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CM Vijay Runs TN on 4
AM Calls and 20-Hour
Days, Says Minister

As Tamil Nadu's actor—turnéd—poiitician Chief Minister Vijay completes
100 days in office, his close aide and Public Works and Sports Development
Minister Aadhav Arjuna has lifted the curtain on the CM's punishing daily
routine — one that reportedly stretches to nearly 20 hours a day. Speaking at
afunction in Chennai, Arjuna described Vijay's transformation from the state's
most beloved film star to a full-time administrator as dramatic, saying the
Chief Minister now devotes almost the entire day to matters of governance.
"Our leader works 18 to 20 hours a day. He calls us as early as 4 in the morn-
ing and asks exactly what's happening in each department. That's the kind of
Chief Minister Tamil Nadu has got," Arjuna said. Rather than basking in the
glow of his party's stunning electoral victory, Vijay has been laser-focused on
how quickly the promises made to voters can be delivered, according to the
minister. Arjuna said that from the very day he took charge, Vijay has func-
tioned inside the Secretariat like a "political monk," carrying none of the arro-
gance that can come with power and remaining singularly devoted to public
service.

The minister added that within its first 100 days, the government has al-
ready moved firmly against corruption and financial leakages, with the Chief
Minister issuing specific directives to bring greater transparency to adminis-
tration. While uprooting decades-old corruption at the grassroots level over-
night isn't realistic, Arjuna said the government is determined to clean up the
system starting from the very top.

UAE Says Iran Fired
Two Ballistic Missiles
at Its Territory

Dubai: The United Arab Emirates on Tuesday accused Iran of
firing two ballistic missiles at its territory, neither of which hit
land. "UAE air defenses detected two ballistic missiles launched
from Iran toward the country, with the first falling outside the
country's territorial waters, while the second fell within the terri-

torial waters," said a statement posted by the ministry on X.

Gold Mine Collapses in
Central African Republic,
Killing At Least 30 Miners

Bangui: Anartisanal gold mining site collapsed Tues-
day in the western part of Central African Republic,
killing at least 30 miners and leaving others trapped,
authorities and residents said. The mine collapsed Tues-
day morning in the Abba region of the

prefecture, according to Florian
Gaguende, one of the surviving min-
ers. He said rescuers were searching
for additional miners believed
trapped, but that the chances of find-
ing them alive "is getting slimmer."
The sub-prefecture's deputy mayor,
Souleymane Bi, said rescuers and
residents managed over several hours
to pull 30 bodies from the collapsed
mine, and that injured miners were
receiving treatment.

DC Edit | Youth Power Triumphes,
In Ranchi As At J antar Mantar

The power of youth as exhibited in their right to protest — under Article
19 of the Constitution as the Supreme Court reminded the authorities — has
prevailed in spectacular fashion. From Jantar Mantar to Jharkhand, the pro-
testers, be they students, job aspirants or a collective of young people gather-
ing under the banner of the Cockroach Janta Party, achieved their aims in
bringing about the resignation of the Union education minister and the cancel-
lation of the JSSV-CGL and TDPL-conducted recruitment examinations in
Jharkhand. The students and youth braved the power of the state that mani-
fested in brutal methods of crowd control like lathi charges, baton strikes,
pellet guns, water cannons and iron barricades, protesters’ names mentioned
in FIRs following the use of surveillance methods like facial recognition, etc.
With fasting leaders and fearless frontliners in protest action they drove home
their point about the fecklessness of governments in handling subjects that
hold great significance for young people like entrance exams and recruitment
tests. A movement that amalgamated around a march to Parliament may not
end with Jantar Mantar and Jharkhand. Both protests, which ran in the face of
government reluctance to hold parleys early with the protesters to find out
their grievances only to bend when there was no alternative to conceding jus-
tifiable demands may be just the beginning of a display of the power of young
people who are riddled with anxieties and doubts over their future.

The history of youth struggles goes back a long way in India too, begin-
ning with youth participation in the freedom struggle and the ringing in of a
change of guard in Tamil Nadu with the anti-Hindi agitation in the 1960s. The
CJP and student union-led protests in Delhi and Ranchi will go down in his-
tory as an inflection point in which the young people found their voice to
protest blatant injustice as in exam paper leaks and state-driven recruitment
processes for government jobs in which politicians also meddle.

Itis the life of students, which is at stake, top court judges said. Itis not as
if political leaders were unaware of this when so many instances of shoddy
conduct of examinations, paper leaks and corruption by mafia had popped up
periodically to remind them that the system was sporting gaping holes and
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that not enough was being done by government agencies that have taken over
centralised tests that are supposed to determine merit among millions of
aspirational young Indians. The fundamental error of the state was in tackling
the protests as a law and order problem rather than the outpouring of genuine
student grievances. Exam reforms are being talked about now and enquiry
panels being formed to probe the excesses of the Delhi police — not that the
Jharkhand police were any less in demonstrating brutality or registering cases
against protesters — after the demonstrators had withstood nearly a whole
month of privation just to register their angst over an uncaring system. A stub-
born Union ministry that refused to see quickly enough the reason behind the
unrest and a vacillating state chief minister who trotted out pedantic excuses
for not cancelling the exams earlier were symptomatic of the response of au-
thority to the expression of dissent. The political implications for govern-
ments that get elected for five-year terms should not matter here so much as
the establishment of a renewed force in India of a youth empowered in its
awakening from a slumber of decades.

