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Anna Konidela Shares
Heartfelt Birthday Wish
For Pawan Kalyan

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan is celebrating his
birthday today. Pawan Kalyan’s wife Anna Konidela penned a heartfelt note
on his birthday and shared a beautiful picture. She captioned the post, "Cel-
ebrating you today. You are in so many hearts, thoughts, and prayers — a beau-
tiful reflection of how many lives you have touched and how much you have
given to others. Happy Birthday!"

Pawan Kalyan Receives
Glowing Wishes From
Celebs And Fan

Actor-politician Pawan Kalyan turned a year older today. He received birth-
day wishes online from his legion of fans. Many celebs took to social media to
wish him a great year ahead. Notably, the second installment of the OG Uni-
verse was teased yet again by director Sujeeth Sign. An update will be pro-
vided in the evening, at 4:05 pm. The Deputy CM of Andhra Pradesh recently
underwent a shoulder surgery. Another surgery is scheduled to be held later
this year.

Karthi, SJ Suryah
Pray at Tiruchendur
Temple for Sardar 2

\ \

Thoothukudi: Actors Karthi and SJ Suryah, along with actress
Ashika, visited the Tiruchendur Subramanya Swamy Temple and of-
fered prayers for the success of their upcoming film 'Sardar 2', which
is scheduled to release on September 10. The Tiruchendur Subramanya
Swamy Temple is one of the Six Abodes of Murugan (Arupadai Veedu),
a group of six foremost and sacred Hindu temples dedicated to Lord
Murugan. Film personalities and political leaders frequently visit the
temple to seek blessings. During their visit, Karthi, S.J. Suryah and
Ashika offered prayers at various shrines, including those of Lord
Subramanya Swamy, Valli, Deivayanai, Lord Shanmugar, Lord
Perumal, Lord Sathru Samhara Moorthy and Lord Dakshinamurthy.

After offering prayers, the actors stepped out of the temple, where
devotees gathered to catch a glimpse of them. The crowd waved at
Karthi and S.J. Suryah, who warmly waved back. As news of their
arrival spread, a large number of fans and devotees gathered inside the
temple complex, creating a brief bustle in the area. Meanwhile, the
makers of 'Sardar 2' recently unveiled the trailer of the much-awaited
sequel at a launch event in Chennai. 'Sardar 2' is the sequel to Sardar,
a spy action thriller that featured Karthi in dual roles as a father and
son. In the first film, Rajisha, Raashii Khanna, Chunky Pandey, Laila,
Rithvik, Munishkanth, Avinash, Yugi Sethu and Balaji Sakthivel were
there.

The sequel is produced by S. Lakshman Kumar and Ishan Saksena.
Sardar was an Indian Tamil-language spy action-thriller film directed
by P. S. Mithran and was produced by S. Lakshman Kumar under Prince
Pictures. The film starred Karthi in a dual role alongside Raashii
Khanna, Rajisha Vijayan, Chunky Pandey, Laila, Rithvik, Munishkanth,
Avinash, Yugi Sethu and Balaji Sakthivel in pivotal roles. The film
was a hit at the box office.

TVK Govt to Drop FIRs Against Farmers,

Teachers Who Protested During DMK Rule

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Wednesday an-
nounced a slew of measures in the state Assembly, including drinking water
projects worth Rs 4,800 crore and the withdrawal of cases registered against
farmers and teachers for peacefully protesting over their livelihood, rights
and demands. Making the announcements under Rule 110, Vijay said the de-
cisions were aimed at strengthening public welfare, improving essential ser-
vices and protecting democratic rights.

Under the drinking water programme, the government will establish a 400
MLD desalination plant at Minjur to meet the requirements of North Chennai,
Avadi, Ponneri and Minjur. A new Rs 500-crore scheme will also be imple-
mented in Avadi Municipal Corporation to provide 24-hour drinking water
supply to all households. The government has allocated Rs 1,000 crore to
improve drinking water facilities in Madurai and Cuddalore municipal corpo-
rations, nine municipalities and 20 town panchayats. Another Rs 300 crore
has been earmarked as the first phase for renovating 33 old combined drink-
ing water schemes.

