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Odisha Announces Rs
110 Crore Flood Relief
Package

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government on Monday announced an initial
relief package of Rs 110 crore for families affected by the recent floods, with
Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi directing district administrations to en-
sure the speedy disbursement of assistance to those who have suffered losses.
The package will provide immediate support for flood victims, including com-
pensation for damaged houses, crop losses, and livestock deaths. The announce-
ment comes at a time when thousands of families across several districts are
struggling to rebuild their lives after swollen rivers inundated villages, de-
stroyed standing crops, and disrupted livelihoods. “Relief should reach the
affected people without any delay,” Mr Majhi told officials while reviewing
the flood situation. He directed field-level officials to expedite the assessment
of damages and extend assistance to eligible beneficiaries on a priority basis.
The state government had earlier released Rs 26 crore during the peak of the
flood crisis for rescue and relief operations. The funds were utilised for evacu-
ation, temporary shelter arrangements, food distribution, and emergency as-
sistance to displaced families.

Officials said the Rs 110 crore package is only an initial measure, and a
comprehensive assessment of losses is underway across the affected districts.
Additional financial assistance will be provided after the completion of the
survey, based on the extent of damage suffered by individuals and communi-
ties. Meanwhile, the flood situation in Odisha showed signs of improvement
on Monday, with water levels in major rivers gradually receding. The Water
Resources Department closed four more sluice gates of the Hirakud Dam,
bringing the number of open gates down to 13 as inflows into the reservoir
declined.

“Water levels in most rivers are receding, and the flood situation has im-
proved considerably,” Mr Raut said, adding that some low-lying areas re-
mained waterlogged and vulnerable locations were under close watch. The
Mahanadi river system, which bore the brunt of the recent flooding, continues
to be monitored closely by authorities. District administrations have been asked
to maintain vigilance until complete normalcy is restored. The regulated re-
lease of water from the Hirakud Dam is aimed at balancing reservoir safety
with downstream flood management. The gradual closure of the gates marks a
significant easing of pressure on the state's flood control machinery after days
of intense rainfall and widespread inundation.

Congress Holds Protest Against
Gadkari Over E20 Fuel Row,
Demands His Resignation

Mumbai: Maharashtra Youth Congress on Monday held a protest march in
Nagpur against the central government’s E20 ethanol-blended petrol policy.
They also tried to gherao the residence of Union Minister Nitin Gadkari, but
were stopped by the police. State Congress president Harshwardhan Sapkal
termed the E-20 petrol policy a “major scam” and demanded Mr. Gadkari’s
resignation. Chanting slogans against the viability of E20 fuel, Youth Con-
gress activists marched from Mahal's Chitnivis Park Square to Union Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari’s private residence nearby. Police set up barricades and de-
ployed heavy security along the route, halting demonstrators as they attempted
to scale the barriers. Maharashtra Congress president Sapkal also alleged a
major financial scam in the implementation of the E-20 ethanol-blended petrol
policy. Targeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Mr. Gadkari, and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, the Congress leader demanded an apol-
ogy from the PM and removal of Mr. Gadkari from the Union cabinet. “The
rollout of E-20 fuel was advanced prematurely from its original target year of
2030 to benefit select individuals linked to the administration. Vehicle owners
across the country are facing widespread mechanical issues and breakdowns
due to poor fuel quality. Water is being mixed into petrol instead of ethanol,”
Mr Sapkal said. Alleging the involvement of middlemen in the”scam”, the
Congress leader promised that further details would surface soon. Turning to
state political developments, the Congress leader claimed that plans are un-
derway to relocate Chief Minister Fadnavis to a central role in Delhi, poten-
tially as the Union Education Minister. Mr. Sapkal alleged that this move is
aimed at advancing the agenda of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
regarding educational policy and constitutional changes. He also claimed that
internal friction within the ruling Mahayuti coalition is working to diminish
Mr. Fadnavis’s influence in Maharashtra.

Ethiopia Landslide Kills 14 at Monastery
Ritual, Search Continues for Missipg

Addis Ababa: A landslide on Monday
triggered by heavy rainfall in Ethiopia's
Ambhara region killed 14 people and in-
jured seven others, while an unknown num-
ber of people remain unaccounted for as
search and rescue efforts continue. The
landslide occurred at Tsadqane Debre
Mitmaq St. Mary Monastery, where hun-
dreds of worshippers had gathered for a “,
holy water cleansing ritual that is popular
among people seeking spiritual healing for
chronic illnesses.

