ments for food preparation. The district administration said its priority
remains ensuring the safety, health, food and basic needs of flood-
affected families, with all concerned departments directed to remain
active in relief operations.

India’s First ‘Sentient’ Corporate Campus to Come in Pune

Mumbai:India’s first sentient corporate campus will be set up at
Bajaj FinservCampus at Koregaon Park Annexe, Pune. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday laid the foundation stone for the project.
Speaking at the ceremony, CM Fadnavis said that the Bajaj Finserv
Campus will not only be the largest but also the most intelligent and
sustainable ecosystem in the country. Built with Al and IOT at its core,
the Bajaj FinservCampus building will sense its environment and oc-
cupants’ needs and proactively adapt in real time. According to com-
pany sources, the Al and IoT systems will enable the Campus to re-
spond to changing weather, occupancy and environmental conditions.
Sensors and analytics will help optimise energy and water consump-
tion, crowd density and movement. Predictive maintenance systems
using IoT sensors will monitor critical infrastructure, while automa-
tion and robotics will support Campus operations. The Campus’ eco-
efficient design will maximise natural breeze and daylight while re-
ducing cooling requirements. The Campus will operate on renewable
energy and target 80% water recycling, rainwater harvesting and zero
waste. It’s biophilic design will bring nature into the workplace through
extensive green zones, including rare Ayurvedic gardens, Miyawaki
and replanted native forests. Native species from Maharashtra will be
used to support biodiversity.

The Campus will be supported by floor and cluster-level monitor-
ing of air quality and temperature. An integrated employee app will
provide access to campus facilities, including navigation, parking and
bookings. The Campus will also have an integrated medical centre
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offermg telemedicine and emergency response services, along with
dedicated wellness support. Sanjiv Bajaj, Chairman & Managing Di-
rector, Bajaj Finserv, said, “Built to global LEED and IGBC standards,
the Campus will combine eco-efficient and biophilic designs with Al-
driven systems and operate entirely on renewable energy. The Cam-
pus will be a testament to a tech-ready future and to India’s growing
financial and technological strength.”

Meet The Confirmed
Contestants Of Bigg
Boss Telugu Season 10

gRAND LAUNCH
SEPTEMBER @ 7Teom

lgﬁllallifxl |5ﬂ'l SUN 24—|

&5,‘ v

Akkineni Nagarjuna is set to return as the host of Bigg Boss Telugu for its
landmark 10th season. The new season is scheduled to premiere in September
2026 on JioStar and Colors Telugu. Ahead of the premiere, the confirmed
contestants list for Bigg Boss Telugu Season 10 has been revealed. Anchor
Varsha, Debjani (Eneno Janmala Bandham), Jabardasth Naresh, Jabardasth
Auto Ram Prasad, Mukesh Gowda (Guppedantha Manasu), and Athidi
Eshwaran (Prema Desam) are the confirmed contestants for this season. All of
these celebrities are set to enter the house on the premiere date.

Alia Bhatt and Shahid
Kapoor Have No Connection
to Dragon

Rumours about Bollywood actors Alia Bhatt and Shahid Kapoor being
part of NTR and Prashanth Neel’s much-awaited Dragon have been dismissed
by a source close to the production. “There is no truth in these rumours. We

haven’t signed either of them,” says a source close to Mythri Movie Makers,
the production house backing the film. Dragon stars Jr NTR in the lead, with
Prashanth Neel at the helm. Kannada actress Rukmini Vasanth is paired oppo-
site NTR. The film is being mounted on a large scale, with the makers report-
edly planning a substantial production budget.

“Shooting is expected to commence soon, but no date has been fixed yet,”
the source adds. Meanwhile, NTR’s recent shoulder surgery has resulted in
changes to the film’s shooting schedule. The actor is expected to take around
two to three months to return to his normal routine, but the production is not
expected to come to a complete halt during his recovery. With NTR tempo-
rarily away from the sets, Prashanth Neel is expected to use the period to
focus on the pre-production and other groundwork for Salaar 2: Shouryaanga
Parvam, his next collaboration with Prabhas. However, the source maintains
that Dragon remains Neel’s immediate priority and that the film is expected to
be completed first. “NTR’s film is expected to be completed by February next
year, after which Prashanth Neel will move on to Salaar 2. Dragon is being
made on a budget of around Rs 400 crore and is one of the most eagerly
awaited films,” the source says.

Hyderabad’s Vishesh
Wins ‘Special’ Title at

City Course
‘31 elangana

& -
4.

CHALET

Hyderabad: Local favourite Vishesh Sharma held his nerve through a dramatic final
round to secure his maiden professional title at the Rs 1 crore Golconda Masters at
Hyderabad Golf Association. The 19-year-old closed with a one-under 69 to finish at
21-under 259, one stroke ahead of Amar-deep Malik in the tournament’s 12th edition.
Vishesh (60-66-64-69), playing his second season on the DP World PGTI, collected
*15 lakh. The victory lifted him from 25th to 14th on the 2026 Order of Merit, taking
his season earnings to *30,93,550, and secured his place in the DP World India Cham-
pionship. Malik (61-65-68-66) mounted a strong challenge with a closing four-under
66 but finished runner-up at 20-under 260. Chandigarh’s Akshay Sharma (69-69-63-
60) and Delhi’s Honey Baisoya (64-64-68-65) finished joint third at 19-under 261.
Vishesh began the day with a four-shot advantage, but his route to victory was far
from straightforward.
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