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Odisha Upgrades ODRAF  Heavy Rains Continue to Lash Kerala,

into State Disaster Response
Force, Adds 10 New Units

Bhubaneswar: In a major move to further strengthen its disaster manage-
ment architecture, the Odisha government has decided to upgrade the Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force (ODRAF) into the State Disaster Response Force
(SDREF), reinforcing the state's preparedness to tackle natural calamities and
other emergencies. The decision was taken on Tuesday at a high-level review
meeting on disaster preparedness and management, chaired by Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister Suresh Pujari. Senior officials of the depart-
ment, disaster management authorities and other stakeholders participated in
the meeting, where the state's preparedness for the upcoming disaster seasons
and long-term capacity-building measures were reviewed. With this decision,
the specialised ODRAF will be officially redesignated as the State Disaster
Response Force and will operate under a revised institutional framework with
expanded responsibilities, improved operational capabilities and enhanced
deployment mechanisms. To facilitate the transition, the government will for-
mulate a comprehensive Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) outlining the
force's command structure, deployment protocols, coordination with district
administrations and emergency response agencies, as well as its role in res-
cue, relief and post-disaster operations.

As part of the expansion, the government has approved the creation of 10
additional SDRF units, increasing the total strength from 20 to 30 units across
the state. The expansion is aimed at ensuring quicker mobilisation of person-
nel and equipment, particularly in disaster-prone coastal, riverine and interior
districts. The state also plans to significantly augment the force's manpower,
modern rescue equipment, communication systems, transport facilities and
specialised training. The enhanced force will be equipped to respond more
effectively to cyclones, floods, lightning incidents, landslides, earthquakes,
industrial accidents and other emergencies. Officials said the move is intended
to align Odisha's disaster response mechanism more closely with national di-
saster management standards while building a stronger state-level institutional
framework capable of addressing increasingly complex climate-related disas-
ters. Odisha is widely regarded as one of India's leading states in disaster
preparedness and emergency response. Over the past two decades, it has earned
national and international recognition for its efficient handling of severe cy-
clones, including large-scale evacuations, early warning dissemination and
community-based disaster preparedness initiatives that have substantially re-
duced casualties. The conversion of ODRAF into the State Disaster Response
Force is expected to further enhance the state's disaster resilience by enabling
faster response, improved inter-agency coordination and better utilisation of
resources during emergencies.

Nitish Meets Modi After BJP
Defeat in Bankipur Poll

New Delhi:JD(U) chief and former chief minister Nitish Kumar met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday at his office in the Parliament House complex, which
he described as a “courtesy call”. The meeting comes a day after the BJP faced an
embarrassing defeat in Bihar’s Bankipur bypoll, where Jan Suraaj Party (JSP) founder
Prashant Kishor, in his electoral debut, defeated the BJP in its stronghold by more
than 18,000 votes. The NDA described the Bankipur Assembly bypoll results as "con-
trary to expectations"; the BJP ordered a review.

"Rajya Sabha MP Shri @NitishKumar Ji met PM @narendramodi earlier today,"
the Prime Minister's Office said in a post on X. The chief said he paid a courtesy call
on the Prime Minister. Kumar, a Rajya Sabha MP, was accompanied by JD(U) leaders
and Union minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh and Rajya Sabha MP and national working
president Sanjay Kumar Jha during his meeting with the Prime Minister. While the
BJP’s top brass has sought a detailed report regarding the debacle from its Bihar unit,
there is rumbling in the party after the bypoll loss. Some in the BJP are blaming
"complacency"; others are citing "arrogance" among the state leaders as the reason
behind the breach of the party's "bastion". There is also a view within the party that the
election managers “did not take the bypoll seriously.” The Bankipur byelection was
the first major test for the saffron party after it got its first chief minister in Bihar,
where Kumar was at the helm for over two decades. A section within the BJP feels that
the leadership’s “choice of its first CM” to succeed Kumar was also one of the reasons
for the loss. A section within the BJP also sees the mandate as a disapproval of CM
Samrat Choudhary's leadership. Choudhary succeeded Kumar in April after the former
was nominated to the Upper House of Parliament. JD(U) MLA and strongman Anant
Singh blamed the leadership change for the loss and maintained that result could have
been different if Kumar had remained the chief minister. After the bypoll defeat, ques-
tions are also being raised over the candidate selection by the party leadership in a
constituency with a sizeable youth vote. BJP had fielded Neeraj Kumar Sinha after its
earlier candidate Abhishek Kumar withdrew from the electoral battle a day after the
party announced his candidature. This also boosted Kishor’s chances as the JSP made
it their campaigning issue.

