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Assam Flood Crisis Deepens; Toll

=

Reaches 95, 1.6 L

akh Afc;te;ad

Guwahati: The flood situation in Assam deteriorated on Wednesday with
the toll in this year's deluge rising to 95 with six more deaths, and the number
of affected increasing to 1.6 lakh across 14 districts, an official bulletin
said.According to the Assam State Disaster Management Authority (ASDMA)
bulletin issued this evening, six persons have lost their lives in the deluge in
the last 24 hours. Two persons each drowned in floodwaters in Sivasagar and
Biswanath districts, while one each died in Golaghat and Morigaon, it added.

With these fatalities, the total number of deaths in this year's floods has
increased to 95. According to the authority's daily flood report, more than
1,60,600 people remained affected in Biswanath, Charaideo, Darrang, Dhemaji,
Golaghat, Jorhat, Kamrup Metropolitan, Karbi Anglong, Lakhimpur, Nagaon,
Sivasagar, Sonitpur, Tinsukia and Udalguri districts. Sivasagar was the worst-
hit with over 57,000 people affected, followed by Golaghat (34,000) and Jorhat

(25,000). The flood situation has worsened since Tuesday, when more than
1.22 lakh people were affected across five districts. The ASDMA said the
administration has been operating 105 relief camps and relief distribution cen-
tres in six districts, taking care of 44,523 affected people at present. The au-
thority has distributed 528.44 quintals of rice, 126.72 quintals of dal, 73.21
quintals of salt and 2,519.64 litres of mustard oil among the flood victims of
the state during the last 24 hours.At present, 563 villages are under water and
16,951.76 hectares of crop areas have been damaged across Assam, the
ASDMA said. Embankments, roads, bridges and other infrastructure have been
damaged by floodwaters in different districts of the state. At present, Dhansiri
was flowing above the danger level at Numaligarh. On account of widespread
flooding, 35,025 domestic animals and poultry have been affected across the
state, while 8,529 more washed away.

Russian Barrage in Kyiv Region Kills
17 as Air Defenses Fall Short

KYIV: Russian attacks on Kyiv and its surrounding region killed 17 people and
wounded dozens, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Wednesday, as Ukraine’s de-
pleted air defenses failed to stop any of Moscow’s incoming missiles overnight. The
barrage, which lasted about two hours, was the latest in a series of large-scale Russian
missile strikes that have become almost routine this summer. Moscow is exploiting
Ukraine’s critical shortage of interceptors for the U.S.-made Patriot systems, the sole
air defense weapon in its arsenal able to shoot down ballistic missiles.

Zelenskyy has pleaded with other countries, especially the U.S., to send more of
the ammunition made scarcer by the Iran war. Failing that, he wants to make Patriot
ammunition in Ukraine or win permission from Elon Musk to use his Starlink satellite
communications system to guide strikes inside Russia that can hit its missile launch-
ers. It's unclear how many interceptors Ukraine has left. Zelenskyy said after a Rus-
sian attack Friday night that air defenses shot down only one ballistic missile “solely
because there are no missiles for the Patriots.” Supplies of defensive missiles for
Ukraine in the first half of this year fell to one-third of the 2025 level, Zelenskyy said.
“Ballistic interceptors are what could have saved the lives of those killed today,”
Zelenskyy said Wednesday on social media. “It is very important for our partners to
understand that delays in supplying them, or a reluctance to hand over anti-ballistic
systems, lead directly to such horrific casualties and destruction.” The targets hit in
the barrage included a brewery, a warehouse for construction material, and a mail
sorting office that had nothing to do with the war, Zelenskyy said. But Russia's De-
fense Ministry said the businesses had military ties.

Thursday was set as an official day of mourning for the 17 people killed, said
Tymur Tkachenko, head of Kyiv's regional military administration. In addition to the
dead, at least 44 people were injured. Ukraine retaliates with long-range drones With
U.S.-led peace efforts apparently stalled , Ukraine has stepped up its deep strikes on
key Russian targets such as oil refineries to try to compel Russian President Vladimir
Putin to negotiate. Zelenskyy has accepted an unconditional ceasefire demanded by
U.S. President Donald Trump but Putin has refused.

In its latest attack on facilities for Russia’s biggest online retailer Wildberries,
Ukrainian drones hit a warehouse in the Tula region south of Moscow, the company
and the region’s governor said. Ukraine has struck over a dozen Wildberries facilities
in under three weeks, saying the company provides goods that can be used by the
military. Kyiv is also keen to unsettle the Russian public with high-profile attacks.
The Russian Defense Ministry said its forces downed 475 Ukrainian drones overnight
over 16 Russian regions, as well as in illegally annexed Crimea and the waters of the
Sea of Azov and the Black Sea. Russia says it struck war-related targets Russia fired
24 ballistic missiles, four other missiles identified as either hypersonic Zircon or su-
personic Onik cruise missiles, and 115 drones, many of them jet-powered and harder

