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Look What's Affected
By Climate Change,
' Global Warming

Ooty: Come Wednesday August 12, the world will observe World Elephant
Day to garner support to conserve elephants, the gentle giants whose connec-
tion with the human race from ancient times is well known. Elephant is not
only majestic but it symbolises power, intelligence, wisdom and social bond-
ing. The presence of elephant brigades in the ancient kingdoms would reveal
its close connectivity with the human race.

Sadly, due to various reasons, ecological issues, habitat loss and anthro-
pological pressures, elephants are now forced to live within the existing forest
limits, though a comparatively smaller space, to thrive, to carry on their
biodiversity duty and sustain the survival of its species. Though elephant con-
servation is being done in a laudable way nowadays as the present human race
has realised the need to conserve elephants, in the present decade, the ques-
tion being asked is whether global warming and climate change will impact
the elephant population and its survival? Or will it distress the psychology of
the jumbos that will force them to find ways and means to look for avenues for
survival that may lead to human-elephant conflict in new areas?

For this, Dr. B. Ramakrishnan, head of the Department of Wildlife Biol-
ogy at the Government Arts College here, who is also the member of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature Species Survival IUCN/SSC)
Commission Asian Elephant Specialist Group, said global warming and cli-
mate change factor already appear to have traumatised the wild jumbos to a
certain extent as the recent incidents of untimely migration, movement of wild
jumbos into newer areas along the jungle peripheries and emerging human-
elephant conflict vindicate.

“The major impact of global warming and climate change factors are the
temperature extremities and heavy rainfall in a short time, disturbance to the
uniformity in rainfall pattern in different seasons and prolonging drying weather.
As the elephants feed mostly on well-grown, fresh grass, as it would supply
essential nutrition to the jumbos, the disturbances in rainfall pattern and miss-
ing uniformity in rainfall in a given area ultimately affects the growth of the
grass, besides the availability of water inside the woods. When the availabil-
ity of palatable food is missing in the given patch of forest, the elephant herd
will try to move to areas where palatable food and water are available,” he
explained.

“In a way, this will make the elephants stray into human habitations as
elephant palatable crops in the farmlands will charm the jumbos to newer
avenues. This will often result in the jumbos turning crop-raiders and ulti-
mately leading to human-elephant conflict issues that make conservation task
more challenging. In fact, the climate change factor is the reason why there is
early migration of elephants as in recent times it was noticed that jumbos from
Mudumalai jungles in the Nilgiris landed in the Thengumarahada limits, near
Bhavanisagar, in early December, though usually jumbos migrate to
Thengumarahada jungles in February,” he pointed out. It is a fact that the
climate change factor has begun to impact the routine lifestyle of the wild
elephants. A lot of studies need to be done to address the issue and draw new
era conservation plans to conserve the elephants in the backdrop of global
warming and climate change, he added.

TAF Wing Com-
mander Arrested for
Allegedly Leaking
Defence Information

New Delhi: Indian Air Force officials said that a Wing Commander of the Force
had been arrested for allegedly being "honey-trapped" through social media by Paki-
stani intelligence operatives. Officials say the officer was under active surveillance
and has now been handed over to the law enforcement agencies. The Indian Air Force
reaffirmed its zero tolerance for such offences under the Official Secrets Act. [AF
officials said, "He was under active surveillance and was handed over to the suitable
law enforcement agencies. Due to proactive measures, he was caught. The IAF has
zero tolerance for such activities." According to Delhi Police sources, the Wing Com-
mander of the Indian Air Force was arrested for allegedly leaking sensitive defence-
related information and is currently in judicial custody. The officer has been booked
under provisions of the Official Secrets Act for allegedly sharing classified informa-
tion and confidential documents related to defence. According to sources, the IAF
officer allegedly fell victim to a honey trap orchestrated by Pakistani intelligence op-
eratives. He is also accused of installing data-stealing software on a colleague's mo-
bile phone in an alleged attempt to gain control of the device. The officer was arrested
after the IAF intelligence wing shared specific inputs related to the case with Delhi
Police, sources said. Further investigation is underway.

