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SC Quashes Defamation

Case Against Rahul Gandhi
Over Savarkar Remarks

-‘*\.

The Supreme Court on Friday quashed the criminal defamation complaint
and summon issued by a trial court against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for
his remarks against Vinayak Damodar Savarkar.A bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Sheel Nagu said the required sanction was not obtained in the mat-
ter. "Additional Solicitor General and advocate for complainant, in the affida-
vit filed by UP, submits there is no disclosure of sanction. In such view of the
matter, the complaint and orders passed by magistrate stands quashed," the
bench said.

The defamation case stems from Gandhi's comments on Savarkar made
on November 17,2022 during his Bharat Jodo Yatra at a rally in Maharashtra's
Akola district. The Lucknow bench of the high court on April 4, 2025 said
Gandhi can file a revision petition before the sessions court, making the high
court's intervention unnecessary at this stage. The Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha had challenged a subordinate court's decision to summon him in
the case, while contesting the ongoing proceedings against him. Advocate
Nripendra Pandey filed a complaint, accusing Gandhi of intentionally insult-
ing Savarkar during the rally. The complainant alleged Gandhi's remarks were
part of a well-planned conspiracy to defame Savarkar.

Etna Eruptions Shut
Catania Airport in
Sicily at Travel Peak

-

Sicily: Sicily’s Catania airport will remain closed until early Friday due to
eruptions from nearby Mount Etna that have forced hundreds of flights to be
cancelled or rerouted over the past week. All arrivals and departures to the
island hub will be suspended through at least 2 a.m. local time on Friday, the
airport said in a notice posted late Wednesday. About 700 flights have been
affected since August 7, after Europe’s most active volcano began its latest
flare-up. The airport has been closed for the major part of that period, inter-
rupting travel to the popular summer destination. More than 1,00,000 passen-
gers are estimated to have been affected. Flights have been shifted to other
island hubs like Palermo, Trapani or Comiso, but Catania is the island’s busi-
est airport. Some travelers have been forced to sleep at the airport, with others
shifting to buses and trains, and rental-car shortages have sent prices skyrock-
eting. Ryanair Holdings Plc, the dominant carrier at Catania, said on its website
that passengers should expect heavy delays, cancellations and diversions on
Thursday. Wizz Air Holdings Plc and EasyJet Plc and Ita Airways are among
the other carriers active at the hub in southeast Sicily.

Putin Visits Japan-Claimed Pacific
Islands, Drawing Tokyo’s Protest

Moscow: Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday visited the Kuril
Islands, a Russian-controlled Pacific island chain also claimed by Japan, for
the first time, drawing protests from Tokyo. Putin visited a fish plant, a hospi-
tal and a school on Iturup, one of the chain's southernmost islands. He also
briefly spoke to local residents and met with the governor of Russia's Sakhalin
region, Valery Limarenko. Japan asserts territorial rights to the four southern-
most islands of the chain, which it calls the Northern Territories. The Soviet
Union took them from Japan in the final days of World War II, and the dispute
kept the countries from signing a peace treaty formally ending their hostilities.
Decades of diplomatic efforts to negotiate a settlement haven’t produced any
visible results. Moscow over the years has also beefed up its military presence
on the Kuril Islands in moves that appeared to underscore its firm stance in the
dispute.

Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi said his country “strongly
protests” against Putin's visit to Iturup, which Japan calls Etorofu. “The North-
ern Territories, including Etorofu (Iturup) Island, are Japan’s inherent terri-
tory both historically and from the perspective of international law,” Motegi
said in a statement. Japan also protested in 2021 when Russia's Prime Minis-
ter Mikhail Mishustin visited Iturup .

Putin in recent days has visited several regions in Russia's Siberia and the
Far East. Before coming to Iturup, the Russian president stopped on Sakhalin
Island to attend the final part of the drills by Russia's Pacific Fleet. Speaking
aboard a warship that was taking part in the naval exercises, Putin said Wednes-
day that the current status of the Kuril Islands “is enshrined in international
documents as a reality that arose following the outcome of the World War I1.”
“But even here, Russia was prepared to seek a solution with the goal of con-
cluding a peace treaty with Japan,” he said.

Indians, Pakistanis See Each Other As
Greatest Threat: Pew Survey

As Preferred Source A large section of Indians and Pakistanis view each
other as their greatest threat, reflecting the deep-entrenched distrust between
the two neighbours, a new survey has found.According to American think
tank Pew Research, 54 per cent of surveyed adults in India described Pakistan
as their greatest geopolitical threat, followed by China at 21 per cent. Simi-
larly, 43 per cent of Pakistanis saw India as their greatest threat while 24 per
cent each held the same views about Israel and China.

