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Nepal Floods: Rescue Under-
way for Workers Trapped in
Rasuwa nel

Rasuwa: A rescue operation is underway at the Chilime hydropower tun-
nel near Syabrubesi village in Nepal's Rasuwa district, after devastating flash
floods swept through the region, trapping an unknown number of workers
inside. Nepal Police Deputy Inspector General D Regmi said the tunnel houses
several buildings and, being a hydropower facility, has many workers during
operational hours. "There are many buildings inside this tunnel, and since it is
a hydro tunnel, many people also work there... The tunnel is also damaged,
and floodwaters have entered the tunnel,” Regmi said, adding that rescue teams
began operations at around 7 AM on Tuesday to determine exactly how many
people remain trapped inside. "We had reached there before the rescue team.
The rescue team landed by helicopter. Now the rescue team has started enter-
ing the tunnel," he said. The tunnel is one of several such structures built
along the Bhotekoshi River, which enters Nepal from Tibet. It was this river
that caused the flooding. Roughly 14 kilometres from the site lies the Tibet-
China border checkpoint, beyond which access is not possible.

A local resident described the disruption caused by the disaster. "Due to
heavy rains, the routes have closed here. It is difficult to get here. I have heard
that 25-30 people were there in the tunnel," he told ANI. Meanwhile, rescue
operations in Bidur of Nuwakot in Nepal also continue, with the army evacu-
ating people from the region. Several shops in a market in the Trishuli region
were destroyed as the Bhotekoshi and Trishuli river systems were hit by the
flood.

Rasuwa and Nuwakot have been among the severely affected districts. So
far, 279 bodies have been recovered from Chitwan, 216 from Nawalparasi
East, 168 from Nawalparasi West, 65 from Gorkha, 55 from Dhading, 38
from Tanahun, and 23 from Rasuwa, according to Nepal's National Disaster
Risk Reduction & Management Authority (NDRRMA). A total of 3,925 people
are missing, as per the NDRRMA, which includes 592 foreign nationals. So
far, 11,379 people have been rescued. The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
on Monday informed that 158 Indian citizens had been evacuated safely from
Nepal so far. Unidentified bodies are being stored at 21 hospitals nationwide
while authorities work on identification procedures.

Indian Embassy Issues Pro-
cedure For Repatriation Of

Flood Victims’ Remains

Select Deccan Chronicle Now The Indian Embassy in Nepal
on Tuesday issued a detailed procedure for the identification and
repatriation of mortal remains of foreign nationals, including
Indians, killed in the devastating flash floods in the country.The
flash floods that triggered near the Nepal-Tibet border on Au-
gust 26 swept through northern and central Nepal, killing hun-
dreds, leaving thousands missing and damaging homes, roads,
bridges and hydropower infrastructure.

The Government of Nepal has laid down a nine-step proce-
dure for handing over mortal remains of foreign nationals, in-
cluding documentation, recording photographs and details, post-
mortem examination, verification of the cause of death and for-
mal identification, the embassy said in a press release. The pro-
cess also includes collection of fingerprints, DNA and other fo-
rensic samples, verification of the deceased's passport or iden-
tity documents, completion of embassy or consular coordination,
and issuance of a handover or release memo and receipt, it said.

The first four steps of the procedure will be carried out by
Nepali authorities, the embassy said. If relatives are able to iden-
tify mortal remains through photographs and descriptions up-
loaded on the Nepal Police website, the Indian Embassy will
assist in coordinating with local authorities for their handover
and repatriation. The Government of Nepal has temporarily in-
terred a large number of mortal remains to prevent health risks,
the embassy said, adding that identification of such remains would
require DNA matching with first-degree relatives.

Modi Urges Swadeshi:
Says Avoid Foreign
Trips, Weddings Abroad

. TN =
(T & i1

As Preferred Source New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Mon-
day hailed India's 7.8 per cent real GDP growth in the first quarter of FY27,
calling it a reflection of the "collective strength" of the people, while taking a
swipe at the Opposition, accusing them of "spreading despair” in the country.
In a video message posted on X, PM Modi congratulated the people of India
for their hard work and said the country's economic growth came despite glo-
bal challenges, including wars, crises and disrupted supply chains. He also
took a dig at the Opposition for echoing falsehoods and spreading despair.

"A growth rate of 7.8%--the nation is filled with joy. I congratulate the
people of this country for their resolve and their industrious spirit; this re-
flects our collective strength. The world is mired in conflict; news of war is
coming from all directions, and the globe is beset by crises. Supply chains are
severely disrupted. Since the COVID era of 2020, stability has been elusive
everywhere. Yet, India continues to progress rapidly. Meanwhile, within the
country, there are those mired in the abyss of pessimism, echoing falsehoods
and spreading despair. Rising above all this and cutting through these ob-
stacles, the nation has achieved a growth rate of 7.8%. We must maintain this
momentum. We must keep moving forward, and for that, becoming
Atmanirbhar Bharat is essential," he said.

Calling for greater emphasis on domestic products and local consump-
tion, he said, "The mantra of Swadeshi, Vocal for Local: foreign trips, if you
go for sightseeing, should not be done. If you do weddings abroad, it should
not be done. One should live the mantra of "Wed in India'. And if it's not
necessary, then gold should not be bought either." "The more we emphasize
'Swadeshi' and self-reliance, the more confident I am that by the time we mark
100 years of independence, we will hand over a 'Viksit Bharat' to our youth.
Through our hard work today, we will surely realize the dreams of our younger
generation. Let us spare no effort in our endeavors. Our policies are sound,
and our intentions are pure. The combined strength of 1.4 billion Indians is
uniting to take the nation to new heights. Let us celebrate, make a firm re-
solve, and march forward together to turn that resolve into reality," PM Modi
added.

