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Revanth Reddy Inspects Miralam
Cheruvu Development Works

GRS X . .

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy made a surprise visit to
Miralam Cheruvu here on Thursday. He inspected the ongoing devel opment
works around the lake. The State government is constructing a suspension
bridge over Miralam Cheruvu. The works are being carried out under the

aegis of the Musi Riverfront Development Corporation Limited.

Veteran Telugu Actor-Producer

GV Narayana Rao Passes Away

Hyderabad: Veteran actor-producer Gullepalli Venkata Narayana Rao
( GV Narayana Rao) passed away at the age of 73 in Hyderabad, reportedly
due to prolonged health complications. The senior actor, who had been bat-
tling health issues for some time, breathed his last on Wednesday evening.
Born in 1953 in Guntakal, GV Narayana Rao came from a family deeply
rooted in the film industry. He was the son of distributor G. Prasad Rao of
Navayuga Studios in Hyderabad and the Managing Director of Sarathi Stu-
dios.

He spent his early life in Guntakal. From a young age, he developed an
interest in arts and received training in various art forms. He learned
Bharatanatyam under Gidugu Visalakshi, Kuchipudi under Nataraja
Ramakrishna, and acting under A.R. Krishna. During hisstudent days, he acted
inplayslike'Mohammad Bin Tughlaq', 'Prataparudriyam’, and ‘Manchu Terd.
During that time, prominent personalities like Kota Srinivasa Rao, Nuthan
Prasad, and Devadas K anakal a were his theatre colleagues.

He later went on to complete a Diploma in Theatre Arts from Natya
Vidyalaya, Hyderabad in 1973, before joining the very first batch of the Ma-
dras Film Institute that same year, where he formed a close friendship with
Rajinikanth, who went on to become a superstar in Tamil films and complete
another Diplomain Film Acting in 1975. Narayana Rao made his film debut
in K. Balachander's Anthuleni Katha (1976), a performance that earned him
the Nandi Award for Best Supporting Actor at the early stage of hiscareer. He
soon rose to leading roles, most notably as the lead in Dadasaheb Phake
Awardee Mrinal Sen'sacclaimed OkaOori Kathain 1977. He acted asahero
in films like Chilakamma Cheppindi, Oorukichchina Maata, and Muthyala
Pallaki, and acted in over 100 films across his career before gradually
transitioning into character and supporting roles.

His versatility extended well beyond the big screen. Narayana Rao ap-
peared in more than 100 films and TV serials, including the popular Pasupu
Kumkumaand featured in around 50 television serialson Doordarshan, ETV,
and Gemini TV. Hiswork on the Doordarshan serial Mallitellavarindhi won
him the Best Actor Nandi Award in 1988. He al so stepped into production, co-
producing the telefilm Andhra Vaibhavam with veteran producer Dr. D.
Ramanaidu, a project screened at TANA in the United States and honoured
with several Nandi Awards from the Andhra Pradesh government. He was
also passionate about cooking and anchored a cooking show called Babai
Hotel on ETV.

Narayana Rao shared a long and memorable association with Megastar
Chiranjeevi, who was a so hisbatchmate at the film institute, co-starring with
him in films like Gang Leader, Hitler, and Chattaniki Kallu Levu. He later
moved into production himself, and produced Devanthakudu and Yamudiki
Mogudu with Chiranjeevi inthelead, thelatter of which hewent onto remake
in Tamil, reuniting with his old MFI batchmate Rajinikanth in the lead role.
Both the films were super hits and established him as a producer. He aso
produced Intikoka Rydrammaand Pelli Neeku Subham Naaku. G V. Narayana
Rao'slast production was the upcoming Telugu movie Alochana, directed by
Surender Chaacha, which features him, Narsimha Raju, Prasadbabu, Rajan
Hari in the lead roles. News of his passing has sent shockwaves through the
Telugu film fraternity, with the MovieArtistsAssociation (MAA) and several
industry figures expressing deep condolences. GV NarayanaRao issurvived
by hisfamily and alegacy spanning nearly five decades across Telugu cinema
and television. In arecent interview, he revealed that he married his sister's
daughter and has two children and two grandchildren. His son Avinash is a
businessman, and his daughter is a pharmacist and is settled in London. GV
Narayana Rao's mortal remains have been kept at the M ahaprasthanam mor-
tuary in Film Nagar. Family members said that thelast riteswill be performed
after hisson Avinash, hisdaughter LalithaYamini, and hisson-in-law arrivein
Hyderabad.