Pakistanis clearly point to China (75 per cent) as their most important ally
and, to a lesser degree, to Saudi Arabia (12 per cent). About a third of Indians
say Russia is their top ally (36 per cent), while 16 per cent name the US.
Roughly a third of Indians did not answer the question. Despite the camarade-
rie between US President Donald Trump and Pakistan's army chief Asim Munir,
only 15 per cent of Pakistanis hold a favourable opinion about the US. An
overwhelming 90 per cent had a favourable view about China.

Pew Research found that only 12 per cent of Pakistanis had confidence in
Trump to do the right thing in world affairs, while 83 per cent held similar
views about China's President Xi Jinping. Indians held much more positive
views of Russia (58 per cent favourable) and President Vladimir Putin (51 per
cent confidence) than Pakistanis do -- 39 per cent and 32 per cent respec-
tively. Just 23 per cent of Indians view China positively, while 25 per cent
trust Xi Jinping's global leadership.

Forty-five per cent of surveyed Indians viewed the US favourably, while
39 per cent expressed more confidence in Trump. The survey among adults in
four South Asian nations — India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka threw
up varying results. An overwhelming majority of Sri Lankans (79 per cent)
express a positive view of India, compared with 42 per cent of Bangladeshis
and 7 per cent of Pakistanis. Sixty-three per cent of Sri Lankans name India as
their most important ally, while Bangladeshis and Pakistanis most often name
India as their greatest threat. In the US, 45 per cent of Americans view India

favourably, while 50 per cent view it unfavourably. As many as 50 per cent of Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents have a favourable view of
India, compared with 42 per cent of Republicans and Republican leaners. Over 54 per cent of Americans surveyed say that India's global influence in recent
years has stayed about the same, while 30 per cent say it is getting stronger. Another 13 per cent say India's influence has been getting weaker. ( Source : P

260 Days at Sea: US Sailors Reportedly
Jumping Into Sea From Ship Amid Iran War

Washington DC: The Pacific-based aircraft carrier USS George Washing-
ton has begun heading toward the Middle East as reports have emerged of
mental health and supply issues aboard the long-deployed USS Abraham Lin-
coln . The Lincoln has been supporting the U.S. war against Iran , and its
deployment has included a record-setting uninterrupted time at sea of more
than 260 days. Several Democratic lawmakers are pressing for accountability
from the Pentagon over conditions aboard the carrier, which Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth on Thursday said were “completely misrepresented.”

Extended deployments of carriers during the Iran conflict have raised con-
cerns about the impact on service members who are away from home for long
periods as well as the increasing strain on the ship and its equipment. While
renewed hostilities between the U.S. and Iran have calmed in recent weeks,
the Navy has reimposed a blockade on Iranian ports in the crucial Strait of
Hormuz, and the Trump administration has offered no clarity on how it in-
tends to wind down the war .

Hegseth told reporters that the U.S. can maintain the blockade “indefi-
nitely.” A new aircraft carrier is heading west from the Asia-Pacific The USS
George Washington left port in Da Nang, Vietnam, last week, a Navy state-
ment said. The carrier, along with a cruiser and a destroyer, have since been
spotted crossing the Singapore Strait. A Navy official, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to detail sensitive ship details, confirmed that the Wash-
ington was in the Strait of Malacca, which links the Pacific and Indian oceans
and puts the carrier on a course to head into the Indian Ocean. The Wall Street
Journal reported earlier that the Washington would replace the Lincoln as one
of the two aircraft carriers now stationed in the Middle East.

The move would leave the waters of the Pacific without a U.S. carrier
presence for an unknown period of time. The Trump administration sees China,
the dominant power in the region, as “a settled force” that only needs to be
deterred from dominating the U.S. or its allies and not the top global adver-
sary that it was under the Biden administration. The Lincoln originally de-
ployed Nov. 21 from San Diego, and it arrived in the Middle East in January,
ahead of the launch of the Iran war on Feb. 28. The Navy conceded that the
conflict created a “highly contested environment where traditional supply hubs
in the Middle East were disrupted by combat actions.” That, in turn, led to
shortages and loss of mail aboard the aircraft carrier, the Navy said in a state-
ment.

