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Penguin India Drops
Sonia Gandhi Memoir
Over Editorial Dispute

BELONGING

e JOLERL N R L
SONIA G

Penguin Random House India has decided not to publish Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi’s memoir Belonging: A Journey of Love following a disagree-
ment with the author over proposed editorial changes and deletions in parts of
the manuscript, according to The Indian Express. Gandhi reportedly rejected
the changes sought by the publisher, leading Penguin India to withdraw from
the project. With Penguin India no longer publishing the book in India, sev-
eral publishers are reportedly interested in acquiring its Indian rights.
HarperCollins India is said to be close to finalising an agreement to publish
and distribute the memoir in the country. The development is not expected to
affect the book’s international release, which remains scheduled for Novem-
ber 10, 2026.

The memoir was announced by Alfred A. Knopf, a US-based imprint of
Penguin Random House, which has planned an initial print run of 100,000
copies. The book is expected to offer a personal account of Gandhi’s life,
tracing her childhood in post-war Italy, her move to England and her meeting
with Rajiv Gandhi while studying in Cambridge. 'Belonging' is expected to
cover her marriage to Rajiv Gandhi, her years with the Nehru-Gandhi family,
the assassinations of Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, and her eventual entry
into politics. It is also expected to address her decision to decline the prime
minister’s post after the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance won the
2004 Lok Sabha election. In the publisher’s announcement, Gandhi said the
memoir would present her perspective on her family’s motivations, actions
and human failings, as well as the social and political changes she witnessed
during six decades in India. She has described writing the book as a departure
from the privacy she had maintained for decades. The development comes
amid growing interest in the memoir, with Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra also recently reflecting publicly on their mother’s life and the forth-
coming book.

Two Men Detained for
Stealing Gold Earrings
{rom Flood Victim’s Body

T e—

NDHI

Two men were detained for allegedly removing gold earrings from the
body of a flood victim who had washed ashore after being swept downstream
by floodwaters. According to reports, the deceased had been swept down-
stream into the Narayani River following the floods. The two men allegedly
removed the gold earrings from the victim’s body. Nepal Police shared a video
of the incident on X. According to the reports, 472 people were killed in the
catastrophic flash floods in a border area of China and Nepal and left more
than 1,500 people missing as of Friday morning. Many have been rescued,
with some of the injured taken to hospitals in Kathmandu.

5 Killed, 12 Injured As Sleeper
Bus Crashes In Madhya Pradesh

Five people were killed and 12 sustained injuries after a speeding sleeper bus crashed
into the safety wall of a bridge in Madhya Pradesh's Rajgarh district on Friday morn-
ing, police said.The accident occurred around 7 am on the Bhopal bypass bridge in
Biaora, an official said. He said that the bus was on its way to Indore from Kanpur,
Uttar Pradesh, and it lost control and crashed into the safety wall while negotiating a
bend on the bridge. Police arrived at the scene and shifted the injured to the Civil
Hospital in Biaora, from where four critically injured victims were referred to Bhopal
for treatment. Rajgarh Superintendent of Police Amit Tolani said that five people,
including a policeman, were killed in the accident, while 12 others, including two
women, were injured. He said the windows shattered due to the impact of the crash,
causing passengers in the upper sleeper berths to fall out of the bus. The deceased
include Ravi KP (45), a police inspector from Bengaluru; Vikas Shukla (29), a bus
driver from Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh; Belal Ali (23) of Gopalganj, Bihar; Guddu
Kushwaha from Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh; and Jyotiradit Singh from Vijayawada. Prima
facie, the bus's overspeeding appears to have caused the accident, the official added.

UK Offers Funds, Emer-
gency Responders to
Nepal After Flash Floods

London: The UK has offered 5 million pounds and emergency respond-
ers to Nepal after flash floods in the country claimed hundreds of lives and
left over a thousand missing, including around 33 British nationals. British
Prime Minister Andy Burnham on Thursday described the scenes emerging
from the region as "devastating" and urged British nationals caught up in the
crisis to follow guidance from the local authorities. He said immediate action
already taken by the UK includes deploying consular support staff to the im-
pacted area to facilitate round-the-clock support for British nationals. "It's a
devastating picture that is emerging from what has happened in Nepal,"
Burnham told reporters during a visit to South Wales. "An offer has been
made of emergency responders to head to the region, but that's obviously a
matter for the Nepalese government. But also we've offered 5 million pounds
to help with that response effort.

