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Resolution on Tamil Thaai

Vazhthu Unanimously
Passed in TN Assembly

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu Assembly on Monday unanimously passed a
resolution mandating the rendition of Tamil Thaai Vazhthu at the commence-
ment of government events in the state. The resolution, piloted by Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay, was supported by several legislature parties, including
the opposition DMK and AIADMK, who endorsed the government's stance
that the state song should be sung first in the sequence of songs to be rendered
at government functions. Moving the resolution, Vijay said his Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam government will not compromise on Tamil Nadu's linguistic and
cultural rights. "Tamil is not only a language but also our life and emotions,"
Vijay said in an emotive speech and stressed that the "mother tongue is as
pure as one's mother." "Singing the Tamil Thaai Vazhthu is not against the
political system or India's unity. On the contrary, it reflects the nation's high
principle of unity in diversity. There's no need to make this demand of singing
the Tamil Thaai Vazhthu first into a political debate," he said.

As per the resolution, the state song should be sung at the commencement
of programmes conducted at educational institutions, universities, government
offices and public sector undertakings in Tamil Nadu. The move comes in the
backdrop of the latest advisory from the Union Home Affairs Ministry asking
the states and union territories to "strictly comply" with its January 28 direc-
tive that the National Song Vande Mataram be played before the National
Anthem at official events. It may be recalled that the Tamil Nadu government
issued an order on November 23, 1970, insisting that the Tamil Thaai Vazhthu
be sung at the beginning of official events. The state government officially
recognised it as state song on December 12, 2021, making it compulsory to
render this first in the sequence of songs to be played at official functions.
"This Assembly proudly records that Tamil is the ancient classical language
of the world and Tamil civilisation is one of the oldest cultural traditions in the
world. Tamil Thaai Vazhthu taken from the play 'Manonmaniam' written in
1891 by Manonmaniam Sundaranar, must be sung first at government func-
tions from November 23, 1970," the resolution stated.

The government has issued an order which has come into effect, it noted.
"It has been officially recognised as the state song from December 12, 2021
and it has been ordered that Tamil Thaai Vazhthu will be sung before the start
of the event at all educational institutions, universities, government offices,
public sector undertakings and other public organisations located in Tamil
Nadu," the resolution further said. Announcing that the resolution had been
passed unanimously, Speaker J C D Prabhakar informed the House that its
implementation required no permission from anyone. "This is an Assembly
resolution and the chief minister's voice represents the entire Tamil popula-
tion," the Speaker emphasised.

Porter Airlines Flight Can-
celled After Child Refuses to

Wear Seatbelt

Canada: A Porter Airlines flight was cancelled after
a child onboard reportedly refused to wear a seatbelt,
forcing the aircraft to return to the terminal on August
6. According to reports, a child was found standing on
a seat without a seatbelt after Porter Airlines flight
PD444 departed from Victoria International Airport for
Toronto. The child’s parent and cabin crew members
reportedly tried to secure the seatbelt, but their efforts
were unsuccessful.
The crew subsequently decided to remove the parent,
child and their baggage from the aircraft. The flight
returned to the terminal as a result. Passengers on the
flight were reportedly forced to spend the night in
Victoria after authorities had to refile the flight plan
and complete other paperwork. The process extended
beyond 12:30 a.m. local time, when the runway
closed for the night.

PM Meets CWG Medallists: Lauds Lovlina for Objecting to
Distorted India Map

New Delhi: Boxer Lovlina Borgohain got appreciation for objecting to a
distorted Indian flag, weightlifter Mirabai Chanu opened up about the "tur-
moil" of her last four years while some other Commonwealth Games medal-
lists took the opportunity to share jokes with Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who hosted them for an interaction here. The PM heard from the medallists
about their experiences building up to the Commonwealth Games and during
their stay in Glasgow during a meeting at his residence on Sunday. It was also
attended by Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State for Sports
Raksha Khadse and Indian Olympic Association (IOA) President P T Usha.

"Kya hua wo restaurant waale se jhagda kar rahi thi? (What happened,
you were fighting with that restaurant guy?)" Modi asked Lovlina, who won
the 75kg category silver, in the little over 10-minute video of the interaction
shared by his office on Monday. The Assam boxer laughed and replied, "We
had such a good performance and it was the last day of the Games. It was a
happy occasion sir, we were celebrating and I didn't like it when I saw the
distorted flag. I politely told them and they have made the changes also."

