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CM Vijay Announces India, Belgium Sign Defence Pacts to
World-Class Olympic

City in Chennai

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Thursday an-
nounced the establishment of a world-class Tamil Nadu Olympic City in
Chennai under Rule 110 in the State Assembly. According to the Tamil Nadu
CMO, the Olympic City will be developed by the Tamil Nadu Sports Devel-
opment Authority and will feature world-class sports arenas, state-of-the-art
sporting equipment, a High Performance Training Centre, and dedicated Sports
Science and Sports Medicine centres. The facility will also have modern
infrastructure, including accommodation for sportspersons and coaches, ac-
cording to the announcement made by Chief Minister Vijay. The Olympic
City is aimed at creating an integrated sports hub to provide athletes with
advanced training and support facilities, helping sportspersons from Tamil
Nadu win more medals at the Olympic Games and other international sport-
ing events.

The Chief Minister also announced that a dedicated motorsports city will
be established in Chennai to host Formula 1-4 races in the city. In June, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) created a task force to monitor
motorsports, with a vision to bring back Formula 1 racing to the country by
the end of 2028. "We will try to bring back F1 in India by 2028. For this, we
created a task force which monitors motor sports in the country and submits
its report to the Ministry," an MYAS source told ANI on Saturday.

Earlier this year, Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India (FMSCI) Presi-
dent Arindam Ghosh attended a meeting with the Sports Ministry in New
Delhi and said efforts were underway to bring Formula 1 back to India by
2030, along with a round of the World Rally Championship (WRC) and
MotoGP by 2028. Later, at the FMSCI Annual Awards function, Ghosh said
the meeting with Union Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of
State Raksha Khadse, senior officials and potential stakeholders focused pri-
marily on bringing F1, MotoGP and a round of the WRC to India.

"The Federation stressed the need to develop Indian drivers and the over-
all development of motorsports in India, and the FMSCI's inputs were well
received," he added. At the Awards Night in Bengaluru, all the Motorsports
National champions for 2025 were honoured, with 137 trophies across 17
disciplines, covering both two-wheelers and four-wheelers, presented. Awards
were also given to the winning teams, promoters and sponsors of the 17 Na-
tional championships.

India, Belgium Agree To
Expand Cooperation In
Trade, Defence

India and Belgium on Thursday agreed to significantly expand their coop-
eration in trade, defence, critical minerals, clean energy and technologies fol-
lowing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's wide-ranging talks with his Belgian
counterpart Bart De Wever.In his media statement, Modi highlighted India
recording a 7.8 per cent growth rate in the last quarter and said the country's
economic rise was a source of confidence and new opportunities for the world.

The Belgian prime minister described the conclusion of the India-Euro-
pean Union free trade pact as a major milestone, and said New Delhi and
Brussels are building a relationship that is broad and more strategic than ever
before. "Today, the world is passing through a phase of great upheaval. In
many parts of the world, situations of conflict persist. Food, fuel or supply
chains- uncertainty is affecting every sector,” Modi said.

Even in this challenging environment, India's economy has maintained its
momentum. In the last quarter, we have recorded a growth of 7.8 percent," he
said. The prime minister said India's growth story is becoming "a source of
confidence and new opportunities for the world". Modi once again pitched
for resolving the conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia through dialogue and
diplomacy. "India and Belgium, both believe in the rule of law, dialogue, and
diplomacy. Be it Ukraine or West Asia, we support all efforts for the early end
of conflicts and for peace," he said. The prime minister said India and Bel-
gium are committed to eradicate every form of terrorism. Modi also listed
priorities of the two countries to expand cooperation in areas of high tech-
nologies and clean energy. "A clean energy future and reliable supply chain
are our shared priorities. An MoU signed today on renewable energy will give
new momentum to our sustainability cooperation,” he said. "In critical miner-
als, we have decided to increase cooperation in processing and recycling. In
semiconductors, Belgium's expertise and India's scale are complementary to
each other," he added.

Boost Industrial Cooperation

New Delhi: Indian defence ties with European partners reached a signifi-
cant milestone on Wednesday as Defence Minister Rajnath Singh hosted his
Belgian counterpart in New Delhi for extensive strategic talks aimed at ex-
panding bilateral manufacturing capabilities. The high-level discussions fo-
cused on deepening bilateral engagement, with both nations signing multiple
pacts to bolster industrial collaboration.

Taking to social media to share details of the interaction, Singh said he
had a "very productive meeting" with Belgium's Defence and Trade Minister
Theo Francken. Singh said the two sides reviewed the entire spectrum of de-
fence relations and defence industrial cooperation between India and Bel-
gium. "Multiple MoUs and contracts under the Defence Industrial Coopera-
tion were also signed, towards leveraging Belgian technology together with
Indian skill and scale," Singh said.

Building upon these initial exchanges, Singh on Thursday called for greater
cooperation between India and Belgium, saying the two countries have the
potential to further expand their partnership amid a period of "great geopoliti-
cal and economic turmoil" globally. Singh made the remarks during the India-
Belgium Ministers' Meeting in the national capital, where he highlighted the
longstanding partnership between the two countries based on mutual respect,
democratic values and a shared commitment to a rules-based global order.