"Obviously, there are a number of British nationals who currently are
thought to be missing and we'll be providing all the support we can to their
families in what is a very distressing and devastating situation," he said. King
Charles III and Queen Camilla said they were "heartbroken" to hear of the
devastating flooding and expressed their "profound sympathy" with all those
who have lost their loved ones and those awaiting anxiously for news of friends
and relations.

"Many in the United Kingdom have strong, deep and personal ties to this
part of the world," the royals said in a statement. "Our hearts go out also to the
families of all the police and Armed Forces personnel who lost their lives
while carrying out their courageous duty in the service of others and we give
our deepest thanks to those who have responded so selflessly in undertaking
rescue efforts.

"Our special thoughts and prayers remain with all those affected and, as
always, the United Kingdom stands ready to help support those in need," they
stated. The Prince and Princess of Wales, William and Catherine, also ex-
pressed their heartbreak at the "shocking" scale of the devastation. "We are
thinking of everyone caught up in this terrible disaster. Our thoughts are espe-
cially with the families facing an unbearable wait for news and with the com-
munities confronting such immense loss. "We are incredibly grateful to all
those working in such dangerous conditions to rescue people and support
those affected," they stated. The UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Office (FCDO) said it is looking to provide humanitarian support fol-
lowing a request by the Nepali government for food, shelter and health ser-
vices. However, it indicated that comprehensive humanitarian assessments
are likely to take some time due to the scale of the damage. "I spoke to the
Nepali Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal this morning [Thursday] and expressed
Britain's solidarity and deepest condolences for the disaster that has occurred,"
said Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband. "I thanked him for the efforts of the
Nepali government in support of British nationals in the area. I also offered
financial, search and rescue and other help to aid the disaster response. Above
all, I told him we will do everything we can to help Nepal in its hour of need,"
he said. The Foreign Office said it is engaging with development partners,
donors and international allies on a coordinated response activity in the re-
gion following the natural disaster, which caused massive landslides on
Wednesday. Global funds, to which the UK contributes, are said to be already
disbursing funds to support the humanitarian response, such as the IFRC Di-
saster Relief Emergency Fund. Flash floods on the Nepal-Tibet border caused
rivers to burst their banks and covered populated areas in thick mud, burying
houses and creating difficult conditions for rescuers. The Nepal Centre for
Disaster Management has described the scene as being like a "tsunami from
the sky" and that villages have been "completely wiped out.

Second ATM Robbery in Chennai
Suburbs Within 3 Days, Rs 12
Lakh Stolen

As Preferred Source Chennai: In the second ATM robbery within three days
in Chennai suburbs, an unidentified gang broke open a pri-
vate bank ATM machine and took away Rs. 12 lakh. On
Monday morning, a gang had stolen Rs. 9 lakh from an ICICI
ATM at Somangalam and the modus operandi was the same.
On Thursday, a gang stole Rs. 12 lakh from another private
bank ATM in Gummidipoondi in Thiruvallur district. The
ATM centres of Axis Bank and Indian Overseas Bank are
located in adjacent buildings on the bypass road in
Gummidipoondi. When a customer visited the Axis Bank
ATM to withdraw cash, he found the machine damaged and
alerted the police.

Police said the robbers had used a welding machine to
break open the ATM and take away the cash. They had also
sprayed a chemical on the CCTV cameras before stealing
the money. In Somangalam also, the robbers had done the
same thing. According to the bank management, Rs. 12 lakh
was loaded into the ATM on Tuesday. The gang also tried to
break open the nearby Indian Overseas Bank ATM, but failed.
The SIPCOT police have formed a special team and started a
search to trace the gang.