“Leadership prioritized mission-critical supplies: first food, then hygiene
items, then mail,” the statement said, before assuring that sailors aboard the
ship now have access to clean water and “healthy meal options.” Democrats
call for scrutiny, while the Pentagon defends conditions aboard the USS
Abraham Lincoln Democratic lawmakers are calling for investigations, more
information and greater visibility into conditions aboard the ship, which was
originally set to return home in May. “The Lincoln’s prolonged deployment is
especially significant because it is occurring in the context of continuing mili-
tary operations against Iran and the possibility that substantial US naval forces
will be required in the region for an extended period,” Connecticut Sen. Rich-
ard Blumenthal, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, wrote in
aletter to Navy leadership asking for a response to several questions. Arizona
Sen. Ruben Gallego, a Marine Corps veteran, said on social media that he is
looking to take a bipartisan delegation on an official oversight visit to the ship
and that the way sailors are being treated is “not just disgusting; it’s danger-
ous.” Hegseth told reporters during ?a visit to Panama that he wants the
Lincoln's sailors home and crews rotated as quickly as possible but pushed
back against reports of problems aboard. “We make sure that every ship, ev-
ery crew, every captain has everything we can provide them at every single
moment. Some deployments are longer than others, and ?I have more respect
and gratitude for those sailors than 7anybody. What they do in those high seas
in those austere ?conditions with less port calls —it’s incredible.” Navy lead-
ers, including acting Secretary Hung Cao, last week held a tense town hall for
families of troops aboard the USS Lincoln, at which the commanders of the
Navy’s air and surface forces promised to do everything they could to relieve
the aircraft carrier. MS NOW reported earlier on the meeting. When reports
of food shortages aboard the ship first surfaced in April, the Navy pushed
back, calling those reports “false.” Reports of mental health concerns and
more aboard the ship Reports have since emerged that sailors on the Lincoln

are struggling with mental health concerns. The Navy said in its statement that
it has “not observed an increase in suicidal ideations or attempts aboard the
ship,” but officials declined to provide data, citing operational security and
patient privacy concerns. The Navy official said that a sailor aboard the Lin-
coln went overboard in early August but that the person was quickly recov-
ered, treated by the ship’s medical department and transferred off ship for
follow-on care. The official would not say if it was being considered a suicide
attempt. U.S. Central Command, which oversees military operations in the
Middle East, pushed back on reports about poor conditions. “The Sailors and
Marines of the Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group remain resilient and
resolved after more than 260 days at sea, 10,000 aircraft flights, and 1.5 mil-
lion pounds of ordnance expended,” the command said on social media. Other
carriers also have had long runs that have raised concerns about morale. The
USS Gerald R. Ford returned home in mid-May after an 11-month deploy-
ment , the longest since the Vietnam War, during which it supported the U.S.
war with Iran and the capture of Venezuelan leader Nicolds Maduro. During
its deployment, the Ford experienced a fire in a laundry space that forced the
carrier to turn around and return to the Mediterranean Sea for repairs and left
hundreds of sailors without places to sleep. Concerns about the demands of
battle and the dangers of overextending ships and their crew predate the Iran
war, with a number of mishaps on ships battling Houthi rebels in Yemen in
2024 and 2025, including the aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman on a longer-
than-expected deployment . Some sailors have reportedly tried throwing them-
selves into the sea, basic supplies can run short and sanitation is going awry:
life on America's giant Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier is increasingly diffi-
cult as the Iran war drags on. The ship -- now in its ninth month of deployment
-- is expected to be replaced in the Middle East by another carrier, the George
Washington, in a move sure to be welcomed by the Lincoln's crew and their
loved ones. But concerns about conditions on the Lincoln have prompted law-
makers to demand answers from Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth, who insists the
situation has been "misrepresented.” Jonathan Schroden, chief research of-
ficer at the Center for Naval Analyses, said the warship's sailors face signifi-
cant challenges from their long time at sea. "Even in peacetime conditions,
the quarters are cramped, the workdays are long, the food is not great, and it's
difficult to get fresh air, exercise and even a decent night's sleep," Schroden
said. "Add to that the stress that comes with being involved in combat opera-
tions -- in which your ship is constantly threatened -- and you can see how
difficult life becomes for these sailors," he said. The Lincoln departed Cali-
fornia in November 2025 for duty in the South China Sea and was rerouted to
the Middle East before US-Israeli attacks on Iran that began in late February.
Schroden noted that carrier strike groups are generally designed for six-month
deployments for reasons "including sailor welfare." Going beyond that "cre-
ates all kinds of compounding problems that the Navy then has to deal with
down the line." This includes increased maintenance costs and decreased readi-
ness windows while ships are prepared to deploy again, he said. Of special
concern are accounts of suicide attempts aboard the Lincoln, with the Navy
Times reporting this week that two sailors tried to jump off the ship. Schroden
said he had seen "reports of similar events occasionally over the past couple
of decades" and that "it's rare but not unheard of, though tragic in every case."
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