Two Odisha Tourists Missing After Nepal Flash Floods

Bhubaneswar, Aug. 27: Two tourists from Odisha's Khordha district are
reportedly among the Indian nationals missing after devastating flash floods
struck Nepal on Wednesday. The missing persons have been identified as
Sandeep Mahapatra and his wife, Sidharthi Kumari Sahu. The devel opment
comes amid reports that around 133 Indian tourists went missing following
the disaster in Nepal. The Odisha government has activated a 24x7 control
room at Odisha Niwasin New Delhi to provide assistance to people from the
state affected by the calamity.

According to Pritish Panda, Officer on Special Duty (OSD) of the Odisha
Paribar Directorate, details are being compiled based on callsreceived on the
helpline numbersissued by the state government. " After the hel pline numbers
wereissued, wereceived information that two personsfrom Khordhadistrict,
who had travelled to Nepal, were reportedly missing. We arein constant touch
with their family membersand collecting detail sto share them with the Indian
Embassy," Panda said.

Relatives seeking information about Odias stranded or missing in Nepal
can contact the hel pline numbers— +977 9851316807 and +977 9709107500.
Authorities are making effortsto verify the detail s of the missing tourists and
ascertain their whereabouts. The flash floods, triggered by rising water levels
following aglacial collapse, have caused extensive damagein several parts of
Nepal, disrupting normal life and affecting thousands of residents and tour-
ists.

Dr Subhransu Bhusan Ray, former Deputy Director General of the Geo-
logical Survey of India, described theincident as"very unfortunate” and said
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the scale of destruction was severe. "More than 400 people are untraceable.
The Bhote Koshi River carried huge volumes of mud and debriswith tremen-
dousforce, causing widespread devastation. Eleven power plants, 25 satellite
towers and 19 bridges have been completely washed away," Ray said. With
the number of missing Indian touristsreportedly rising, rescue and relief agen-
cies are continuing efforts to trace those unaccounted for. Further details on
the status of the two tourists from Khordha are awaited.

|ndia Sends 10 Tonnes of Rdlief,
Medicines To Flood-Hit Nepal

New Delhi: India has dispatched 10 tonnes of Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief (HADR) along with essential medicinesto support Nepal,
which is dealing with devastating floods. In a post on X, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said India stands with Nepal and its people in meeting
the challenge." Dispatched 10 tonnes of HADR assistance and essential medi-
cinesto support Nepal's response to the devastating floods. Our thoughts are
with the bereaved families and all those affected. In face of this challenge,
India stands with Nepal and its people,” he said.

The C130J deployed by the Indian Air Force for therelief effortsis carry-
ing 10 tonsof relief material to Nepal. Thisincludes emergency itemssuch as
temporary shelters, blankets, hygienekits, solar lamps, and medicines. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi earlier spoke with Nepal Prime Minister Balendra
Shah and conveyed condolences over the loss of lives due to floods in the
Himalayan nation and said Indiaisready to provide all possible humanitarian
assistance. He said Indiastandsfirmly in solidarity withits"sistersand broth-
ersin Nepal" during this difficult time. The Prime Minister said teams from
both countries are coordinating closely in therescue and relief efforts." Spoke
to Prime Minister Balendra Shah and conveyed condolences on the loss of
lives due to the floods in Nepal. The people of India stand in solidarity with
their sisters and brothersin Nepal at this difficult time. Indiais ready to pro-
vide all possible humanitarian assistance to Nepal. Our teams are coordinat-
ing closely on rescue and relief efforts," PM Modi said in a post on X.The
Embassy of Indiain Beijing said in apost on X that it isin close touch with
local authoritiesto assist affected Indian nationals, releasing ground contact
points alongside helpline channels via the embassies in Beijing and
Kathmandu."In view of the recent flash-flood in the border areasin the Tibet
Autonomous Region, People's Republic of China, Indian national s stranded
in the vicinity can seek assistance from the following contact points: i) Chi-
nese officialson theground: 0086 139 8999 0012 ii) Embassy of India, Beijing:
0086 185 1428 4905 (can a so contacted through WhatsApp) iii) Embassy of

India, Kathmandu: +977 985 131 6807, +977 970 910 7500 (Both numbers
can also be contacted through WhatsApp) The Embassy in Beijingisin close
touch with local authoritiesto assist affected Indian nationals. Please follow
all official advisoriesissued by local authorities,” the post said. The US Bu-
reau of South and Central Asian Affairsissued urgent coordination channels
for Americans impacted by the Rasuwa flooding, directing citizens to local
search-and-rescue lines and enrollment programs. "US citizenswho need ur-
gent assistance related to the Rasuwa flooding should call the U.S. Embassy
at +977-1-423-4000. For local search-and-rescue assistance, call Nepal's di-
saster hotline at 1234. U.S. citizens in Nepal should enroll in or update their
information in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at http://
travel .state.gov.," the Bureau wrote on X. At least 72 people have been con-
firmed dead and dozens are still missing following a devastating flash flood
that swept through Rasuwa and neighbouring districts, according to The
Kathmandu Post. Several hundred people are reported missing.

