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Pak Drones Spotted
Along LoC in Rajouri,
Search Underway

Rajouri/Jammu: Security forces launched a search operation along the Line
of Control in Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri district following the sighting of
suspected Pakistani drones along the border area, official sources said on Fri-
day. Some suspected Pakistani were flying along the LoC in the Rumlidhara
area of the Nowshera sector around midnight on Thursday, the sources said.
Firing from alert troops forced drones to retreat from border, they said. Fol-
lowing unconfirmed reports of suspected movement of an infiltrator along the
LoC in the Nowshera sector, security forces launched a search operation in
the area on Friday, the sources said. The operation was aimed at sanitising the
forward areas and ruling out any infiltration attempt, they said, adding that
security forces and other agencies were maintaining heightened vigil along
the LoC. Earlier this year, suspected drone activity was reported in forward
areas of Rajouri and Samba districts, prompting security forces to launch search
operations.

Telugu Producers
Council Turns Lucky
for Blockbusters?

A source claims that the Telugu Film Producers Council has turned into
something of a lucky charm for Tollywood films, with several movies that
registered their titles with the council and completed their censor formalities
going on to score big at the box office in recent months. “Whether it is mere
coincidence or otherwise, Telugu films that register with the council seem to
be working exceptionally well at the box office,” the source says. He points
out that recent blockbusters such as Maa Inti Bangaram, Korean Konagaraju
and Irumudi received an overwhelming response from audiences and per-
formed strongly at the box office. “These three films alone have reportedly
earned over Rs 100 crore in share in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. So, the
registrations with the council seem to be turning lucky,” he adds. Interest-
ingly, blockbuster Kalki 2898 AD had also followed the same process before
emerging as a Rs 1,000-crore-plus worldwide grosser. The council registers
film titles and assists producers in completing censor formalities without un-
necessary hurdles.

The council has also been actively involved in resolving industry-related
issues. Recently, it stepped in to resolve the title dispute surrounding S.S.
Rajamouli’s Varanasi after holding discussions with the concerned parties,
eventually clearing the way for the title. The source says the council also
works to protect producers’ interests and coordinates with the Movie Artists
Association whenever issues arise between producers, actors and technicians,
helping resolve disputes through discussions. When contacted, T. Prasanna
Kumar, secretary, Telugu Film Producers Council acknowledged the recent
success of films registered with the council. “We are very happy about it. We
hope every producer makes good money and recovers their investment. Our
council .stands for the welfare and well-being of 6oducers,” he said.

Bigg Boss Telugu 10: Former
Contestant Vishnu Priya Reacts
to Agni Pareeksha Row

Bigg Boss Telugu Season 10 will soon return to television screens with a fresh set
of contestants. Currently, the auditions, titled Agni Pareeksha, are underway for com-
moners, with one or two participants earning a chance to feature in the popular reality
show. Several short clips from these audition rounds are currently circulating on
social media. On Friday, former contestant Vishnu Priya was asked about her thoughts
on the ongoing Agni Pareeksha rounds. She shared that she was fortunate not to have
faced such a selection process during her season, adding that the show itself is tough
and that she relied on her faith to pull through. She also expressed empathy for the
commoners, stating that navigating such an intense setup must be exceptionally chal-
lenging for them. Vishnu Priya is not the only critic. Former contestants Bindu,
Abhijeet, and Navdeep serve as judges on the panel, while Sreemukhi hosts the show.
In most of the viral clips, the panel members face criticism from viewers for being
overly rude to participants and shouting at them for failing tasks. Hosted once again
by Akkineni Nagarjuna, Bigg Boss Telugu Season 10 is scheduled to air on Star Maa,
with a tentative premiere date of September 6, 2026. Vishnu Priya, who has acted in
short films and appeared in bold photoshoots, is soon going to be seen in Allari
Naresh's Rambha Urvasi Menaka, a fantasy comedy.

Sri Lanka, AP Discuss Strengthening Ties

Amaravati: Sri Lanka and the state of Andhra Pradesh on Friday discussed
ways to further strengthen their longstanding ties, with a focus on tourism,
trade, investment and pilgrimage tourism. Sri Lanka’s deputy high commis-
sioner, Dr. Ganesanathan Geathiswaran, called on Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu in Vijayawada on Friday and held discussions on
expanding cooperation between Sri Lanka and the state. During the meeting,
the deputy high commissioner highlighted the potential for increasing trade
and investment links, particularly by encouraging greater interaction between
the business communities of Sri Lanka and Andhra Pradesh. The discussions
also explored new avenues for economic cooperation and closer engagement
in the tourism sector. Pilgrimage tourism was another key area discussed, with
both sides looking at opportunities to promote greater movement of visitors
and deepen people-to-people contacts. The Chief Minister invited more Sri
Lankan garment and apparel companies, to establish and expand their opera-
tions in Andhra Pradesh, highlighting the State’s potential as a destination for

investment in the garment and textile sector. Geathiswaran emphasised the scope for building on the existing relationship through stronger commercial and
tourism partnerships, while exploring fresh opportunities for collaboration between Sri Lanka and Andhra Pradesh.