A Rs 410-crore project will also be implemented to enhance the capacity
of the Chennai Kilpauk Water Treatment Plant. Vijay also announced the with-
drawal of all cases registered against farmers and teachers between May 2021
and April 2026 for peacefully protesting for their livelihood, rights and legiti-
mate demands. The government said the decision was taken on humanitarian
grounds and in keeping with democratic principles.

"This government will stand by farmers and teachers and their just de-
mands," Vijay said. He cited cases filed against farmers protesting the SIPCOT
industrial estate in Tiruvannamalai district, including instances where farmers
were booked under the Goondas Act. Vijay also referred to protests by farm-
ers in Parandur against the proposed airport, where they had raised concerns
over the loss of agricultural land, water bodies and livelihoods."All those cases
also will be withdrawn. This move will further strengthen democratic rights
and reinforce trust between common people and government," the Chief Min-
ister said.

In another announcement, CM Vijay unveiled Waste-to-Energy projects
in Tirunelveli and Salem municipal corporations. The Tirunelveli project will

—
- -

br o -

generate 9 MW at a cost of Rs 256 crore, while the Salem project will gener-
ate 10 MW at Rs 291 crore, taking the combined investment to Rs 547 crore.
The Chief Minister also announced the digitisation of Driving Licences and
Registration Certificates. Digital RCs for newly purchased vehicles will be
available statewide from September 15, 2026, while those passing driving
tests will receive digital licences on the same day from the same date. The
digital documents will carry QR codes for electronic verification and can be
downloaded and printed again if lost or damaged. Transport-related services
will also gradually be brought under Anywhere Registration and Licensing.
Meanwhile, the Assembly witnessed discussion over the ongoing protest by
sanitary workers of the Greater Chennai Corporation. Leader of Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin raised the issue of more than 2,000 workers protesting for
15 days at Ripon Buildings, seeking permanent employment, wage hikes, ESI
and PF benefits and regularisation of contract workers. Minister Rajmohan
said the government was working towards an amicable solution and that some
files were ready.

Who is Major Rishabh Singh Sambyal,
India's National Crush, Who Retired

Since 2024, one of the most photographed people in India wasn't a film
star or a cricketer. He was a soldier in uniform, standing a respectful step
behind President Droupadi Murmu at official functions- Major Rishabh Singh
Sambyal, whom the internet had crowned as the new male "National Crush."
His story, though, is a lot more than viral clips. It's the story of a boy from a
border district in Jammu who worked his way through some of the toughest
gates in the Indian defence system, and then, at the peak of his fame, chose to
walk away from it due to “personal reasons and family commitments,” which
he stated during an interview.

Sambyal comes from the Samba district of Jammu & Kashmir, and be-
longs to the Dogra Rajput family, and he was always interested in a life in
uniform and joining the armed forces. Sainik School to the Indian Military
Academy Sambyal was educated at a Sainik School, institutions built specifi-
cally to groom young students for the National Defence Academy. He studied
at Sainik School Kapurthala in Punjab before preparing further at a defence
academy in Jammu.

In 2013, he cleared the competitive NDA entrance exam, and a year later
cracked the Services Selection Board interview to join the NDA's 133rd course
in Pune. After roughly three years there, he moved to the Indian Military Acad-
emy in Dehradun for further training before being commissioned into the Army,
a journey that is widely regarded as one of the most prestigious and demand-
ing academic-to-military pipelines in the country. Elite 4 Para Special Forces
Sambyal's early service included a stint with the Jat Regiment, where he first
built his reputation, before he went on to join the elite 4 Para (Special Forces)
- one of the Indian Army's most punishing units, built around counter-terror-
ism and high-risk covert operations that demand extreme physical and mental
toughness.