Even Sugar Price
Hike Can’t Curb Our

Sweet Craving

Chennai: With people gearing up to celebrate Krishna Jayanthi, Ganesh
Chaturthi, Dasara and Deepavali in the coming months, rising sugar prices
have left mothers worried. Every festival, big or small, is incomplete without
preparing payasam or sweet Pongal or Kesari at homes across Tamil Nadu. A
few decades ago, sweets were prepared at home only during festivals or im-
portant occasions like weddings.

Now, sweets are made at home or bought on any day, at any time, irrespec-
tive of whether it is a festival or not. Post-Covid, a large number of women
have become food entrepreneurs, catering to the sweet tooth of Chennaiites.
Their posters and menus are widely shared and forwarded across various groups
of friends, relatives and colleagues. While most of them stick to traditional
sweets, others prepare millet-based and sugar-free sweets, catering to health-
conscious consumers. At the same time, people have also become increas-
ingly aware of the health problems associated with excessive sugar consump-
tion. While alternatives such as jaggery and brown sugar are preferred by
many, the love for sugar remains unabated.

Dry fruits have become a popular alternative to traditional sweet boxes as
gifts during Deepavali. This columnist usually requests her guests not to buy
sweets when they come visiting. While most of them heed her request and
bring fruits instead, a few still arrive with a box of sweets, tempting her taste
buds. Sugar prices apart, knowing that frequent consumption of sweets can
increase the risk of diabetes and other related health complications, it is in our
hands to control our cravings for sweets and exercise restraint, which, of course,
is easier said than done.

Fresh Floods
Threaten Nepal After
Dam Burst In Tibet

Nepal ordered rescuers searching for survivors of deadly floods to get to
safety as it reported a debris dam had burst in Tibet on Friday, bringing risks
of new torrents. Emergency teams have recovered 472 bodies after a tsunami-
like wall of water and mud crashed down on Wednesday, burying homes,
smashing bridges and sweeping away vehicles in both Nepal and Tibet. More
than 1,400 people are missing, including trekkers in the Himalayas and scores
of Hindu pilgrims to Tibet's sacred snow-capped Mount Kailash.

The US Geological Survey said the disaster -- the deadliest for Nepal
since a 2015 earthquake -- was caused by a glacial collapse that triggered a
vast flow of icy debris. The deluge of ice and mud also caused huge pools of
water to form, with one of these formations bursting on Friday in Tibet in a
new threat to emergency workers scouring the region for survivors. Nepali
police urged all rescuers to "immediately move to a safe location", saying it
had received information that "a water dam has burst again on the Tibetan
side". Separately in Tibet, China had earlier Friday paused its rescue opera-
tion at the hardest-hit area of Gyirong over the risk of renewed flooding. State
broadcaster CCTV reported that a lake formed by immense piles of debris has
begun overflowing towards the area that rescue teams were headed. "So all
rescue teams have been ordered to stand by in place and wait for further in-
structions," it said, adding that emergency teams which had earlier accessed
the area "have been ordered to withdraw one kilometer".

At a meeting chaired by Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday, leaders
underlined "many hidden dangers of glaciers, ice lakes and geological disas-
ters in the surrounding area" and warned that "rescue is facing great difficul-
ties," Xinhua reported. Tunnel rescue operation - Emergency teams had been
racing to retrieve survivors from affected zones, where the widespread devas-
tation mean food and water supplies were running out. The Nepali military
had meanwhile located people trapped in the tunnel of Trishuli 3A hydro-
power project, where they are working to find a way in to retrieve the survi-
vors. "Two helicopters have been dispatched but it is challenging because it is
tough to even locate the entry points of the tunnel," army spokesman Raja
Ram Basnet told AFP. Some 350 workers and residents have been brought to
safety from the site, he added, but efforts were ongoing to extract more than
100 people trapped in the same area. Workers rescued from other dam projects
along the Trishuli valley described a disaster that unfolded with terrifying
speed. Worker Buddha Tamang said he survived only because he was inside a
tunnel at the dam where he worked when the flood struck -- but he had man-
aged to get out and reach help. "I survived as I was in the tunnel," said Tamang,
who was airlifted on Thursday after being marooned for more than 24 hours.
"The senior officers working on the other side, they were all swept away."
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