According to sources, the IAF officer allegedly fell victim to a honey trap orches-
trated by Pakistani intelligence operatives. He is also accused of installing data-steal-
ing software on a colleague's mobile phone in an alleged attempt to gain control of the
device. The officer was arrested after the IAF intelligence wing shared specific inputs
related to the case with Delhi Police, sources said. Further investigation is underway.
Last year, a resident of Alwar was arrested for allegedly spying for Pakistan's intelli-
gence agency ISI, police said. Rajasthan Police stated that a surveillance operation
was being carried out post Operation Sindoor in the state. During a surveillance op-
eration in the cantonment area of Alwar, the activities of Mangat Singh were found to
be suspicious. The accused was allegedly honey-trapped by a female Pakistani han-
dler posing under the pseudonym Isha Sharma, who offered her money in exchange
for cooperation, police said. He was in touch with Pakistani handlers for the past two
years through social media platforms, they added.

Amarnath Yatra Suspended from

Jammu Amid Inclement Weather

Jammu: The Amarnath Yatra was suspended from Jammu on Saturday amid inclement weather, a forecast of heavy rain over the
next few days and a decline in pilgrim arrivals, officials said. No fresh batch of pilgrims was allowed to leave the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp for the Kashmir Valley this morning, they said. Officials said the administration is monitoring the situation and will
review the movement of pilgrims based on the weather and the condition of the Jammu-Srinagar national highway, the only all-
weather road linking Kashmir with the rest of the country. More than 4.75 lakh pilgrims have so far visited the 3,880-metre-high
holy cave shrine of Amarnath in the Kashmir Himalayas since the Yatra began on July 3. The 57-day pilgrimage is scheduled to
conclude on August 28, coinciding with Raksha Bandhan. According to an advisory issued by the local Meteorological Department,
heavy to very heavy rain is likely at isolated places in the Jammu region, with the possibility of flash floods and landslides till
August 11. Despite light to moderate rain early Saturday morning, traffic on Jammu-Srinagar national highway was plying smoothly,
officials said.

J&K Police Raid Multiple Valley
Lctions n Terror Crac}&down
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Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir Police counter-intelligence wing raided five districts in the valley on Saturday to crack
down on suspected terror-related activities, online misuse and alleged radicalisation networks, officials said. Officials said the
raids in Kupwara, Baramulla, Anantnag, Shopian and Bandipora were carried out in connection with FIR number 03/2023 regis-
tered at Police Station CIK, Srinagar, under Sections 505 and 153-A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and Sections 13 and 18 of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. They said electronic devices and other incriminating material were recovered and seized
during the searches, which will be sent for forensic examination to further the investigation.

US Senate Clears Russia Sanctions Bill, Eyes 100% Tariffs on India

Washington: The US Senate voted overwhelmingly to approve a bill to punish Russia and key buyers of its petroleum
products, such as China and India, claiming that such trade helps fuel the Ukraine war. The bill, renamed the Lindsey O.
Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act of 2026, was approved by the Senate by an 86-11 vote. It allows President
Donald Trump to impose 100 per cent tariffs on goods from countries that are top five importers of Russian oil and gas.
At present China, India, Azerbaijan, Hungary and Slovakia are top five importers of oil and gas from Russia. In addition
to Russia sanctions, the bill would extend till 2031 the expiration date of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996, which penalises
companies that invest in Iran's energy sector. The bipartisan bill was championed by Republican senator Lindsey Gra-
ham, who passed away on July 11, and Democrat Richard Blumenthal. After Graham's sudden death following a trip to
Kyiv, leaders across the aisle moved with renewed vigour to ensure passage of the bill and honour the late Senator's
legacy as an ally of Ukraine. "This bill forces those primary countries keeping Russia's economy afloat to make a simple
yet critical choice — a choice between doing business with America or buying cheap Russian energy," said Darline
Graham, the late senator's sister who was appointed to his seat after his death.
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