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Russian Strikes Kill 9 in Kylv, Surrounding Region Former Runner-Up Ancesh Names
; Sanju Samson as Dream Contes-

tant for Bigg Boss Malayalam 8

KYIV: Russian bombardments killed at least nine people and wounded
dozens in Ukraine's capital and its surrounding region overnight, authorities
said on Thursday. The foes have ramped up long-range attacks in recent months,
driving up the civilian death toll on both sides in the four-and-a-half-year war.
The massive missile attack on Kyiv struck residential areas and warehouses,
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko wrote on Telegram Thursday. A medical facility
and an educational institution were also damaged, according to the city's mili-
tary administration. Klitschko later said the death toll in the capital had risen
to eight and that 33 people had been wounded. An attack in the Brovary dis-
trict of the broader Kyiv region killed one man and wounded another, Kyiv
regional governor Tymur Tkachenko said. "One industrial facility has been
damaged. All relevant services are on site, working to extinguish the fire," he
added. Ukraine's air force had warned of Russian "Kalibr" missiles in the
vicinity of the village of Kagarlyk within the Kyiv region, heading towards
the capital. The attacks also prompted security responses in neighbouring
NATO member states. Poland's military command said it had mobilised air-
craft and activated air defences aimed at protecting Polish airspace, particu-
larly in areas bordering Ukraine. Romania's defence ministry said radar sys-
tems detected aerial targets near the Ukrainian border overnight, prompting
the scrambling of two Spanish fighter jets deployed on NATO missions and a
Romanian air force helicopter. The ministry said a drone entered Romanian
airspace near Galati before crashing in an unpopulated area in Tulcea county.
Russia also reported a large Ukrainian drone attack. Moscow's Mayor Sergei

b |

Sobyanin said 250 drones had flown toward the Moscow region between
Wednesday night and Thursday morning, with most destroyed at a significant
distance from the capital itself. "Twenty-eight drones were destroyed in the
Moscow region," Sobyanin added. While Kyiv has faced near-nightly attacks,
Ukraine has also escalated its retaliatory strikes on Russia in recent months, in
part to attempt to pressure Moscow into coming to the negotiating table to end
Europe's deadliest conflict since World War II.

India Beat Paklstan 5 3 in Men's Hockey World Cup

Amstelveen: Skipper Harmanpreet Singh and
Abhishek scored a brace each to help India beat arch-
rivals Pakistan 5-3 in their final Pool D match of the
FIH Men's Hockey World Cup here on Wednesday.
Harmanpreet struck twice from two penalty corners in
the fifth and 21st minutes, while Abhishek's two fine
field goals came in the 11th and 24th minutes. Vice-
captain Hardik Singh also scored from a penalty stroke
in the 35th minute. Pakistan scored through Hannan
Shahid (22nd, 46th) and Sufyan Khan (24th) to reduce
the margin.

Ecuador Intel Chief, Five Americans Killed

in Kenya Hellcopter Crash

NAIROBI: Ecuador's intelligence chief and five US citizens died when a
tourist helicopter crashed in central Kenya on Wednesday, killing all seven
people on board, officials said. The accident happened Wednesday morning
in Samburu County, north of the capital Nairobi, according to the Kenya Civil
Aviation Authority (KCAA). The aircraft had departed from the Loisaba wild-
life reserve. Images shared by the Kenya Red Cross on X in the afternoon
showed a crash site in flames. It said difficult terrain hampered rescue opera-
tions.

"There were seven people on board the helicopter, one pilot and six pas-
sengers," Fredrick Kabunge, director of the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Department (AAID), told AFP, confirming that no one had survived. Con-
tacted by AFP Wednesday evening, Samburu County police chief David Nkoroi
said "operations have been suspended until tomorrow because of darkness
and the complex nature of the ground and the scene of the crash."”

Ecuador's Transport Minister Roberto Luque said the Latin American
nation's intelligence chief Michele Sensi-Contugi and his wife were among
those killed. "Today Michele and Stephany left us too soon. Thinking of their
family, especially their children and parents," Luque wrote on X. Sensi-Contugi,
42, is a former businessman appointed as head of Ecuador's National Intelli-
gence Center in 2024.

He was a close associate of Ecuador's right-wing President Daniel Noboa,
who has made his country a key US partner in Washington's renewed combat
against drug cartels. A US State Department spokesperson said that five Ameri-
can citizens died in the crash, without providing their identities. Spanish-lan-
guage broadcaster Telemundo however announced that one of its senior man-
agers in Florida, Jose Alberto Suarez, had died in the crash.

"We are heartbroken to learn the tragic news that Jose was killed in a
helicopter accident in Kenya," said a statement by Cesar Conde, newsgroup
chairman of parent-company NBCUniversal, and two other executives. "Jose

was an exceptional colleague who cared deeply about his teams, the commu-
nities they served and the important role our stations play in people's lives."
Kabunge said the "helicopter was transporting tourists for a scenic flight". In
a video shared on X, black smoke could be seen billowing into the sky at the
foot of Mount Ololokwe, where the crash occurred. Mount Ololokwe is a
sacred mountain for the Samburu people, its summit rising 2,000 metres (6,560
feet) above sea level, and it is a popular hiking destination. Companies offer
helicopter flyovers. The cause of the crash has not yet been established, with
KCAA saying investigations were underway. In March, a helicopter crash in
western Kenya killed six people, including a member of parliament.