"The disaster occurred at approxi-
mately 7 am, and many of those who died =~
had gathered to receive the holy water,"
Megabe Hadis Neka Tibeb Ababu, the
diocese's general manager, told The Asso-
ciated Press. He said an unknown number |5
of people are still believed to be trapped |
beneath the debris. "Of the dead, 11 have
already been buried at the monastery, while
the remains of the others were sent to their
hometowns," he said, adding that it re-
mained difficult to identify some of the
victims.

L
s

ot

Those who sustained serious injuries were - taken to Debre Birhan, the capltal of North Shewa Admlmstratlve Zone, about 70 kilometres (43 mlles) from the

monastery. The landslide occurred near a mountain, where massive rocks broke loose and crashed onto the worshippers, worsening the disaster. A team of
experts from the local disaster prevention office has been deployed to assist search and rescue operations, the local administration's communications office
said in a statement. Mudslides and flooding caused by heavy rainfall have become increasingly common in Ethiopia, particularly during the rainy season,
locally known as Kiremt, which typically runs from June to September. In July 2024, a deadly mudslide triggered by heavy rains killed at least 257 people in
southern Ethiopia. Earlier this year, more than 100 people also died in a similar mudslide in Gamo, in southern Ethiopia. The Horn of Africa nation has been
increasingly affected by extreme weather events linked to climate change. Poor infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, has left many communities highly
vulnerable to flooding, landslides and recurring droughts, with limited capacity to respond to such disasters.

BJP Chief Nabin Promises Review of
Banklpur, Datla Bypoll Results

= e

New Delhi: BJP president Nitin Nabin accepted the people's
mandate in three assembly bypolls, saying the party will conduct
a "thorough introspection" of the election results in Bankipur
and Datia seats in Bihar and Madhya Pradesh respectively and
work tirelessly to further strengthen their trust with renewed en-
ergy. This came after the BJP faced embarrassing defeats in as-
sembly bypolls in Bankipur of Bihar, where Jan Suraaj Party
founder Prashant Kishor wrested the seat vacated by the ruling
party chief Nitin Nabin. The saffron party also suffered defeat in
Madhya Pradesh's Datia assembly seat.

In Gujarat, the BJP retained the Manjalpur assembly seat in
Vadodara district, with its candidate Satish Govindbhai Patel
defeating his Congress challenger and former minister Bhikhabhai
Rabari by 30,630 votes. Bankipur assembly seat in Bihar was

last held by Nabin before he resigned as an MLA to take up the
national role, thus necessitating the byelection. In a post on X late
Monday, Nabin said, "We accept the mandate received in today's
three assembly by-elections.

"We will conduct a thorough introspection of the election re-
sults in both these areas with complete seriousness, and with re-
newed energy and determination, we will continue to go among
the people and work tirelessly to further strengthen their trust,"
the BJP chief said. Nabin expressed his "heartfelt gratitude" to
the people of Manjalpur assembly constituency in Gujarat for ex-
pressing their faith in the BJP. "We extend our warm congratula-
tions to all the dedicated workers and office-bearers of the BJP
for this victory," the BJP president added.

India Hikes Windfall Tax on Diesel, Petrol and Jet Fuel

India on Monday raised windfall taxes on fuel exports, designed to ?ensure suffi-
cient domestic supply and boost state coffers ?at a time when prices remain volatile
over the conflict in the Middle East, according to a government order. The export duty
?0n petrol has been increased to 3.5 rupees ($0.0367) ?per litre from 2.5 rupees effec-
tive immediately, the government ?said. The total duty on diesel exports has been ?raised
to 25.5 rupees per litre through a combination of ?two levies from 15.5 rupees a fort-
night ago. The tax on aviation fuel has been set at 22 rupees per litre up ?from 14.5
rupees from Monday. India first imposed the windfall ?tax in July 2022 to capture
extraordinary gains from soaring oil ?prices, ?collecting 250 billion rupees ($2.62 bil-
lion) in 2022. Total collection fell to 130 billion rupees in 2023-24. The levy was
scrapped in December 2024, but reintroduced in March 2026 ?after oil prices ?surged
during ?the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. Oil prices have been volatile since the last revi-
sion of ?the taxes two weeks ago. The price ?of ?the commodity fell more than 5% on
Monday after U.S. President Donald Trump held off on a fresh attack on ?Iran ?in the

hope of sealing a ?quick deal.
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