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Assam Flood Death  Rahul Gandhi Arrives in Chennai to
Address Grassroot Congress

it

Toll Rises to 80, Over
1.92 Lakh Affected

Guwahati: The death toll in the Assam floods has risen to 80, with two
fresh deaths reported, while more than 1.92 lakh people have been affected
across five districts, according to the Disaster Reporting and Information
Management System (DRIMS) report as of July 31. The flood-affected dis-
tricts are Sivasagar, Golaghat, Jorhat, Nagaon and Charaideo, where 379 vil-
lages have been impacted. Of the two new deaths, one was recorded in
Sivasagar and the other in Charaideo.

The DRIMS report said that 1,92,799 people have been affected by the
floods, while 15,430 hectares of crop area have also been impacted. No urban
flooding has been reported in any district, according to the report. Till July
30, 78 people had lost their lives. Earlier on Friday, Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma expressed gratitude to industrialist Gautam Adani for
contributing Rs 11 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund to support relief
and rehabilitation efforts for people affected by floods in the state.

In a post on X, Sarma said the contribution would strengthen the state
government's efforts to assist flood-affected families. "I was heartened to learn
that Shri Gautam Adani Ji has made an online contribution of Rs 11 crore to
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund to strengthen our efforts to assist those af-
fected by the Assam floods," Sarma said. The Chief Minister said Adani had
also been mobilising resources to support relief efforts for thousands of af-
fected families on the ground.

Praising the contribution, Sarma said, "His genuine affection for the people
of Assam and his instinct to stand by them in their hour of need are truly
commendable." Sarma also assured that every rupee contributed to the Chief
Minister's Relief Fund would be utilised with "utmost care, integrity and ac-
countability” to help rebuild the lives of those affected by the floods. "My
sincere appreciation to Adani for standing firmly with the people of Assam,"
he added.

Meanwhile, actor Kartik Aaryan has also contributed Rs 1 crore to the
Assam Chief Minister's Relief Fund to support flood relief efforts in the state.
Thanking the actor for his contribution, the Chief Minister described the ges-
ture as "heartening" and said it would help people affected by the floods. The
Muslim Rashtriya Manch (MRM) has also announced financial assistance for
flood-affected people in Assam. National Convener of MRM Shahid Sayeed
said that during an emergency meeting of the organisation's six-member Core
Team held at Kalam Bhavan in New Delhi, it was unanimously decided that
the MRM would contribute to the Assam Chief Minister's Relief Fund and
intensify its efforts to provide relief to flood-affected communities.

Amarnath Yatra Suspended
From Jammu As Rain Hampers

Highway Restoration

Jammu: Amarnath Yatra was suspended from the Bhagwati
Nagar base camp here on Saturday as the 250-km strategic
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway remained closed for the sec-
ond consecutive day, due to incessant rain, officials said. No fresh
batch of pilgrims was allowed to leave the Jammu base camp for
the Kashmir Valley due to repair work underway on the Ladha-
Samroli stretch of the highway in Udhampur district, they said.

Both sides of the highway (NH44), the only all-weather road
linking the Kashmir Valley with the rest of the country, were
shut to traffic on Friday shortly after the passage of the Amarnath
Yatra convoy to repair the damage caused by rain last week. Fresh
spells of rain have since disrupted the operations, leaving the
road surface slushy, muddy and extremely slippery. Light to
moderate rainfall have been witnessed across parts of Ramban
and Udhampur districts. Meanwhile, the Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine
Board (SASB) shifted the Yatra registration and token distribu-
tion counters from the Tawi Riverfront to the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp following a decline in the number of pilgrims coming
to Jammu. The Tawi Riverfront had been developed as a
centralised mega-facility for offline registration, token distribu-
tion, e-KYC verification and RFID issuance for Amarnath pil-
grims.

With the pilgrim influx tapering off, the registration facilities
have now been consolidated at the Bhagwati Nagar base camp,
the officials said. Since July 3, when the yatra began, around 4.5
lakh devotees have so far visited the cave shrine housing the
naturally formed ice lingam in south Kashmir Himalayas. The
yatra is scheduled to conclude on August 28 that coincides with
Raksha Bandhan.

Chennai: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi arrived in Tamil Nadu on Satur-
day morning, to interact with party office-bearers as part of its grassroots
rejuvenation initiative "Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan". The Lok Sabha Opposi-
tion Leader Rahul Gandhi is set to address panchayat-level office bearers in a
venue at Chengalpattu in Chennai. Addressing reporters here on Friday, AICC
general secretary and Tamil Nadu in-charge Ghulam Ahmad Mir and TNCC
president B Manickam Tagore said Gandhi would address office-bearers at
nearby Mamallapuram on the valedictory of the 10-day training camp (July
23-August 1) for District Congress Committee presidents.