Major Fire Breaks Out At Recycling Facility in South-east London

A major fire broke out at a recycling facility in Landmann Way,
South Bermondsey, close to South-east London, severely damaging
the site and causing disruption across nearby rail routes. This is the
second incident reported two months after a major fire at the same site
in June. As per reports, around 15 fire engines and 100 firefighters
from the London Fire Brigade were called on Monday after nearly 50
tonnes of household waste caught fire. Crews worked through the night
to prevent the blaze from spreading further. The fire was brought un-
der control shortly after 2 am on Wednesday, while firefighters re-
mained at the scene to put out remaining pockets of fire. Meanwhile,
rail services into London Bridge from New Cross were cancelled, de-
layed or revised. Destinations affected by the closure include Highbury
& Islington, New Cross, Battersea Park, Clapham Junction, Crystal
Palace, West Croydon, and also between Dalston Junction and New
Cross. Further details are awaited.

Bigg Boss Malayalam Season 8 is officially set to hit small screens
in just a few weeks. With each passing day, the buzz is growing stron-
ger as fans actively watch Bigg Boss Agnipareeksha. Do you remem-
ber commoner contestant Aneesh, the first runner-up of last season?
When Aneesh was asked whom he would like to see in the Bigg Boss
house, his answer pointed to a nearly impossible candidate. Aneesh
told a leading tabloid, "I know the chances of him being part of the
show are impossible, but I would still love to see Sanju Samson in
Bigg Boss. He is the pride of Kerala and has brought immense glory to
Indian sports. I am eager to see what a talented sportsperson like him
could bring to the show and how viewers in Kerala would respond to
his presence. I also hope the state's sports sector receives a boost, with
recognition extending beyond cricket and football to other disciplines
as well. If a sportsperson enters the show, it could truly make a posi-
tive difference." Who wouldn’t love to see Sanju Samson on the show?
As excitement builds, actress Neena Kurup, Sandhya of Cook With
Comedy fame, and Aneesh Ravi are among the probable contestants
for Bigg Boss Malayalam Season 8. The show is all set to launch on
September 6.

Don’t Daydream About My

Jawani Or Bedroom: Kangana
Hits Back At Ramdeyv

Actor and BJP MP Kangana Ranaut has launched a sharp attack on yoga
guru Baba Ramdev after he criticised her remarks describing some young

people and protesters as “Generation Gutter”. Responding to Ramdev on
Instagram Stories on Wednesday, Kangana said, “Baba ji don’t day dream
about my jawani or bedroom,” while accusing him of making personal re-
marks about her.

The exchange follows a controversy that began last month when Kangana
described some young women and protesters as “Generation Gutter”” and ac-
cused them of misusing their freedom. Her remarks drew criticism, including
from Ramdev, who questioned her background while commenting on the state-
ment.

CAZRI Tourism Park Pro-
tects Endangered Species

JODHPUR (RAJASTHAN): The Agri-Eco Tourism Park maintained by ICAR-CAZRI (Central Arid Zone Research Institute) of Jodhpur in Rajasthan is transforming the region’s deserts to fertile lands through its research programmes for the past seven decades. The park

is protecting/growing 150 plant species, medicinal plants, cacti and succulents, fruit plant, plants of Mexican origin, perennial grasses, ornamental shrubs, perennial grasses, ornamental shrubs, fibre and natural gum resin plants and running the park in 8 hectares, distributed into
32 blocks. There exist endangered and medicinally important plant species such as Commiphora Wightii (Guggu), Withania Coagulans (Paneerbandh) and Sarcostemma acidum (Somlata) and plants of economic importance such as Haloxylon stocksil (Khara Lana) and Capparis
decidua (Ker). The sand dune block provides an overview of the checkerboard technique of sand dune stabilization developed by the institute and a ‘know-your-soil” section in the park consists of soil profiles brought from different parts of the country to educate visitors about
different soil types, their nature and properties. The park remains open for the general public and guided tours are conducted for groups. Senior scientist of CAZRI, Saurabh Swami, said that more than 15,000 persons have visited AETP during the past 2-5 years. These included
farmer groups, students, agriculture, forestry, horticulture and management faculties of different state agricultural universities, trainee forest officers from different states, entrepreneurs and ordinary individuals. Swami said seven endangered species are being protected and grown
in the park. The Press Information Bureau recently arranged a media tour to the CAZRI plant, which occasioned a closer understanding of the institute's activities. The institute's project monitoring and evaluation head PC Maharana said the institute has done pioneering research
on combating desertification through sand dune stabilization and shelter-belt plantations, devising suitable technology for stabilizing sand dunes. This included fencing, protecting the dune area, establishing micro-wind breaks and planting of adapted bushwood material. The
institute's recommendations for shelterbelt plantations for reducing sand movement are well-recognised. Planting of shelterbelts has been done with Neem, Israeli Babool and Desi Babool trees that reduce wind speed by 20 to 30 per cent and consequently wind-induced erosion
by about 50 per cent. This also results in conservation of soil moisture and nutrients. The technology has been adopted for areas stretching 400 km in western Rajasthan and this, at many places, provided a micro-environment for practising agriculture. Acting director of CAZRI,
Suresh Pal Singh Tanwar, said CAZRI established in 1952 at Jodhpur in Rajasthan, aimed at arresting rapid desertification of north-west Rajasthan and protecting the national capital from sand storms. It has now been instrumental in turning the region into an emerging economy.
CAZRI, he said, replicates the role of the CommonWealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation of Australia. It has achieved its primary objective of controlling desertification and helped in increasing the irrigated area for the farming and allied sectors. Tiwari said
the institute has developed several new varieties of crops, grasses and horticulture crops including CZP9802 and CZ-IC 923 of pear] millet, Maru guar of cluster bean, CAZRI Moth bean, Maru Kulthi of horse gram, CAZRI 75, CAZRI358, and CAZRI 2178, which are giving
sustainable livelihood to the farming community in Rajasthan. He felt that in the time of El Nino, Andhra Pradesh can also adopt CAZRI's judicial use and conservation of water to save crops.
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