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UN Watchdog Calls on India
to Protect Tribals, Dalits
From Police Violence

GENEVA: Indla must better protect tribal peoples and dlsadvantaged
castes subjected to extrajudicial killings, torture and violence by law enforce-
ment, a United Nations watchdog said Tuesday. The UN Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) said the world's most populous
country also urgently needed to address hate crimes against Bengali-speaking
Muslims. "The committee was gravely concerned about reports of large-scale
violations perpetrated by law enforcement officials against ethnic and ethno-
religious groups, Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, including Scheduled Tribes,
Scheduled Castes, particularly Dalits, and non-citizens," it said in a statement
on its findings. "These included racially motivated violence, excessive use of
force, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary and prolonged detention without due
process, torture, ill-treatment and sexual violence." The committee called on
India to investigate all such allegations and bring those responsible to justice.
CERD, a committee of 18 independent rights experts, monitors adherence to
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination by
its 182 member countries.

Under the convention, which came into force in 1969, countries must
eliminate racial discrimination, eradicate practices of segregation and guar-
antee equality before the law. India appeared for review before CERD earlier
this month, for the first time since 2007, with Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
leading its delegation. The committee highlighted an increase in law enforce-
ment operations targeting Rohingya, Bengali-speaking Muslims, migrants and
asylum-seekers.

It said police stops and identity checks involving racial profiling had re-
portedly resulted in arbitrary arrest and detention without due process, as well
as torture and mistreatment. The committee also voiced concerns about de-
portations and forced returns of people needing international protection. It
urged India to "urgently address discrimination, hate speech and hate crimes"
against such groups, protect their rights, and refrain from collective expul-
sions. CERD's opinions and recommendations are non-binding but carry
reputational weight. In a statement, India's mission said that during the re-
view, its delegation "highlighted our pluralism; diversity; scale and complex-
ity; constitutional and legal framework and safeguards... as we continue our
journey towards ensuring equality, dignity and opportunity for all Indians".

Mahabali Hugs, Biryani In-
vite: Keralam Celebrates
Nabidinam, Onam Together

Palakkad: Keralam witnessed a heartwarming display of religious and
cultural harmony on Tuesday as Nabidinam coincided with Uthradam, the eve
of Thiruvonam, with a person dressed as the mythical demon king Mahabali
welcoming a Nabidinam rally at Vennakkara here. Nabidinam, or Eid-e-Milad,
marks the birth anniversary of Prophet Mohammed and the legend of Mahabali
forms the basis for the Onam celebrations organised by the local Hindu com-
munity.

A person dressed as the mythical demon king Mahabali, who is loved by
people, warmly shook hands with Muslim participants of the Nabidinam rally
and distributed refreshments to children accompanying the procession. Mus-
lim men in traditional attire hugged the person dressed as Mahabali, creating
a symbolic celebration of communal harmony.

'Mahabali' also distributed refreshments to Muslim children who performed
Duff Muttu, a traditional folk art form popular among the Muslim community,
as part of the Nabidinam celebrations. When one of the children invited the
"king" to have biryani, Mahabali graciously accepted the invitation and said,
"I will definitely come." "Nabidinam and Uthradam falling together is itself a
great thing. It is an occasion of unity, so we decided to celebrate them to-
gether. The aim is to celebrate religious harmony and convey a message of
unity to society and the world," one of the organisers said.

Across Keralam, believers observed Nabidinam with elaborate
programmes, including prayer gatherings at mosques and madrassas from early
morning. Large rallies carrying the Prophet's messages were taken out at sev-
eral places, accompanied by children's cultural performances. Leaders from
the religious, community and political spheres participated in Nabidinam
message rallies at various locations.