The PM, while applauding her, said it was a thoughtful gesture at a time
when she was just out to celebrate her triumph. India won 39 medals in the
truncated Games to finish fourth. The tally included 13 gold medals, seven of
them coming in boxing. "To be able to recognise the significance of that map
at a time when you were celebrating and the Games were over, I can tell you
truthfully, that video was not ordinary. It will be remembered by people for a
very long time," he told the Tokyo Olympics bronze-winner.

In his one-on-one chat with Mirabai, who won the 48kg category gold in
Glasgow with a Games record lift of 190kg, the PM asked about her break-
down on the podium. He also fed her a laddu during the interaction. Mirabai
said it was a moment of letting go emotions that she had been holding on for
the past four years. "Itne aansu tapak rahe the (So many tears were rolling
down)," Modi remarked. A clearly overwhelmed but smiling Mirabai re-
sponded, "I was very happy and emotional in that moment. I was crying be-
cause I missed a medal in Paris Olympics by one kilogram. I had faced a lotin
these last four years. I was battling injuries and some family problems too.

"There were lot of things. So, these four years were very tough for me.
And when I stood on the podium, our flag went up and the anthem played, it
was hard to stop myself," the diminutive Manipuri said without getting into
the specifics of her issues apart from injuries. Boxer Narender Berwal, who
won the +90kg gold, took the opportunity to share a funny comment that he

received from a Pakistani boxer after beating him in the Military World Games
of 2015. "During the 2015 World Military Games, I had a bout with a Paki-
stani boxer. I won it but when we were together in the medical room for treat-
ment to our niggles, he said to me 'Bhaijan aapka naam Narender hai, aapke
coach ka naam Narender hai, aapke Pradhan Mantri ka naam Narender hai,
mujhe Narender naam se nafrat ho gayi hai.' (Brother, you, your coach and
your PM are all named Narender. I hate this name now)," he recalled as Modi
laughed. On a more serious note, PM appreciated the efforts of the athletes
and called them an inspiration. "I have been in this house for 12-13 years now
and if there is one group that I have met regularly here, it is the athletes be-
cause of your efforts to win medals for India and your tradition of scaling new
heights. "Far more than our push to promote sports in schools, it is your med-
als that inspire people," he said. Modi also lauded boxer Jadumani Singh
(55kg), who reflected his win over a Pakistani boxer during the Games on
July 26, which is also celebrated as Vijay Diwas to commemorate India's vic-
tory over Pakistan in the 1999 Kargil War. "By dedicating your medal to the
Indian armed forces, you added glory to an already glorious moment. You
defeated the one who should have been defeated," Modi told Jadumani, who
is also serving in the Indian Army.

Roar of Asiatic Lion Is Roar of Bharat’s

Wild Heritage:

Amaravati: World Lion Day is observed every year on August 10 to raise
awareness about the conservation and protection of lions, including the Afri-
can and Asiatic lions, across the world. Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan appreciated Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union En-
vironment Minister Bhupender Yadav for their efforts towards strengthening
the long-term conservation of the Asiatic lion. In a message on X, he said,
“The roar of the Asiatic Lion is the roar of Bharat’s wild heritage.” He said the
significant increase in the Asiatic lion population from 411 in 2010 to 8§91 in
2025 reflects the sustained efforts of successive governments, forest depart-
ments, conservationists, wildlife experts, frontline teams and local communi-
ties. Lions Day 2026: The lion is an integral part of the popular culture of
several regions and is among the world’s most iconic and social big cats.
Once found across parts of Africa, Asia and Europe, lions are now restricted
to a much smaller range due to habitat loss and other threats.

Lions play a key role in maintaining the balance of ecosystems by regulat-
ing herbivore populations. They contribute to ecosystem health, support
biodiversity and influence natural interactions among species. The Asiatic
lion is a symbol of India’s rich wildlife heritage and represents pride, courage
and the country’s natural legacy. In India, Gir National Park and Wildlife
Sanctuary is the main stronghold of the Asiatic lion.