PM Modi Begins Two-Nation Visit to

Uzbekistan,

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is embarking on a crucial four-
day, two-nation diplomatic visit to Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan from Saturday
to Tuesday, aimed at strengthening ties with India's extended neighbourhood
and driving regional cooperation. As outlined by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), the Prime Minister's tour begins with a State Visit to Tashkent
on August 29-30 at the invitation of Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

Marking his fourth visit to Uzbekistan, PM Modi will hold bilateral del-
egation-level talks to deepen the strategic partnership between the two na-
tions across trade, investment, defence, digital connectivity, energy, and edu-
cation. Notably, both leaders will align their long-term growth roadmaps,
mapping out synergies between the 'Viksit Bharat 2047' vision and the
'Uzbekistan-2030' strategy. During his time in Tashkent, PM Modi will also
pay homage at the Shastri Memorial and visit the Mahatma Gandhi Centre at
the Tashkent State University of Oriental Studies.

Following his engagements in Uzbekistan, PM Modi will head to Bishkek
at the invitation of Kyrgyz President Sadyr Zhaparov to attend the 26th Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit on August 31-September 1. The
high-level gathering marks the 25th anniversary of the SCO, where India has
served as a full member since 2017. Addressing the assembly of regional lead-

Kyrgyzstan

ers, PM Modi is set to pitch India's strategic priorities focused on Security, Connectivity, and Opportunity. In addition to attending the main summit and
holding bilateral discussions on the sidelines, the Prime Minister will attend the opening ceremony of the 6th World Nomad Games, celebrating Central Asia's
cultural heritage. The high-profile tour underscores New Delhi's sustained effort to expand its strategic footprint, economic integration, and security links

across Central Asia.

Russian Strike on Warehouse Triggers
Explosions in Kyiv, Hundreds Evacuated

KYIV: A Russian drone strike triggered a major fire and explosions at a
warehouse on the outskirts of Ukraine's capital Kyiv, forcing hundreds to evacu-
ate the region, authorities said early Saturday. Russia and Ukraine have for
several months been intensifying their long-range strikes, increasingly target-
ing civilian infrastructure such as logistics warehouses and oil and port facili-
ties. These attacks are causing a growing number of civilian casualties.

The prosecutor's office opened an investigation for "negligence" regard-
ing storage conditions at the premises after the attack, which took place shortly
after 8 pm (1700 GMT) Friday in the village of Myla, in the Bucha district. A
fire broke out and was "accompanied by explosions", Tymur Tkachenko, head
of the regional military administration, said on Telegram. "More than 200
people have already been evacuated from the scene, including children," he
said adding that at least six people had been wounded.

The prosecutor's office specified that its investigation would focus on "the
legality of the... storage of explosive objects and materials on the enterprise's

AcHc -
Y kuiswmHg,

grounds", as well as whether the company, which was not named, had the "necessary permits and approvals". Prime Minister Sergiy Koretsky expressed regret
that a "lesson" had not been learned after a previous deadly attack in July in Vyshneve, near Kyiv, on a munitions depot. That investigation revealed serious
failings on the part of the state-owned company, which did not comply with standards despite the proximity of residential buildings. "In the fifth year of the
full-scale invasion, making the same mistakes over and over is criminal negligence," he said on Telegram. "Everyone responsible, without exception, must face

severe punishment so that such situations never happen again."

India Holds Firm as Pakistan Pleads
Over Indus Waters Treaty

Islamabad: Driven by growing domestic vulnerabilities and diplo-
matic isolation, Pakistan has turned to the international community
following India's decisive suspension of the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT). Addressing a virtual seminar organised by the Pakistani Em-
bassy in the United States, Pakistan Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar raised
concerns over India placing the treaty in abeyance, describing water
security as central to his country's national stability while warning of
broader regional consequences. Dar said, "India's unilateral decision
in April 2025 to place the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance has no
basis in the treaty." While urging dialogue and cooperation, the Paki-
stani Foreign Minister also warned of consequences if the treaty is not
restored. He said the Indus Basin is the lifeline of more than 250 mil-
lion Pakistanis, with agriculture, food security, energy production, live-
lihoods and economic development deeply dependent on the Indus
River system. "Water security for Pakistan is therefore inseparable
from economic security, food security and ultimately national secu-
rity," Dar said, adding that the issue could affect stability in South
Asia and set a broader precedent for international treaty relations. Dar
also highlighted the impact of climate change, saying Pakistan is among
the world's most water-stressed countries. He pointed to declining per-
capita water availability, changing precipitation patterns, glacial re-
treat, floods, droughts and increasing hydrological variability as grow-
ing challenges.

Appealing to the international community, Dar warned that any
attempt to deprive Pakistan of water allocated under the Indus Waters
Treaty would have "profound consequences" for regional peace and
security. "Let us therefore preserve the Indus as what it has always

been for the peoples of our region—a source of life, livelihood and
civilisation, not a fault line for confrontation. Shared waters must never
be weaponised," he said. The geopolitical shift follows India's deci-
sion in April 2025 to suspend the water-sharing framework after the
Pahalgam terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir, which claimed 26 ci-
vilian lives. Reaffirming its long-standing position that "blood and
water cannot flow together", New Delhi has said treaty operations will
remain suspended until Pakistan takes verifiable and irreversible ac-
tion against cross-border terror networks. India's position directly links
water cooperation with cross-border security, signalling that diplomatic
and resource-sharing frameworks will remain contingent on an end to
terrorism.
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