Gandhi reached Chennai by 11 am and headed straight to the party event
at the seashore town here and is set to return to Delhi by 6 PM from Chennai.
The training camp for the DCC presidents is an initiative aimed at strengthen-
ing the party at the grassroots under the Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan (SSA).
Rahul To Not To Meet CM Vijay Asked about the scope for Gandhi meeting
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay, Tagore clarified that the top leader's Chennai
programme was organisational in nature. Congress is part of the TVK-led

Leaders

coalition Cabinet. The TNCC chief said: "This is strictly an organisational
meeting." During such programme interactions, Rahul spends nearly six hours
with the district presidents in each state to discuss the future plans and the
organisation. Further, he said: "This is a travel schedule related solely to the
organisation... his time is meant to be spent entirely with the district presi-
dents." Ahmad Mir said: "Rahul Gandhi will have a detailed interaction with
the DCC presidents and their families also. Therefore, this is important so far
as strengthening the party organisation at the grassroots is concerned... Our
national leader may meet some senior Congress leaders also before leaving
the city." State Tourism Minister and Congress legislature party leader S Rajesh
Kumar said he interacted on Friday with the district presidents, who were
appointed under the SSA. In a statement, the minister said that SSA was a
historic effort aimed at shaping the Congress party into a robust popular move-
ment for the future. Gandhi is visiting to "enthuse cadres and devise new
political strategies," the TNCC said in a statement adding "Let the new India's
history begin from Tamil Nadu."

Adityanath Hails Asmita Dey For
1st-ever Judo Gold Win At CW

Lucknow: Greetings pour in for Asmita Dey, who won India its first-ever
gold in judo at the Glasgow Commonwealth Games, with Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath paying tribute to "Maa Bharati".In a post on X in
Hindi late on Friday, Adityanath said, "Heartiest congratulations to Sub-In-
spector Asmita Dey of @Uppolice for bringing glory to 'Maa Bharati' on the
global stage by winning the gold medal in the women's 48kg judo event at
#CWG2026!"

The chief minister said every Indian takes pride in Dey's achievement,
which stands as an inspiring symbol of indomitable courage, discipline, deter-
mination, and hard work of Indian women. Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya on X praised Dey for her hard work and "unwavering determi-
nation". Brajesh Pathak, the other deputy chief minister, wished her a bright
future. Director General of Police Rajeev Krishna hailed Dey for bringing
glory to the Uttar Pradesh Police. "By becoming the first Indian judoka to win
a Commonwealth Games gold medal, she has scripted history through unwa-
vering commitment, discipline and excellence," he wrote on X. The police
chief said that Dey's achievement also reflects the chief minister's support for
sporting talent through the UP Police sports quota.

\Dey on Friday became the first-ever Indian judoka to win a gold medal at
the Commonwealth Games, as she produced a spirited comeback to clinch the
women's 48kg title, defeating Canada's Heidi Quach in a dramatic golden
score contest. Ever since the introduction of judo as a medal sport in CWG in
1990 in Auckland, Indian judokas have won medals at all editions, but never

Ceuta Migrant Crisis: 57 Dead,

CEUTA, Spain: Tens of thousands of migrants who crossed into Spain’s
tiny Ceuta territory returned voluntarily to Morocco on Friday, a day after the
influx triggered chaos in the North African city and reignited the immigration
debate in Europe and beyond. At least 57 migrants died on the journey. Ceuta’s
president put the number of migrants at 60,000, which was equivalent to 70%
of the territory's population. But most of them soon went back, the Spanish
government said, after the sudden arrival of so many people sparked a hu-
manitarian crisis. Some migrants swam several miles through the sea and faced
down authorities who tried to turn them back with water cannons, tear gas and
warning shots. Those who died included some who drowned or were killed in
a stampede to cross a breakwater barrier near a border checkpoint. Spain de-
ployed its armed forces and additional police to restore order in Ceuta, which
sits on the Strait of Gibraltar at the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea and has
been a Spanish possession since 1580. On the Moroccan side of the border,
security forces clashed with migrants. The chaos also had ripple effects abroad,
with Italy and France pledging to tighten their controls on people arriving
from Spain. “The situation that Ceuta is going through is absolutely unsus-
tainable,” Ceuta President Juan Jesus Vivas told journalists. Meanwhile, mi-
grants from Morocco also attempted to cross into Melilla, Spain’s other terri-
tory at the tip of North Africa, where they clashed with police. Spanish prime

=)

secured a top-of-the-podium finish. The 23-year-old Tripura native found her-
self on the backfoot early in the final after conceding a yuko and then receiv-
ing a penalty, allowing Quach to take control of the bout. But she responded
brilliantly, attacking with greater intent and levelling the scores at 1-1 shortly
after the midway stage of the four-minute contest. Maintaining her composure
under pressure, Dey launched a decisive attack in sudden-death overtime and
earned another yuko to seal a memorable victory.

Thousands Return Voluntarily

minister condemns border breach Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez vis-
ited Ceuta on Friday and condemned the border breach, which he described
as “a violation of Spain's territorial integrity.” Sdnchez blamed human smug-
glers for the crisis, saying they “deceive so many young people and ultimately
lead many of them to their deaths,” whether in the ocean or in the city. The
Spanish Interior Ministry released its own figures shortly after Vivas spoke,
estimating that some 50,000 people had crossed from Morocco since Thurs-
day. It added that 48,300 had already returned to Morocco by Friday evening,
with hundreds more going back by the hour. Rachid Sbihi, who leads a local
workers association representing Civil Guard officers, described the situation
as a “serious humanitarian crisis,” saying thousands of migrants, including
unaccompanied children, were left sleeping in parks and on sidewalks, while
others roamed the streets aimlessly. “It’s chaotic,” Sbihi said. The Moroccan
Interior Ministry did not respond to a request for comment on the migrant
figures released by the Spanish authorities. European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said the images from Ceuta were “unacceptable.” “We
cannot allow anyone to come to our Union without abiding by our rules,” she
said Friday in an online statement. “Dangerous crossings must stop immedi-
ately. Smuggling networks must be dismantled. And returns must be swift, as
our rules allow.”
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