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Iran President Pezeshkian
to Meet PM Modi at SCO

Summit in Kyrgyzstan

b

f
#

As Preferred Source Tehran: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian is set
to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his two-day visit to Kyrgyzstan
for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit and SCO Plus
meeting, Iran's state-run IRNA News Agency reported on Monday. According
to IRNA, Pezeshkian left Tehran for Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, to
participate in and address the SCO summit and the SCO Plus meeting.

During his visit, the Iranian President will hold bilateral meetings with
several participating leaders, including PM Modi, Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, and the Presidents of Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.
Pezeshkian will also attend the official opening ceremony of the 6th World
Nomad Games at the invitation of Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov, IRNA
reported. Prior to his departure, Pezeshkian said that Iran does not seek war,
but will respond with strength and determination to any aggression. He con-
sidered instability in the region to be detrimental to all countries and emphasised
the need for convergence to advance economic and security goals.

"This meeting is very important and most of the leaders of the region will
be present in it. In a situation where some international institutions are seek-
ing to create a unified space in the world, this meeting is considered a symbol
of the existence of diverse and independent voices in the global arena," he
said. Emphasising the ancient and civilised history of the countries of the
region, the President stated, "We live in a region whose destiny, history, and
civilisation go back thousands of years, and we have always been in commu-
nication, coexistence, and growth with each other."

"Therefore, peace, security, economy, and civilisation have arisen from
this land, and it is natural that we should strive to expand this trend in today's
world," he added. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in
Bishkek on Sunday, where he will participate in the 26th Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) Summit, marking the next leg of his two-country
visit after concluding his state visit to Uzbekistan.

The Prime Minister was received at the airport by Adylbek Kasymaliev,
Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Kyrgyz Republic. PM Modi is
visiting Bishkek at the invitation of Kyrgyz President Sadyr Zhaparov. The
26th SCO Summit will bring together leaders of member states to deliberate
on regional and international issues and ways to further strengthen coopera-
tion within the grouping. The Prime Minister is also scheduled to hold several
bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the summit.

Gandak, Kosi River Waters
Rise At Normal Rate, Admin
Monitoring Situation

o

Select Deccan Chronicle Now Patna: Following severe flooding in Nepal
and heavy rainfall in catchment areas, water levels in the Gandak and Kosi
rivers have risen in Bihar.To regulate the river flow, all 36 gates of the
Valmikinagar Barrage and 20 gates of the Kosi Barrage have been opened.
Officials said water levels and discharge of both rivers have declined over the
past 24 hours. Amid misleading reports circulating on social media, the Supaul
district administration clarified that the water level of the Kosi River is rising
at a normal rate and the Kosi Barrage is completely safe. The situation is
being continuously monitored. In view of a possible further rise in water lev-
els, administrations of West Champaran, East Champaran, Saran and Gopalganj
districts have been put on alert. As per reports, the devastating floods in Nepal
that swept through the Bhotekoshi—Trishuli corridor were triggered by a mas-
sive ice-rock avalanche in the high Himalayas, not by conventional rainfall,
according to a preliminary report by Nepalese scientists.The report, commis-
sioned by the Nepal Environment Society (NES), was released on Sunday.
The study found that a huge mass of ice, rock and debris fell from around
5,200 metres in the Langtang—Lirung area of Rasuwa and entered the Lhende
River. The surge then travelled downstream through the Bhotekoshi and into
the Trishuli, generating a powerful debris-laden flood, My Republica reported.
The disaster devastated towns and villages in northern and central Nepal on
August 26. Meanwhile, the death toll from flash floods in Nepal rose to 903,
authorities said on Monday, with bodies continuing to be recovered.

Nepal Flash Flood Death Toll Rises to 903, Missing 4,247

KATHMANDU: Devastating floods near the border with China have killed
at least 903 people in Nepal, while the number of missing in the country has
soared to 4,247, its disaster authority said Monday, as rescue efforts entered a
sixth day. Chinese state media earlier confirmed 16 dead and 546 people miss-
ing in Tibet following Wednesday's disaster, taking the overall toll to 919
dead and 4,793 missing.

Nepal's list of the missing includes 592 foreigners. It also includes 933
workers on hydropower projects along the river which the torrent crashed
through, according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Authority. Nepal's disaster agency listed 3,655 missing citizens in its update
on Monday morning. That includes Nuwakot district, where the missing rose
sharply to 1,158, up from 115 reported on Sunday, as well as a further 562
unaccounted for in Rasuwa district. The missing includes 45 Nepali army
soldiers, 38 police and armed police officers, and 19 customs and immigra-
tion officers. In India, authorities in Uttar Pradesh state said they had recov-
ered 17 bodies from rivers flowing from Nepal, believed to be flood victims.
Indian authorities are seeking to identify the bodies, and they are not included
in the toll.

Pakistan, Turkiye, Saudi Set to

S

Hold first

Meetln of Makkah Defence Pact

= =

Islamabad: The inaugural meeting of the Strategic Political and Defence
Committee established under the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement (Makkah
Accord) will be held on Monday in Istanbul, Turkiye. Pakistan will be repre-
sented at the meeting by Deputy Prime Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Fed-
eral Minister for Defence, Khawaja Muhammad Asif, and the Chief of Army
Staff & Chief of Defence Forces, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, according
to a statement from the Foreign Office. "Pakistan's participation in the meet-
ing signifies Pakistan's historic bonds of friendship with the brotherly coun-
tries of Turkiye and Saudi Arabia, as well as its desire for lasting regional
peace and stability," it said. The meeting will also be attended by the respec-

tive Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Ministers of Defence, as well as Chiefs of
General Staff of Turkiye, and Saudi Arabia. The defence deal was signed in
the Muslim holy city of Makkah earlier this month and hailed as the first
concrete step toward creating a Muslim block for joint security of those coun-
tries. It has the potential to expand and already Bangladesh has shown interest
in the pact. Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye signed the 'Makkah Joint De-
fence Agreement' on August 7. Under the agreement, an attack against one of
the countries will be treated as an attack against all of them, amid increasing
security concerns in the wake of escalating tensions in West Asia.