Hindu American Foundation | ssues Security
Alert Ahead of Bhagwat's NYC Event

New York [US], August 27 (ANI): Ahead of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat's upcoming 'Universal Oneness Celebration' at Madison Square
Garden in New York City, the Hindu American Foundation (HAF) hasissued an offi-
cial community security advisory. The security advisory was issued by the American
non-profit advocacy and educational organisation, founded in 2003 and based in Wash-
ington, DC, which focuses on representing the interests of the Hindu American com-
munity.

Taking to X, the foundation urged attendees to remain vigilant and aware of their
surroundings and called for civil interactions during the event. "COMMUNITY AD-
VISORY ALERT! HAF isissuing this security alert in advance of the Universal One-
ness Celebration at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Stay vigilant, remain
situationally aware, and keep interactions civil," the foundation said. HAF said activ-
iststargeting Hindu Americans had attempted to disrupt and cancel the celebration. It
urged New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani to uphold his duty to protect all New
Yorkers, including event attendees, and ensure their safety and civil rights.

The security advisory comes as preparations are being finalised for the major
gathering centred on cultural unity and community engagement. However, the
programme has drawn public scrutiny and opposition from various advocacy groups.
In response, HAF has pressed local authorities to ensure adequate security and safe-
guard the safety and civil rights of attendees. Adding to the controversy surrounding
Bhagwat's visit, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) released a statement on Wednesday alleging that religious freedom was
deteriorating in India and calling for possible sanctions against the RSS.

The commission urged the US government to consider targeted sanctions against
RSS members and Indian officias it said were complicit in religious freedom viola-
tions. It also called for revoking Bhagwat's US visa and making him ineligible for
future entry. USCIRF Vice Chair Cece Heil said the US government had an opportu-
nity to hold India accountable and signal its support for religious freedom. The Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) had earlier strongly condemned USCIRF's call to bar
meetingsinvolving the RSS chief during an August 21 briefing, dismissing the com-
mission as biased and lacking credibility.

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said the institution had made incorrect and
provocative statements about India for years and should be ignored because of its
alleged agendaand lack of credibility. Meanwhile, USsinger and actressMary Millben
criticised detractors, including New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani, for opposing
the upcoming gathering featuring Bhagwat. The RSS functions asthe ideological par-
ent organisation of Indias ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Millben argued that
the opposition to the Madison Square Garden event was linked to criticism of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP. Millben said the event would proceed because
Madison Square Garden was a private venue and suggested that opponents could
organise and fund their own rally. She also welcomed the event's "Oneness' theme
and said she hoped it would include meaningful dialogue on religious freedom in
India. Millben's comments followed remarks by Mayor Mamdani on Tuesday that he

_ y 2
did not support the planned Madison Square Garden event where Bhagwat is sched-
uled to address members of the Indian diaspora. However, Mamdani clarified that
municipa authorities may lack the legal authority to cancel the event, describing it as
a private gathering scheduled for August 29. During a press conference, Mamdani
said, "l don't support the rally, but | don't know if the city has any jurisdiction on
cancelling aprivate event." The Mayor a so referred to his Indian-American heritage,
noting that his mother's family remains in India. Mamdani said his family had pre-
sented Indiato him asapluralistic and secular republic where every person bel onged.
He said he was deeply opposed to what he described as the rise of an exclusionary
movement. The political debate comes amid Bhagwat's arrival in New York on Tues-
day for thefirst leg of histhree-nation global outreach tour covering the United States,
Canada and the United Kingdom. The tour has been organised at the invitation of
overseas local groups as part of the RSS's centenary year celebrations. RSS Akhil
Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh Sunil Ambekar said on Wednesday that the 'Universal
Oneness Celebration' would be an interfaith gathering where Bhagwat would interact
with a diverse, multicultural and multi-faith audience. Ambekar said the event had
been organised in the spirit of open dialogue and mutual respect and would reflect the
inclusive nature of the Bharatiya ethos. In apost on X, Ambekar described the gather-
ing as an interfaith event intended to promote understanding and shared purpose glo-
bally. Organised by the American Hindus for Engagement and Dialogue (AHEAD)
forum, Bhagwat's address at Madison Square Garden on Saturday will coincide with
the traditional observance of the Hindu festival Raksha Bandhan. The programmeis
expected to feature cultural performances and addresses by faith-based speakers, with
the event carrying abroader message focused on unity, civic duty and global harmony.
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