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Iraq Denies Approving Deadly
US-Saudi Strikes on Its Territory
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Iraq did not approve deadly US-Saudi strikes on its territory, a govern-
ment spokesperson said Thursday, after US claims that the attacks against
Iran-backed militants were coordinated with Baghdad. "The government did
not have any knowledge" of the strikes and "did not approve any attacks on
specific sites or groups in Iraq," spokesperson Haider al-Aboudi said on state
TV. The US-Saudi strikes on Wednesday killed at least 20 militants, including
five Iranians, according to the Hashed al-Shaabi, an armed Iraqi alliance that
includes pro-Iran groups.

US President Donald Trump "says those strikes were coordinated with the
Iraqi government," a Fox News correspondent said after speaking with the
US leader. Aboudi said that Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi's expected visit
to Saudi Arabia was "suspended" due to the attacks, which came after Riyadh

i,

said its forces had intercepted drones targeting oil facilities, blaming the Iran-
backed groups in Iraq.

The strikes follow growing US pressure on Baghdad to disarm those groups,
which intervened in support of Tehran during the Middle East war, targeting
US facilities in Iraq and across the region. Zaidi, who came to power earlier
this year with Trump's blessing, has vowed to ensure those groups hand over
their weapons. Tehran-backed armed groups, operating under the umbrella of
the Islamic Resistance in Iraq, denied attacking Saudi Arabia, and warned that
their response to the attacks in Iraq is "inevitable." Washington and Tehran
are Iraq's main allies, but their enmity has long turned the country into a proxy
battleground and left successive governments struggling to maintain a deli-
cate balance between the foes.

Coal Mine Blast in Pakistan Kills at

Le
| S ,*.\\\_ ¥

Quetta: An explosion inside a coal mine in southwest Pakistan
killed at least 32 miners and trapped 10 others underground in what
officials believed to be life-threatening conditions as rescuers raced to
reach them.The blast on Thursday was apparently triggered by a buildup
of methane gas and occurred on the outskirts of the Baluchistan pro-
vincial capital of Quetta, said government mine inspector Ghani Baloch.

The bodies of seven people were recovered hours after the blast,
and emergency responders later found 25 more bodies, officials and a
provincial disaster management agency said in a statement. It said the
search and rescue operation was continuing, with rescue teams work-
ing to locate and recover the remaining trapped miners. Baloch said
rescue operations would continue until all the trapped miners were
found, but he added that officials believed the death toll likely would
rise further.

"The chances of finding anyone alive diminish after methane gas
explosions because oxygen levels drop to zero, and rescuers are also
proceeding cautiously inside the mine," Baloch said. Authorities were
handing over the bodies to their families for burial, while relatives of
those still trapped waited anxiously for news, Baloch said. Baluchistan's
Minister for Mines and Minerals Shoaib Nosherwani said the rescue

teams were working under extremely difficult conditions.

Nosherwani expressed condolences to relatives of the victims and
said the provincial government would pay compensation of 500,000
Pakistani rupees (about USD 1,800) to the family of each miner killed
in the blast. He said authorities would conduct a thorough investiga-
tion into the cause of the explosion, and would review mining safety
measures. A coal miners' labour union said it suspected negligence led
to the explosion and called for action against those responsible. In a
statement, the Pakistan Central Mines Labour Federation urged the
government to strictly enforce safety regulations and take tough ac-
tion against companies that violate mine safety laws.

Deadly accidents are common in Pakistan's coal mining industry,
particularly in Baluchistan, where many mines lack adequate ventila-
tion, gas monitoring systems and other basic safety measures. Mine
workers and labour groups have long accused mine owners of failing
to enforce safety regulations or provide adequate protective equip-
ment. Despite the risks and low wages, thousands of miners depend on
the coal industry for their livelihoods in Baluchistan, Pakistan's larg-
est but least developed province, where unemployment and poverty
remain widespread.

Rahul to Modi, Shah:
You Are India's Past,
Protect Its Future

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Friday accused Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah of threatening Gen Z, and said that the
duo is "India's past" and should be careful about how they treat the country's
future.The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha also alleged that Modi and
Shah are behind the filing of FIRs against student protesters and taking down
their social media accounts.

"PM Modi and Amit Shah — you cannot threaten Gen Z into silence. First
you broke their bones. Now you are filing FIRs and taking down their ac-
counts," Gandhi said on X. "You are India's past. Be careful about how you
treat India's future," the former Congress chief said. The remarks came after
Modi on Thursday said it has become necessary to bring comprehensive re-
forms in the education system, both at the Centre and in the states, to tackle
the menace of paper leaks, asserting that there would be no mercy shown to
gangs playing with the future of children. In a late evening video message on
Instagram, shortly after Parliament passed a Bill to amend the anti-paper leak
law, the prime minister said that leaks in various examinations have become a
major challenge not only for students but also for the Centre and many states.
"The Centre and many states have been facing the paper leak problem for
several years. The menace has threatened the future of children appearing in
various examinations.

"Therefore, it had become necessary to bring comprehensive changes to
the education system to deal with the problem," the prime minister said. Re-
ferring to the anti-paper leak Bill, which was passed by the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday and the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, Modi said that as promised, a
strong law is now in place to tackle the issue. "We will not spare the paper
leak gangs, paper leak mafia and those playing with the future of children,"
the prime minister said.

Modi also said that a task force has been constituted, fast-track courts are
being set up, and suggestions are being taken from states to strengthen the
examination process and prevent irregularities. Parliament on Thursday passed
The Public Examination (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026,
to amend the 2024 anti-paper leak law by introducing stricter punishments
against paper leaks. The Bill was cleared in the Rajya Sabha with a voice vote
amid a walkout by several opposition parties from the INDIA bloc.

India, Bhutan Sign Rs

4,000 Crore Credit
Pact, Review Projects

e

India and Bhutan reviewed the progress of New Delhi-supported develop-
ment projects in the Himalayan nation during a high-level talk, as the two sides
signed a concessional line of credit agreement worth Rs 4,000 crore and ex-
panded cooperation in the health sector.The fifth India-Bhutan Development
Cooperation Talks, co-chaired by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and his
Bhutanese counterpart Dasho Pema Lektup Dorji on Thursday, focused on the
implementation of projects under Bhutan's 13th Five-Year Plan, the Indian Em-
bassy in Bhutan said in a social media post.\ The two sides reviewed the progress
and implementation of India-supported projects across diverse sectors, it said.
Bhutan appreciated India's significant support and its contribution to the country's
socio-economic development, the mission said. The two foreign secretaries also
virtually inaugurated the Thimphu Ecological Park and the Olakha Park, devel-
oped under the "Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces in Thimphu" project funded
by India as part of bilateral economic development. An agreement for a
concessional line of credit of Rs 4,000 crore (Nu 40 billion) was exchanged
between the Export-Import Bank of India and Bhutan's Ministry of Finance to
support development initiatives in the country, the embassy said. The two sides
also exchanged a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for cooperation in health
education and research between the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) and Bhutan's Khesar Gyalpo University of Medical Sciences, it said.
As part of India's support for Bhutan's green mobility initiatives, 45 electric ve-
hicles were handed over to the Royal Government of Bhutan. India is Bhutan's
largest development partner and has been extending financial and technical as-
sistance for infrastructure, connectivity, education, health and capacity-building
projects over the decades. New Delhi has committed support for Bhutan's 13th
Five-Year Plan as part of its longstanding development partnership with the
neighbouring Himalayan kingdom.
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