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Gold Prices Rise Rs 676
To Rs 1.55 Lakh Per 10

futures trade as speculators created fresh positions on a firm spot demand.On
the Multi Commodity Exchange, the yellow metal contracts for October de-
livery traded higher by Rs 676, or 0.44 per cent, at Rs 1,55,182 per 10 grams
in a business turnover of 1,111 lots. Fresh positions built up by participants
led to a rise in precious metal prices, analysts said. Globally, gold futures
increased 0.40 per cent to USD 4,394.01 per ounce in New York.

Rahul Seeks Accountabil-

ity over UGC-NET Exam
Cancellation by NTA

, 5

New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday targeted the Modi
government over the UGC-NET re-exam, and demanded that the National
Testing Agency's leadership must be held accountable for it.In a post on X, he
alleged that "this is no longer an education system. It is an extraction ma-
chine". "Modi ji, look at what your NTA has just done. UGC-NET exams for
Sociology, English and Commerce were held between 22 and 30 June. Nearly
two months later, NTA has cancelled all three because it set faulty papers and
repeated old questions," he said. Gandhi said thousands of candidates who
prepared for years, filled forms, paid the fees, travelled to distant centres,
must now do it all again in September. "NTA makes the mistake but the stu-
dent serves the sentence," he said. "I said this in Kota, in Dehradun, in Prayagraj,
and I will keep saying it - this is no longer an education system. It is an extrac-
tion machine. It takes your money, your years, your mental health, and your
confidence and returns nothing. Not even a job," the Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha said.

"NTA still won't answer the real question - were these papers leaked be-
fore the exam? "Just like every other arm of the Modi government, NTA never
says it's their fault. Just like every other compromised paper, I am absolutely
sure there will be no accountability," Gandhi also said. The Congress leader
said Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation was the first step, not the last. "NTA's
leadership must be held accountable too," he demanded.

"To every student sitting this exam again in September - you are not the
problem. PM Modi built a system that cannot run an exam and then blames
the students who take it. Your years are being stolen and we will not stop until
PM Modi answers for it," Gandhi said in his post. The National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Sunday announced the retest for three papers of the UGC-NET
June 2026 examination -- English, Commerce and Sociology -- following
complaints about several errors in these papers. The English paper will be
held on September 9 from 9 am to 12 noon in Shift 1, while the Commerce
paper will be conducted the same day from 3 pm to 6 pm in Shift 2. The
Sociology paper will be held on September 10 from 9 am to 12 noon in Shift
1. The NTA conducted the UGC-NET June 2026 examination from June 22 to
30 across 87 subjects for the award of Junior Research Fellowship (JRF),
eligibility for assistant professor, and admission to PhD programmes. The
Congress has been targeting the NTA ever since the NEET examination paper
was leaked and the NTA conducted a re-exam.

Kanwariya Shot Dead On Way To
Baba Garibnath Temple In Bihar

A Kanwariya was shot dead in Bihar's Muzaffarpur district
while he was on his way to offer water at the Baba Garibnath
Temple, police said on Monday.The deceased, identified as Golu
Kumar (25), was part of a group of around 60 Kanwariyas. The
incident took place near Brahmapur Khakhan village on the
Deoria-Jagaria main road when Golu was on his way to offer
water at the Baba Garibnath Temple after collecting it from the
Narayani (Gandak) river late Sunday evening. Talking to report-
ers, Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO), Saraiya, Abhijit Kaur,
said, "Police reached the spot after receiving the information
that a man was dead near Brahmapur Khakhan village late Sun-
day evening. He was on his way to the Garibnath Temple as part
of the Kanwar pilgrimage." "During the inspection of the crime
scene, police learnt that he had been involved in a confrontation
with someone earlier in the day and had allegedly received a
death threat. Police are conducting a technical investigation to
identify the perpetrators, and further action will be taken based
on the findings of the investigation," the SDPO added.

Russian Missile Strike Hits ArcelorMittal

Plant in Ukraine; 2 Killed, 14 Injured

Russia: Lakshmi Mittal’s ArcelorMittal mining and metallurgical complex
in Ukraine’s Kryvyi Rih was hit by a Russian missile strike overnight. Ac-
cording to reports, two people were killed and 14 workers were injured. Ro-
mania, which borders Ukraine, said an F-18 fighter on a NATO air policing
mission had shot down a drone that breached ?its airspace during the latest
attacks. It did not specify the origin of the drone, which entered from Moldova,
but a NATO ?spokesperson said it appeared to be Russian.

Russia struck Ukraine's largest grain export port on the River Danube near
the Romanian ?border last week after stepping up attacks on Ukraine in recent
weeks. Ukraine has also intensified attacks on Russian targets including oil
refineries, and both ?sides have struck commercial vessels in the Black Sea.
In the latest attacks since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Rus-
sian forces struck Ukraine's biggest steel plant ?overnight in the industrial city
of Kryvyi Rih, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy's home town.

At least two people were killed and 14 injured, Ukrainian officials said.
"As a result of the attack, key production facilities in the power generation
and blast furnace sectors have been damaged, and the plant’s production pro-
cesses have been partially halted," ArcelorMittal Kryvyi Rih (MT.LU),said
on ?Telegram. A Russian missile strike on Kyiv early on Sunday caused fires
in at least two districts of the capital, Mayor Vitali Klitschko said. The ?city's
military administration said three people were injured.