The Asiatic lion population has witnessed a significant increase over the

Pawan Kalyan
D6

WORLD

LION DAY 2

Celebrating the Majesty of
the Asiatic Lion

years, rising from around 20 lions in the early 20th century to 891 lions as per
the 2025 census. The Government of India has undertaken several conserva-
tion initiatives, including Project Lion, launched in 2020, along with efforts
to expand the lion’s habitat and develop alternative habitats such as the Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary. These measures have contributed significantly to the pro-
tection and growth of the Asiatic lion population.

Telangana Govt's Varuna Yagam Seeking
Bountiful Rains Begins at Nagarjuna Sagar

Hyderabad: Telangana Irrigation Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy and his
wife N Padmavathi, who is an MLLA, on Monday took part in a 'Varuna Yagam'
in Nalgonda district, being conducted by the state government seeking boun-
tiful rains during the current monsoon season. The yagam (ritual worship of
Lord Varuna) is held at Nagarjuna Sagar on the banks of Krishna river. Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy will attend the 'purnahuti' (concluding ceremony)
of the yagam in the evening.

As many as 108 'Ritwiks' (priests) are performing the yagam for which 11
'Homa Kundams' (sacrificial fire pits) have been set up. The ritual is being
performed by the priests and Vedic scholars of the famous Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple at Yadagirigutta seeking abundant rains and that
the reservoirs in Krishna and Godavari river basins are filled. A release from
the Irrigation Minister's office on Sunday said, halfway through the southwest
monsoon and already into the second week of August, Telangana's two major
rivers - Krishna and the Godavari - are still waiting for inflows that will ensure
adequate water availablility in the reservoirs and irrigation systems.

Nagarjuna Sagar currently has only 145.65 TMC against its gross storage
capacity of 312.045 TMC. Its water level was around 518 feet, compared
with a Full Reservoir Level of 590 feet. On August 9 last year, Nagarjuna
Sagar had approximately 310.25 TMC, with the reservoir level at around 589.40
feet - virtually at Full Reservoir Level. On the corresponding day this year, it

has less than half that storage, it said.

An expert committee appointed by the Telangana government on the im-
pact El Nino on July 30 suggested providing subsidy on drip and sprinkler
irrigation systems and promoting drought-tolerant crops during the current
Kharif season, among others, to minimise adverse impact of El Nino and defi-
cit rainfall. Responding to the government's decision to perform the yagam,
BRS Working President K T Rama Rao has said there is nothing wrong in
conducting it, but the government should take concrete steps to provide relief
to the farmers.

Ambassador Kwatra Dispels Myths Around FCRA Bill, Asset Takeover Fears

New Delhi: Amid intense political debate over the proposed Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, India's Ambassador to the United States Vinay
Kwatra has moved to dispel "myths" regarding the takeover of NGO assets and allega-
tions of religious targeting, placing protection mechanisms for charities and places of
worship at the forefront of the government's stance. The FCRA Bill 2026 was reintro-
duced in the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon Session. The Bill seeks to amend the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, with the stated objective of enhancing
transparency and accountability in the regulation of foreign contributions. On con-
cerns regarding the potential seizure of NGO assets, including places of worship,
hospitals, and educational institutions, Kwatra clarified that statutory provisions gov-
erning asset custody following registration cancellation or surrender have been in
place since 2010 and are not new. "When a registration is cancelled or surrendered,
foreign contributions and the assets created from them already vest in a State Govern-
ment authority. This has been in force since 2010. It is not new," Kwatra stated. "What

the 2026 Bill adds is a designated authority to safeguard those assets -- and a way
back. If the organisation restores its registration, all assets and unused funds are re-
turned in full," he wrote on X. He further underscored specific statutory safeguards
designed to protect religious properties and ensure continuity of worship across faiths.
"Places of worship carry their own protection. Where a cancelled association has cre-
ated property connected to a place of worship, that property goes to another FCRA-
registered association of the same faith to ensure continuity of worship," he added.
Directly responding to assertions that the legislation targets specific religious groups
or minority charities, the Ambassador maintained that the legal framework operates
on absolute religious neutrality. "Nothing could be farther from it. The Act applies
uniformly to all organisations regardless of religion, community or ideology," Kwatra
noted, clarifying that faith-based welfare activities, including religious education,
maintenance of places of worship, and charitable work by organisations of every faith,
continue to be eligible for foreign funding.
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