Community feasts, distribution of sweets and other refreshments were
also organised as part of the celebrations. The coincidence of Nabidinam with
Utradam, the first day of Onam celebrations, also led to heavy crowds in pub-
lic places across the state. Meanwhile, Leader of Opposition Pinarayi Vijayan
extended Nabidinam greetings to the people. In a message, the former chief
minister said Prophet Mohammed conveyed to the world the great message of
love for humanity, brotherhood and equality. "At a time when hatred and in-
tolerance are on the rise, this universal message of humanity holds great rel-
evance. May the Nabidinam celebrations help spread the message of love,
brotherhood and peace to more people,” he said.

‘Loud DJ’ Kills Elderly Woman
With Chest Pain in Bareilly

Bareilly: A 60-year-old woman died here in the Aliganj area after
suffering pain her chest, caused allegedly by a loud DJ system mounted
on a tractor-trolley, police said on Tuesday. She was on her way to a
temple for jalabhishek. The incident took place on Monday in Maholiya
village, when Kamla Devi was travelling with her daughter-in-law Nanu
to the Gauri Shankar temple. According to family member Dorilal, the
DJ system blared at a high decibel around 400-450 metres from the
temple. As the tractor passed them, Kamla Devi clutched her chest
and sat down. She did not get up thereafter, he said. Loud sound and
its vibrations caused her death, Dorilal claimed. Circle Officer (Aonla)
Hemant Upadhyay said the family refused the post-mortem and took
the body home. Her last rites were performed on Tuesday. According
to the family, Kamla Devi had a history of high blood pressure and
was sensitive to loud sound.

Kyiv:British Prime Minister Andy Burnham on Mon-
day strummed on a guitar and also went to a shopping mall
destroyed by a Russian strike as he visited Kyiv to show his
country's support for Ukraine. The walk-around occurred
as he was in the capital for Ukraine's Independence Day
and to attend a meeting of allies backing Kyiv as it fends off
Russia's invasion, now in its fifth year. It was Burnham's
first trip abroad since taking office as prime minister last
month. At one point, Burnham stopped to play some chords
on a guitar next to a Ukrainian soldier in the back of a sound-
proofed van, an AFP photographer saw. According to me-
dia, Burnham played a tune by the British rock band The
Smiths, and said he believed music can "lift spirits" on
Ukraine's front line. Burnham also went to a Kyiv shopping
centre that was destroyed by a Russian attack in May, min-
gling with locals and having selfies taken with them.

The war in Ukraine has worsened this year, with Russia
escalating its strikes. The number of civilian deaths has
climbed to its highest level since the first months of
Moscow's 2022 invasion. Diplomatic efforts initiated by the

United States have stalled as Washington gets bogged down and diverted by its war against Iran. Speaking earlier alongside President Volodymyr Zelensky,
Burnham vowed that Britain "will continue our support for Ukraine's defence" and compared the fighting to what allies faced against Nazi Germany. The

Kremlin on Monday accused Britain of prolonging the war by helping Ukraine with missile technology.

Children, Elderly
People At Most Risk,
Doctors Warn

New Delhi: As HINT cases rise in the national capital, doctors and health
experts have pointed out that children, elderly people, pregnant women and
those with chronic illnesses are the most vulnerable to severe infection.Delhi
has recorded over 2,300 Influenza-A cases this year, including more than 1,777
HINT cases till Friday, with 114 HIN1 cases reported on Thursday alone,
according to health department data. "The rise in HIN1 cases has brought
preventive vaccination back into the conversation," said Dr Bharat Gopal,
senior director, respiratory and sleep medicine, Medanta Mediclinic, Defence
Colony and Medanta-The Medicity. More people have been enquiring about
seasonal influenza vaccination, particularly high-risk individuals and families
with children or elderly members, he said. Dr Bibhu Anand, physician at Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital, said, "The swine flu test is easily available in almost all
hospitals and diagnostic centres."