Maharashtra Cabinet Clears Rs 6,477 Crore
for Jayakwadi Irrigation Project Phase-II

MUMBALI: The Maharashtra Cabinet on Tuesday approved a financial
provision of Rs 6,477.88 crore for Phase-II of the Jayakwadi project, paving
the way for faster implementation of the Majalgaon Dam project on the
Sindphana River in the Godavari basin. The project is expected to provide
irrigation to around 1.31 lakh hectares across Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar,
Ahilyanagar, Beed, Parbhani and Nanded districts. It is also expected to sup-
port industrial water supply, fisheries and power generation. Meanwhile, as
contractors across the state continue to protest over pending bills, the Cabinet
approved the use of a new system to ensure timely payment of contractors'
dues. The decisions were taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis at Mantralaya. Officials said the Jayakwadi Project
Phase-II has received its fifth revised administrative approval. "With this, the
Majalgaon Dam, with a storage capacity of 454 million cubic metres (MCM),
will be completed. The project includes the Majalgaon (Loni Sawangi) lift
irrigation scheme, Salimba drip lift irrigation scheme, Shiras Marg low-level
barrage, Roshanpuri high-level barrage and the 148-km-long Majalgaon Right
Bank Canal, along with six en-route reservoirs — Galhati, Dhond, Ukadgaon,
Murambi, Pendu and Subhashnagar. It also includes raising the height of the
Majalgaon Masoli project,” said an official from the Chief Minister's Office
(CMO).

The Jayakwadi Project has been planned in two phases. Under Phase-I,
the Jayakwadi Dam, the 208-km-long Paithan Left Bank Canal, branch ca-
nals, distributaries, minor distributaries and sub-minor distributaries have been
completed. Phase-II is considered an important project for the Marathwada
region. The second phase has now received its fifth revised administrative
approval of Rs 6,477.88 crore. The works under this phase will include the
Paithan Right Bank Canal, Majalgaon Dam and works related to the Majalgaon

Right Bank Canal. The Cabinet also approved the use of the Trade Receiv-
ables Discounting System (TReDS) for making payments to micro, small and
medium-sized contractors in the Public Works Department. Under the sys-
tem, the amount due to contractors from the government will be disbursed
within 180 days. If the payment is not made within this period, interest will
have to be paid for the duration of the delay. The rate of interest will be deter-
mined by an Implementation and Monitoring Committee headed by the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of the Public Works Department, the official said.

In another major decision, the Cabinet approved a special rehabilitation
policy for Pandharpur, taking into account its religious and traditional signifi-
cance, the large number of Warkari pilgrims and the urgent need for develop-
ment works. The policy is expected to accelerate development works worth
Rs 3,993.90 crore under the Shri Vitthal-Rukmini Temple precinct and com-
mercial complex plan. Officials said the government is planning to provide
compensation of up to Rs 10 lakh to shop owners for three years, based on
their annual income. In addition, 250 residents will be provided a monthly
rent allowance of Rs 10,000.

Navratna NALCO Collaborates With Research Institutes
To Advance Industrial Residue Valorisation

Select Deccan Chronicle Now Bhubaneswar: Central Navratna public
sector unit National Aluminium Company Limited (NALCO) has strength-
ened its R&D initiatives through collaborations with leading national research
institutions to develop scalable and commercially viable solutions for indus-
trial residue valorisation and critical mineral recovery. NALCO CMD
Brijendra Pratap Singh on Tuesday inaugurated an indigenous pilot plant at
the NALCO Research & Technology Centre (NRTC), Bhubaneswar, for pro-
cessing bituminous coal fly ash and recovering multiple value-added prod-
ucts. The 50-kg-per-day pilot plant has been designed and established by
CSIR-IMMT and KIIT with support from NALCO, CSIR and the Union min-
istry of mines. It is based on a jointly patented process developed by CSIR-
IMMT and NALCO for holistic utilisation of coal fly ash. The process en-
ables recovery of alumina, calcium silicate for ceramic applications, quartz
residue with potential use in glassmaking, and iron hydroxide residue en-
riched in rare earth elements (REE), including scandium.

Jagdish Arora, Director (Projects & Technical), Dr Tapas Kumar
Pattanayak, Director (HR), Anil Kumar Singh, Director (Commercial), Dr
Ramanuj Narayan, Director, CSIR-IMMT, and Prof Jnyana Ranjan Mohanty,
Registrar, KIIT, besides senior officials from the institutions, were present. A
ground-breaking ceremony was also held for a pilot plant for bauxite residue
(red mud) valorisation. The proposed facility will focus on recovering ferro-
titanium alloy, metallic iron and rare earth elements from red mud.

Rare earth elements are critical for strategic and high-technology applica-
tions, including permanent magnets, electric mobility, renewable energy, elec-
tronics and defence. Recovery from secondary resources can improve resource
efficiency and supplement primary sources. The fly ash plant is also expected
to generate REE concentrate for further research on mixed REE recovery and
separation, supporting development of downstream value-added products.

Speaking on the occasion, Singh said NALCO was committed to leverag-
ing research, innovation and strategic partnerships to convert industrial resi-
dues into valuable resources. He emphasised that pilot-scale validation of
indigenous technologies was an important step towards commercially viable
solutions that could strengthen resource efficiency, critical mineral security
and the circular economy.
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