According to data released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), India's real GDP grew 7.8 per cent in Q1 FY27,
covering the April-June period. Real GDP was estimated at Rs 81.36 lakh
crore in Q1 FY27, compared with Rs 75.46 lakh crore in the same quarter of
FY26. The latest growth figure was also higher than the 7 per cent Q1 FY27
growth estimate earlier projected by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

The RBI had also revised its real GDP growth forecast for the full finan-
cial year FY27 to 6.7 per cent from 6.6 per cent. Nominal GDP, measured at
current prices, was estimated at Rs 88.27 lakh crore in Q1 FY27, compared
with Rs 80.00 lakh crore in Q1 FY26, registering a growth of 10.3 per cent.
Real gross value added (GVA) was estimated at Rs 73.82 lakh crore in Q1
FY27, compared with Rs 68.21 lakh crore in Q1 FY26, registering a growth
of 8.2 per cent. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also welcomed the GDP
figures and credited the people of India for the strong performance. "Esti-
mated growth of real GDP in Q1 of FY 2026-27 is 7.8 per cent. Nominal GDP
in Q1 of FY 2026-27 is estimated to have grown by 10.3 per cent, while Real
GVA has recorded growth of 8.2 per cent," Sitharaman said in a social media
post. She added, "The credit for this strong performance goes to the people of
India and their hard work. Reforms undertaken by the NDA Government,
together with an agile management of the economy, are bearing results. The
NDA Government, led by PM Shri @narendramodi, remains committed to
further expanding economic opportunities for all our citizens." The Q1 GDP
estimates are subject to revisions. MoSPI said improved data coverage and
revisions in input data by source agencies would have a bearing on subse-
quent revisions of the estimates. The next release of quarterly GDP estimates,
covering the July-September quarter (Q2) of FY27, is scheduled for Novem-
ber 30, 2026.

Messi’s Emotional Retire-
ment Message: Full Text

Argentina: Argentina superstar Lionel Messi announced his retirement from inter-
national soccer on Monday, ending 21 years of national-team duty that were capped
by winning the World Cup in 2022 to secure his place in the pantheon of the game's
greatest ever players. “It was a decision that hurt — and still hurts deeply — but I
understand that the time has come,” the 39-year-old Messi said on his Instagram
account.Messi, who will continue to play at club level with Inter Miami in Major
League Soccer, played in a record-tying six World Cups. He won it four years ago in
a tournament he dominated in Qatar and also led Argentina to the title match in 2014
and again this year, when the Albiceleste lost to Spain in extra time in New Jersey.
Messi stands shoulder to shoulder with Diego Maradona, a compatriot with whom he
was so often compared, and Brazil icon Pelé as the greatest players of all time.

For many, he's the best. “I swear to you that I always gave it my all — not just in
these last few years when we won everything, but before that too," Messi wrote. "l
always fought and left everything on the field for this jersey, to bring you joy and
make you feel proud to be Argentine through football.” Messi played 207 games for
Argentina and finishes as its all-time leading scorer with 125 goals, 21 of them in
World Cups. Only one player has more goals in men's internationals — his long-time
rival Cristiano Ronaldo, who has 146 and has yet to announce his retirement from
Portugal duty.

Anna Hazare Hospitalised for
Viral Infection and Dehydration

Mumbai: Social activist Anna Hazare has been admitted to a
hospital in Mumbai for treatment of viral infection and acute
dehydration, his aide said on Tuesday.Hazare, 89, was brought
to the Bombay Hospital in south Mumbai on Monday from
Ahilyanagar district, where he had been admitted in a local hos-
pital for initial treatment, the aide said. Doctors at Bombay Hos-
pital are conducting a detailed assessment of Hazare's condition
to determine the next course of treatment, he said.

Bigg Boss Telugu 10: Is
Anchor Varshini the
Highest-Paid Contestant?

The countdown has begun for the popular reality show Bigg
Boss Telugu 10, and names of several celebrities are doing the
rounds on social media. Jabardasth anchor Varshini Sounderajan
is rumored to be one of the probable contestants for the upcom-
ing season. Additionally, speculations suggest that Varshini might
be one of the highest-paid contestants. However, neither Varshini
nor the show's organizers have confirmed her entry or remunera-
tion. Varshini is a popular face who enjoys a massive fan base in
the Telugu states. Her participation would surely add glamour to
the show. Bigg Boss Telugu 10 is all set to premiere on Septem-
ber 6 and will air on Star Maa and stream on JioHotstar.

Mahesh Babu to Son:
'Chase Your Dreams
th indns'

R - =i - RS e
Hyderabad: Telugu superstar Mahesh Babu and former actress Namrata
Shirodkar's son Gautam Ghattamaneni turned 20 on Monday. The 'Okkadu’
star penned a sweet note on Instagram for the birthday boy. "Happy 20 GG!!
As you step into this new chapter, may you always chase your dreams with
courage and kindness..... Proud of you today and every day....
@gautamghattamaneni,” Mahesh Babu's message read. He also shared a pic-
ture of him walking with his son. Gautam is literally a carbon copy of his dad.

Gautam also received an adorable birthday shout-out from his "massi"
and actress Shilpa Shirodkar. "Happy birthday to my wonderful man, my
favourite child! I am so proud of the handsome, remarkable man you've grown
into. I can't wait to watch you shine in this world. Never forget that I'll always
be your biggest cheerleader. Love you so much, rockstar!
@gautamghattamaneni," she posted on Instagram.
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