Testing at private hospitals generally costs between Rs 1,500 and Rs 5,000,
while a full respiratory BioFire panel can cost between Rs 9,000 and Rs 15,000.
In government hospitals, the cost is "almost negligible," he said. Dr Anand
also said that multiplex PCR testing can be done only at restricted laborato-
ries and the decision to test should be based on the patient's symptoms, clini-
cal presentation and the treating physician's assessment.

The increase in cases is being reflected in the number of patients seeking
medical consultation at hospitals across Delhi-NCR. "The number of patients
has increased by around five to six in the past week, translating into a 22-25
per cent rise," said Dr Aakashneel Bhattacharya, consultant, infectious dis-
ease, Paras Health, Gurugram. At Sri Balaji Action Medical Institute, around
eight to 10 patients with flu-like symptoms are coming to the clinic daily,
while two to three patients with more serious flu illness are being admitted,
said Dr Arvind Aggarwal, director, internal medicine.

At Apollo Spectra Hospital, Dr Ali Sher, senior consultant, internal medi-
cine, said the hospital has seen an increase in patients seeking consultation for
flu-like symptoms in recent weeks, some with serious respiratory complaints.
The latest figures show a sharp year-on-year rise in HIN1 infections. Delhi
recorded 1,777 cases till August 20, against 229 during the corresponding
period last year, representing an increase of more than six times, Dr Gopal
said. Commonly reported symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, head-
ache, body ache, chills, fatigue, runny nose and nasal congestion. Some pa-
tients, particularly children, may also experience nausea, vomiting or diar-
rhoea. Doctors said most patients with uncomplicated influenza can be treated
on an outpatient basis and do not require hospitalisation. Admission is gener-
ally considered when patients develop pneumonia, breathing difficulties, re-
duced oxygen saturation, persistent high fever or worsening of an existing
medical condition. "We are seeing both patterns. Many patients are seeking
medical advice early because of increased awareness about HIN1, while some
continue to delay consultation and arrive only when symptoms become per-
sistent or severe," Dr Gopal said. Dr Ali Sher said that while increased aware-
ness has prompted many patients to seek medical advice at an early stage,
some continue to delay consultation and resort to self-treatment until their
condition worsens. Some patients continue to mistake fever, cough and leth-
argy for a routine viral illness, said Dr Gopal. Doctors have cautioned against
self-medication, particularly with antibiotics without medical advice, as well
as against delay, as influenza can progress to pneumonia and other respiratory
complications in high-risk patients. People must seek medical attention if they
feel severe breathlessness, persistent chest pain, oxygen saturation below 94
per cent, confusion, bluish lips or fingertips, or fever that returns after initially
improving, they said. Doctors also recommended maintaining hand and respi-
ratory hygiene, wearing masks in crowded places, avoiding close contact with
infected people and staying home or isolating when unwell.

Telangana Government Approves
Ticket Price Hike for Yash’s Toxic

Hyderabad: The Telangana government has accorded permis-
sion for a hike in ticket prices for Yash-starrer Toxic, which is
scheduled to hit theatres on August 26. The revised ticket prices
will be applicable for 10 days from the film’s release. Directed
by Geetu Mohandas, Toxic features an ensemble cast including
Nayanthara, Kiara Advani, and Huma Qureshi. Produced by KVN
Productions and Monster Mind Creations. Expectations are very
high on the film. Not only Yash's fans but also the movie lovers
are eagerly waiting for the release of the film. As per the govern-
ment order (GO), the enhanced ticket rates will apply to all the-
atres in the state. Single-screen theatres can charge an additional
Rs 50, including GST, while multiplexes and special theatres
can charge an additional Rs 100, including GST. The GO also
directed KVN-Monster Mind Creations LLP to compulsorily con-
tribute Rs 1 crore to the Telugu Film Industry Employees’ Wel-
fare Committee account operated by the Telangana Film Devel-
opment Corporation (FDC).

District Collectors, Commissioners of Police, licensing au-
thorities and other concerned officials have been directed to take
necessary action and ensure compliance by theatre managements.
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