Tymur Tkachenko, the Kyiv region's governor, said three others, includ-
ing a child, were injured in drone attacks across the region. Drone shot down
over Romania Russia's Defence Ministry said it had downed 822 Ukrainian
drones throughout the country in the latest attacks. Moscow region Governor
Andrei Vorobyov said an 83-year-old man had been killed in what he de-
scribed as one of the largest Ukrainian drone attacks on the Moscow region
since the start of the conflict.

He said several people were also injured in the Podolsk area, and that a
warehouse belonging to Russia's largest online retailer, Wildberries, had been
Istruck. Video filmed by Reuters after the ?strike on Wildberries' Koledino

warehouse ?showed a large plume of smoke over the site, about 45 km (28
miles) south of Moscow. Ukraine has been targeting Wildberries, which it
accuses of handling military goods, in recent weeks as part of a wider bid to
damage ?Russian economic infrastructure it sees as underpinning Moscow's
military campaign. One person was also killed in a drone strike ?on a bus
near the southern Russian city of Belgorod, the regional governor said. The
Belgorod region borders eastern Ukraine. Ukraine's military said it had also
hit a missile fuel production facility in Russia's Rostov region overnight. Rus-
sia did not immediately comment on the report. In the fourth incident this year
in which a drone has strayed ?into its ?territory, the Romanian defence minis-
try said an F-18 jet that is part of a Spanish NATO contingent ?had shot down
a drone over Romania at 5:01 a.m. (0201 GMT). The ministry said that frag-
ments from the destroyed drone appeared to have fallen in an uninhabited
area between two villages. 7Russia did not immediately comment on the inci-
dent.

Massive Wildfire Forces Evacuations
In Belgium’s High Fens

Firefighters battled a massive wildfire in Belgium on Sunday that has burned
over 27 square kilometres in the High Fens, the country's largest reserve, forc-
ing nearby residents to evacuate in what media describe as one of the worst-
ever wildfires in the country's recent history. About 600 residents in nearby
municipalities in Waimes and Butgenbach, in Liege province near the Ger-
man border, were told to evacuate on August 15 as winds shifted and smoke
spread through the area. Authorities also advised tourists to leave, while a
nearby gymnasium was opened to receive evacuees.

Liege provincial Governor Herve Jamar, in a statement, said that more
than 250 emergency personnel have been deployed, including over 100 Bel-
gian and German firefighters, police and military officers and civil protection
staff, helped by firefighting helicopters. Authorities said no homes had been
affected as of Sunday morning, though the fire remained close to residential
areas and heavy smoke persisted. They urged people to stay away from the
fire zone, warning that unnecessary traffic could obstruct emergency vehicles
and complicate firefighting operations.

The fire follows weeks of unusually hot and dry weather. The High Fens'
mix of heathland and peat bogs has complicated efforts to contain the flames.
In the nearby town of Monschau, in Germany, local authorities warned over-
night that the fire was about 3 kilometres from the border and said firefighters
were on alert. Early Sunday morning, the town website recommended that

people in three outlying districts near the border leave the area temporarily
because officials couldn't rule out health risks caused by smoke. Belgium was
hit by another spell of intense heat this week, with temperatures reaching about
37 C (98.6 F) in parts of the country on Friday.

Bigg Boss Telugu Season 10 Promo Out:
Nagarjuna Promises 10X Surprises and Drama

Bigg Boss Telugu Season 10, hosted by
Akkineni Nagarjuna, is all set to hit screens soon.
The Coolie and Kubera actor recently unveiled
the promo for the upcoming season, highlight-
ing that it will be ten times more surprising than
previous seasons. Taking to X, Nagarjuna wrote,
"The most-awaited Bigg Boss Season 10 Telugu
is coming soon! 10X surprises. 10X drama. 10X
challenges. Ee sari aatalo savaal kadhu... aate
savaal. (This time, the game itself is the chal-
lenge.)"

Actor-politician Pawan Kalyan is set to stay away from film
sets for the rest of 2026 as he focuses on recovering from major
shoulder surgery and handling his political responsibilities. The
Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister underwent a three-and-
a-half-hour surgery on his right shoulder in July to treat a long-
standing rotator cuff injury and an avulsion fracture. He is ex-
pected to undergo a second surgery on his left shoulder later this
year.

With doctors recommending six to seven months of rehabili-
tation, Pawan’s return to the sets is now likely to happen only in
2027. The health setback has also thrown his film plans off sched-
ule. OG 2, which was expected to begin shooting in September,
has been pushed back. Pawan has meanwhile stopped allocating
call sheets and hearing new scripts for OG 2. Back to his minis-
terial duties in AP, Pawan is using medical support and is ex-
pected to prioritise governance over films for the rest of 2026.
For his fans, however, there could still be something to look for-
ward to. Production houses are reportedly planning promotional
glimpses and musical updates around his September 2 birthday
to keep the Pawan Kalyan buzz alive during his extended break
from shooting.
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Pawan Kalyan Presses Pause on Cinema
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