to stop due to their speed, Ukrainian authorities said. The Russian Defense Ministry
said it struck transport, logistics and distribution centers involved in war-related ac-
tivity, four of which were in Kyiv. “The enemy is attacking everything indiscrimi-
nately — retail warehouses, food storage facilities, logistics hubs, enterprises, build-
ing materials warehouses,” Zelenskyy adviser Serhii Beskrestnov, said on Facebook.
It was not immediately possible to independently reconcile the different Russian and
Ukrainian accounts of the military value of the targets. Kyiv warehouse worker
Mykhailo Hukov said an air raid warning that included a ballistic missile threat sounded
just after midnight. “So everyone started running,” he told The Associated Press. “I
turned everyone around so they wouldn’t go back inside for their backpacks.” In an
underground shelter minutes later, they heard “very loud explosions.” Ukraine’s larg-
est private postal operator, Nova Poshta, said a Russian cluster munition destroyed
one of its sorting centers in Kyiv. The Russian Defense Ministry said the center was
“storing and distributing dual-use goods, including those used in the production of
long- and medium-range uncrewed aerial vehicles, as well as robotic systems and
electronic warfare systems.” It claimed that two other logistics centers in the Kyiv
region stored drones or components for drones. Separately, Russia said its forces hit
three bulk carriers on the Black Sea south of Odesa that it claimed were transporting
Ukrainian weapons and military equipment. Ukrainian officials didn't comment on
that claim. Truck drivers make a narrow escape Ivan Braga, a 46-year-old truck driver
from Moldova who was in Kyiv during the attack, said he and a colleague ran from
their vehicle when it was struck by shrapnel in a blast wave. “We didn’t even have
time to grab our documents or anything else,” Braga told AP. “I couldn’t believe it. I'd
already been in Kyiv and had heard explosions before, but nothing like today.” One of
the companies that came under heavy fire was Epicentr, one of Ukraine’s largest retail
and construction chains. It said in a statement on Facebook that “in minutes, Russian
missiles destroyed what the company had built over decades.” One employee was
killed and three others were wounded. According to the Russian Defense Ministry, the
Epicenter logistics center handled order processing, sorting, storing, and delivery of
dual-use goods and components for drone production. Russian drone factory chief
badly hurt in a car blast The director of a factory that makes drones for the Russian
military was seriously injured when his car exploded in the Ural Mountains city of
Yekaterinburg, news reports said Wednesday. Vladimir Tkachuk was hospitalized af-
ter the explosion late Tuesday just outside the city 1,400 kilometers (about 870 miles)
east of Moscow, the state Tass and RIA Novosti agencies said. His factory,
Uraldronzavod, manufactured the Upyr, a cheap and simple drone that was popular
with troops for the protection it offers against jamming. Russian officials made no
comment, but authorities previously have blamed Ukraine for a string of bombings
and other attacks targeting military officials.

Police Recover 110 Lost,
Stolen Mobile Phones In
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As Preferred Source Bhubaneswar: In a major relief for mobile phone
users, Odisha Police recovered 110 lost and stolen mobile phones during a
month-long special drive in Koraput district and returned them to their right-
ful owners on Wednesday. The special operation was carried out by four po-
lice stations under the Jeypore Sub-Division following complaints lodged by
victims regarding missing and stolen mobile phones. Through sustained in-
vestigation and technical tracking, police traced the devices from different
locations and recovered them before handing them back to their owners.

According to police officials, Jeypore Police Station recovered the high-
est number of devices, accounting for 50 mobile phones, while Borigumma
Police Station recovered 25. The remaining 35 mobile phones were recovered
by the other police stations under the Jeypore Sub-Division. Jeypore Sub-
Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) Archita Mittal said the recoveries were made
with the help of the Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) portal, a
centralised platform developed to trace and block lost or stolen mobile phones.

“Whenever a person's mobile phone is lost or stolen, they can register the
complaint on the CEIR portal by providing the required details. If a new SIM
card is activated in the stolen handset, the system generates an alert, enabling
us to trace the device. Using this technology, we successfully tracked and
recovered the mobile phones before returning them to their rightful owners,”
she said. Police urged citizens to promptly report lost or stolen mobile phones
through the CEIR portal, noting that timely registration significantly improves
the chances of recovery. The owners of the recovered mobile phones expressed
gratitude to the police for their efforts, saying they were delighted to get their
devices back after losing hope of recovering them.

Oppn to Step Up Protest
Over Ram Mandir Row,

Student Crackdown

’

’ i_l \ rd

New Delhi: The Opposition will continue its protest and intensify its attack on the
Centre in Parliament on Thursday over its demands regarding the alleged Ram Mandir
donation embezzlement case and the police action against students during the July 20
protest at Jantar Mantar. Opposition parties have been protesting over both issues
since the beginning of the Monsoon session. The Ram Mandir controversy relates to
allegations of financial embezzlement involving donation funds, while the Opposi-
tion has also sought accountability over the police action during the student protest.
Congress MP Manickam Tagore submitted an adjournment motion notice in the Lok
Sabha, seeking suspension of the day's business to discuss the police response to the
student protest. He also demanded a statement from Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on the incident. In his notice to the Lok Sabha Secretary-General, Tagore said the
issue was of "definite and urgent public importance" and required an immediate dis-
cussion.

He alleged that lathi charges, pellet guns, tear gas and water cannons were used
against protesting students, including women, resulting in injuries and raising serious
public concern. The Congress MP sought clarification on who authorised the police
action, whether it complied with legal procedures and constitutional safeguards, and
under what circumstances crowd-control measures were used. The notice also sought
details on the number of students, including women, who were injured, detained or
arrested, and asked whether complaints of police misconduct or excessive force had
been received and acted upon.

Tagore further demanded an independent, impartial and time-bound judicial in-
quiry into the incident. He also sought details of FIRs registered against students, the
charges invoked and the reasons for initiating criminal proceedings. He urged the
government to withdraw all FIRs against students and assure Parliament that peaceful
protests and democratic dissent would not be met with police action or criminal pros-
ecution.

he Congress MP also asked whether the government planned to engage with stu-
dents through dialogue instead of coercive measures. Tagore further sought a state-
ment from Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressing regret and apologising to stu-
dents if any inquiry established that excessive or unjustified force had been used against
peaceful protesters. He said the incident raised serious concerns about constitutional
rights, including freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, protection of civil liberties
and public confidence in law enforcement, and urged an immediate discussion in
Parliament.
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