More People
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Thiruvananthapuram: Heavy rains continued to batter several parts of
Kerala on Wednesday, causing widespread waterlogging and inundation of
roads. More relief camps have been opened and people from low-lying areas
were evacuated, authorities said. The southern districts of Pathanamthitta,
Alappuzha and Kottayam continued to bear the brunt of the rain fury, with
incessant showers and overcast skies disrupting normal life. People, includ-
ing the elderly, women and children, were seen wading through knee-deep
water in several inundated areas of these districts. As floodwaters were yet to
recede from most low-lying areas and many houses remained waterlogged,
more residents continued to be shifted to relief camps. Local authorities said
additional relief camps have been opened to accommodate those evacuated as
the downpour persisted.

Several parts of northern districts, including high range areas of Kozhikode
and Kannur also received widespread rains. The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) forecast heavy rainfall accompanied by surface wind speeds
of up to 40 kmph at isolated places in Alappuzha and Kottayam districts dur-
ing the morning hours. Moderate rainfall accompanied by winds reaching up
to 40 kmph was also likely at isolated places in Kollam, Pathanamthitta, Idukki
and Ernakulam during the same period, it said. According to the IMD, Panathur
in Kasaragod district recorded the highest rainfall in the state between 3 am
on August 4 and midnight on August 5, receiving 84 mm of rain, while
Cheruvanchery in Kannur district received 61 mm during the same period.
The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) warned
of rough sea conditions and high waves ranging from 1.1 to 1.4 metres along
the coasts of Thiruvananthapuram (Kappil to Pozhiyoor), Kollam (Alappad

Opposition
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Parliament witnessed repeated disruptions on Wednesday as
Opposition MPs protested against Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, forcing the Lok Sabha to adjourn till 2 pm and the Rajya
Sabha till 12 noon. Ahead of the proceedings, Opposition lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and other INDIA bloc MPs, marched from the
Gandhi statue at Prerna Sthal to Makar Dwar within the Parlia-
ment complex. They raised slogans over the alleged police ac-
tion against CJP protesters on July 20, the alleged embezzle-
ment of Ayodhya Ram Temple donations, and other issues, in-
cluding police action against students.

Despite the disruptions, the Lok Sabha's revised agenda in-
cludes The Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026 and The Taxa-

Shifte
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Protest Disrpts Priaent; LS, RS Adjourned

d to Relief Cam

N

to Edava) and Alappuzha (Chellanam to Azhikkal Jetty) from 5.30 am on
Wednesday till 11.30 pm on Thursday due to the 'Kallakkadal' phenomenon.

It also forecast waves of 1.2 to 1.6 metres along the Kanyakumari coast till
2.30 pm on Thursday. In view of the alert, the Kerala Disaster Management
Authority (KSDMA) advised fishermen and coastal residents to remain vigi-
lant, avoid beaches and all tourism-related activities there until the INCOIS
warning is withdrawn, and exercise caution against possible coastal erosion.
As the rain continues, the KSDMA urged people living in landslide, mudslide
and flash flood-prone hilly regions to shift to safer locations during daytime
itself. It also advised residents of low-lying areas that are prone to flooding to
move to relief camps after assessing the local situation. People were advised
against crossing or entering rivers and other waterbodies for bathing, fishing
or any other purpose during the heavy rains. The authority urged the public to
avoid all non-essential travel during periods of intense rainfall and refrain
from visiting waterfalls, reservoirs and hilly tourist destinations until the
weather warning is withdrawn. It also advised motorists to exercise caution
while travelling along roads near waterbodies and stretches undergoing repair
work, warning of an increased risk of road accidents during heavy rain. People
were also advised against gathering on bridges over rivers or waterbodies for
sightseeing or taking selfies, while night travel to hilly regions should be com-
pletely avoided. The authority warned of accidents caused by uprooted trees
and damaged electric posts due to strong winds. Meanwhile, educational in-
stitutions in 10 districts -- Idukki, Kottayam, Pathanamthitta, Kasaragod,
Alappuzha, Wayanad, Kannur, Kozhikode, Ernakulam, and Thrissur -- re-
mained closed on Wednesday following the heavy rainfall.

| - Rt i .
tion and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 for consideration
and passing. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
move both Bills, along with amendments related to banking evi-
dence, taxation and payment systems. The House is also sched-
uled to consider a statutory resolution moved by NK
Premachandran and Sougata Ray seeking disapproval of the In-
come-tax (Amendment) Ordinance, 2026. Congress MPs Manish
Tewari and Manickam Tagore have submitted adjournment mo-
tions seeking discussions on a new anti-defection law and the
alleged police action during the July 20 student protest at Jantar
Mantar. Tagore has also demanded a statement from Amit Shah,
a judicial inquiry into the incident, and withdrawal of FIRs reg-
istered against students.
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