Belgian Minister Theo Francken led the visiting delegation. "The world is
witnessing a time of great geopolitical and economic turmoil. Most of it is not
our doing, but we have to handle the challenges. In such situations, meeting a
friend and partner like you provides a useful opportunity to exchange views
and perspectives," Singh said. He said the recently held India-Belgium Strate-
gic Dialogue had provided a framework for taking the bilateral partnership
forward, including in the areas of defence and security.

Singh noted that there was significant potential to further expand coopera-
tion between the two countries, particularly by strengthening engagement be-
tween their industries. "We welcome greater cooperation with Belgian and

Indian defence companies," he said, expressing optimism that the discussions
would provide strategic direction to bilateral engagements. The latest discus-
sions come amid a rapidly evolving global geopolitical and economic land-
scape, set against the backdrop of the conflict in West Asia and the Russia-
Ukraine war. Singh said the meeting with his Belgian counterpart offered an
opportunity to exchange views on emerging challenges and chart the future
course of bilateral cooperation. The Belgian Minister is in India along with
Prime Minister Bart De Wever, who is on an official visit to the country from
September 2 to 4. Prime Minister De Wever is scheduled to hold bilateral
talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday to discuss the entire
spectrum of bilateral relations, as well as regional and global issues of mutual
interest. The visit will provide an opportunity to further strengthen the India-
Belgium partnership and advance cooperation in areas of mutual interest, in-
cluding defence and security, along with further deepening India-EU and In-
dia-Europe engagement.

Ganga Likely To Breach Highest Flood
Mark At Patna's Gandhi Ghat

The water level of the Ganga river is rising due to incessant rain in Bihar
and is likely to breach the "highest flood mark" at Gandhi Ghat here on Thurs-
day night, an official said.The state Disaster Management Department also
urged people living on the riverbanks and in low-lying areas in Bhojpur, Patna,
Saran, Vaishali, Nalanda, Begusarai, Lakhisarai and Jehanabad districts to
remain alert and avoid unnecessary movement near ghats and embankments.

"The water level in the swollen Ganga river is likely to breach the highest
flood mark at Gandhi Ghat in Patna on Thursday night and at Hathidah in
Mokama around noon on September 4," the official said. The people have
been advised not to bathe or swim in the river, undertake unnecessary boat
rides or engage in other risky activities near the river, he said. "Residents
should keep essential documents, medicines, mobile phones, torches, drink-
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ing water and other emergency supplies ready and be prepared to move to designated safe locations or relief camps if instructed by the administration," the
department said in an advisory. It urged people to only follow instructions issued by the administration and rescue teams in case of flooding. In an emergency,
people can contact the State Emergency Operation Centre at 1070 or the local administration for assistance, the department said.

2 Killed, 3 Officers Injured in
aneapolls Apartment Shootln

MINNEAPOLIS: Two people were killed and the suspect is dead after a
shooting in a downtown Minneapolis apartment building Wednesday after-
noon, according to police. Three Minneapolis police officers were also in-
jured, including two of them from gunshot wounds, police Sgt. Garrett Parten
said at a press conference on Wednesday evening. All three officers are in
stable condition, according to Hennepin County Medical Center.

A 911 call about shots fired at the building came in just after 4:30 p.m.
and within three minutes officers entered the high-rise and found victims,
Parten said. They then heard more gunshots and followed them to a higher
floor, where they found “a haze that significantly limited their visibility,” he
said. Parten did not provide additional details about the haze. One officer was
shot in the leg and taken to the hospital, along with the two other injured
officers, he said. One of the officers was in surgery, he said. “This is a tremen-
dously tragic event and our thoughts and prayers are with the families, the
loved ones of those who lost their lives, those who were injured and with the
injured officers and their families,” Parten said.

One of the victims was fatally shot at the scene, and one died after arriv-
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ing at the hospital, he said. Parten said it was not immediately clear how the
shooter died. Hennepin County Medical Center said it received seven patients
but didn’t share additional information about the conditions of those wounded.
Julius Bailey was sitting outside of his apartment building when he heard gun
shots and saw a man he recognized as a resident of the building holding a
pistol. Bailey said he heard a woman screaming and immediately started run-
ning away. He said he counted eight shots.

Bailey said that he recognized the man holding the gun because he was
someone who was known for showing off his weapon. Bailey said he has tried
to avoid the man since moving into the building in June. “I could tell he was
trouble,” he said. Chris Miller, who also lives in the apartment building, said
he heard a rapid succession of gunshots and quickly ran outside for safety. He
said he believed he knew who carried out the shooting and that he encoun-
tered someone in the hallway with a handgun earlier this week and reported
that person to management. Video posted to social media showed police aim-
ing rifles upward at an apartment tower near the Minneapolis Convention
Center. Officials warned residents to avoid the densely populated Loring Park
neighborhood nearby. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz said in a post on social me-
dia that state officials are on the ground helping local law enforcement re-
spond to the shooting. “Grateful to law enforcement actively working to en-
sure the safety of our neighbors in Downtown Minneapolis this afternoon,”
Walz said. “Minnesota is praying for our first responders.” The FBI is re-
sponding to the shooting and “will offer any and all resources necessary to
assist local authorities,” Director Kash Patel said in a post on the social plat-
form X.
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