Becoming the President's Aide-de- Camp The role that truly changed ev-
erything came a few years later, when Sambyal was appointed Aide-de-Camp
(ADC) to President Droupadi Murmu. It's a posting reserved for a small pool
of exceptionally disciplined, high-performing officers, and it comes with real
responsibility, protocol management, security coordination, travel logistics,
and being present at virtually every major ceremonial and diplomatic engage-
ment the President attends. For the next couple of years, Sambyal was rarely
out of frame at Rashtrapati Bhavan events, Republic Day functions, and state
and international visits, always immaculately turned out and unfailingly com-
posed.

How He Became the "National Crush" What made Sambyal, who is more
than 6-foot-tall... handsome army man, different from the usual list of public
figures and celebrities, was that he never tried to be one. His popularity built
itself, clip by clip, and reels that went viral on social media. People noticed
his sharp uniform and calm bearing under pressure, but what really won hearts
were the small, human moments where he was seen handing the President his
handkerchief when she was visibly moved, shielding her with an umbrella in
the rain, sharing a warm word with her granddaughter, or exchanging a smile
with her mid-speech or just trying to ensure that the children dont get too
close to the President. None of it was scripted. All of it went viral. Somewhere
in that flood of reels and screenshots, the label stuck- Major Rishabh Singh
Sambyal, India's "National Crush." A Decision Four Months in the Making
Then, at the height of that popularity, came the surprise. In mid August 2026,
after roughly 12 years of service, Sambyal announced his premature retire-
ment at just 30 years old. He has said it wasn't an easy call. He described it as
the hardest decision of his life, made necessary by family commitments he
never expected to have to prioritise over his career, and one he spent nearly
four months quietly weighing before going public with it. The Army hasn't
detailed the official reasons, but reports point to personal considerations rather
than anything to do with his record or conduct, which by all accounts remains
spotless. Before hanging up his uniform for good, he met President Murmu
one last time at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 21 August 2026, later sending her
photographs from the meeting along with a note of thanks for her guidance
and blessings over his years as ADC.

What's Next for the Major? Barely days into civilian life, Sambyal admits
he already misses the smell of sweat after a hard day, the uniform, the routine
that structured over a decade of his life. But he isn't stepping back to disap-
pear. He's said he's building something of his own, with an eye on inspiring

young people who might be walking the same path he once did. In his first Q
& A session he did on Instagram, where he received more than 13,000 ques-
tions about his life and chose to answer a few pertinent questions about his
army life. About Marriage One question that was asked was whether he was
married. Rishabh clearly mentioned that he was not married, had no inten-
tions to marry as of now, and that he had no girlfriend either, which would
have brought much relief to his female fans. He also cleared the air about a
rumour that he was leaving the country to marry a foreigner and that there was
no truth in it. LinkedIn Profile shows ‘Open to Work’ The former ADC who
served in the Indian Army for a total of 12 years and was selected for one of
the most prestigious assignments in the armed forces as the President’s ADCs
in March 2023, according to his LinkedIn profile, also mentions his key areas
of expertise, including strategic leadership, risk and crisis management, tacti-
cal communication, and operational planning, and his commendations. And
for those who missed the contact info section, his birth date is March 12th!
Whatever comes next, Major Rishabh Singh Sambyal has already left behind
a career most soldiers only dream of, and a very unusual kind of fame...

Egypt Bus Crash Kills
16, Injures 28 In Sinai

A bus crash in Egypt's eastern Sinai Peninsula on Wednesday killed
16 people and injured 28 others, the health ministry reported. Twenty
ambulances rushed to the scene of the accident, which occurred on the
road between the popular tourist towns of Dahab and Nuweiba on South
Sinai's eastern coast, the ministry said. Authorities said the injured were
receiving medical care but did not say what caused the crash.

The area is a popular tourist destination, known for its marine
biodiversity, natural beauty and mountain hiking trails. Car crashes are
common in Egypt, and often blamed on reckless driving, poor mainte-
nance and uneven law enforcement. Last year, nearly 6,000 people died
in road accidents across the country, according to Egypt's state statistics
agency.
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