BJP, RSS Plotting to Cut Tribal Representa-
tion Through Dehtatmn* Congress

Ranchi: The Congress on Sunday alleged that the BJP and RSS were con-
spiring to weaken tribal representation by seeking to reduce seats reserved
for them in legislatures through delimitation, and vowed to oppose any such
exercise based on the 2007-08 delimitation report. Addressing the 'Adivasi
Ekta Mahajutan Rally' at Ranchi's Morabadi Ground, state Congress in-charge
K Raju said the party would stand with tribals in their fight to protect their
political representation and rights over land, water and forests.

"The BJP tells 'adivasis' (tribals) they are forest dwellers, but our leader
Rahul Gandhi clearly said you are 'moolvasi' and you have full rights over
water, forest and land," he said. Raju said that Gandhi, the Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha, had told him to convey to the gathering that the proposed
delimitation was a "BJP conspiracy" aimed at reducing tribal seats in the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies. All India Adivasi Congress chairman Vikrant
Bhuria said the party was protesting against any move to reduce tribal repre-
sentation through delimitation. "The BJP is trying to reduce our seats of rep-
resentation during delimitation. We have come to protest against that through
this rally," Bhuria said. He said Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge had
demanded that delimitation be postponed for another 25 years so that tribal
representation reflected their future population and reservation.

"All of you should always remember, as many seats as we have, that much
will be our strength. They are going to reduce our power to contest elections,"
he claimed. Congress MP Sukhdeo Bhagat alleged that tribals had borne the
brunt of displacement caused by mining, industries, large projects and dams.
"Tribal land is being snatched. Now, the BJP and RSS are conspiring to si-
lence the tribals by reducing their seats in the name of delimitation. But they
will never succeed in this land of Birsa Munda. Adivasi seats will not de-
crease, their voice will not be suppressed,” he said.

Former state minister Bandhu Tirkey said the Congress would oppose any
delimitation exercise based on the 2007-08 report. "The BJP and the RSS
want to reduce our seats. But we want to make it clear that if they carry out the
delimitation exercise based on the 2007-08 report, we will not tolerate it. The
tribals are ready to fight for their rights," he said. Tirkey also alleged that the
proposed delimitation could weaken constitutional safeguards under the Fifth
Schedule and provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)
Act, or PESA. He further alleged that the Centre had enacted the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2026, to take away
the rights of tribal people over coal. "The Union government wants to take
away coal from Jharkhand and restrict the state's power to levy taxes on min-
eral rights and mineral-bearing land parcels. We will not let them take even
an ounce of coal. You all should also get ready to fight against it. This fight
will continue until the Modi government takes back this law," Tirkey said.
The former minister also alleged that Rs 1.36 lakh crore owed to Jharkhand
was pending with the Centre and demanded that the BJP explain why the
amount had not been released. Meanwhile, five proposals were handed over
to Raju during the rally for communicating them to Gandhi, said Lakshmi
Narayan Munda, convener of the rally. "The proposals include opposition to
reducing ST seats in the name of delimitation, pressing the Centre to with-
draw the MMDR Amendment Act, stopping illegal occupation, purchase and
sale of tribal land in violation of the CNT Act, and granting a separate reli-

gious code to followers of the Sarna faith, among others," he said. Mean-
while, senior BJP leader Babulal Marandi accused the Congress of "cheating
and deceiving" tribals throughout its political journey. He also alleged that the
state's demography was being changed in a planned manner. "Why are the
Congress, missionaries and Hemant government silent on changing demogra-
phy," asked Marandi, who is the Leader of Opposition in the state assembly.
He said the constitutional rights of tribals were safe under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Marandi appealed to tribals not to "fall into
the trap" of the Congress and missionaries and said the BJP would fight any
attempt to "loot" the state.

Bhagwat’s US Diversity Remarks Spark
Opposition’s ‘Doublespeak’ Charge

New Delhi: The Opposition on Sunday accused RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
of indulging in doublespeak over his remarks on diversity in the US, even as
the BJP hailed him, saying he has shown the world what Hinduism actually
means. Addressing events in the US, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief said that unity in diversity is in Bharat's DNA, underscoring that it has
to be celebrated, respected and accepted.

He also said that if any Hindu thinks that there should be no Muslims in
Bharat, he will not remain a Hindu. The Congress, Trinamool Congress, Aam
Aadmi Party and other opposition parties said Bhagwat should convey this to
BJP leaders and outfits that "spread hatred between Hindus and Muslim".
Reacting to the remarks in the US, Congress spokesperson Shama Mohamed
said that Bhagwat should "stop lying" and alleged that the RSS' DNA has
"hatred and communalism". Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal took a swipe at
Bhagwat, saying he was left wondering whether it was Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi or the Sangh chief speaking. Sibal, a leading opposition voice and a
senior advocate, hit out at Bhagwat, saying "you accept diversity abroad; you
do not tolerate diversity at home". TMC MP Sagarika Ghose said that a "chill-
ing duplicity" was on display and asked Bhagwat not to be "intellectually and
morally dishonest". Make sure actions in India match words delivered abroad,
she said.remark-sparks-opposition-backlash-1983561
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