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Jana Nayagan Crosses
Rs 100 Crore in TN as
Vijay Sets a New Record

Director H. Vinoth’s action drama Jana Nayagan, starring Vijay and Pooja
Hegde, has achieved major box office success after its theatrical release on
July 23, 2026. Despite facing an online leak in April prior to its release, the
film quickly surpassed Rs 250 crore at the worldwide box office. In Tamil
Nadu, the film crossed the prestigious Rs 100 crore gross mark, making it
Vijay’s ninth consecutive movie to accomplish this feat in the state. The pre-
vious eight films in his career to achieve a Rs 100 crore Tamil Nadu gross are
Theri, Mersal, Sarkar, Bigil, Master, Beast, Varisu, and Leo.

So, every single film of Vijay since 2016 has grossed the one-billion mark
in his home turn. Jana Nayagan has generated immense attention nationwide
as it marks Vijay's official farewell film before his transition into full-time
politics. Produced by Venkat K. Narayana under KVN Productions, the po-
litical action thriller co-stars Bobby Deol, Mamitha Baiju, Pooja Hegde, Nassar,
Prakash Raj, Gautham Vasudev Menon, Narain, and Priyamani.

Nepal Extends Curfew in
India-Bordering Areas as
Tensions Persist

s :

X =¥ : a
Kathmandu: An indefinite curfew continued in several parts of Nepal's
India-bordering Sunsari district in the Koshi province for a fourth day on
Thursday, following communal violence that left one person dead and several
injured. The security situation in the district is gradually improving, said As-
sistant Chief District Officer, Sunsari, Poshan Lamichhane. The district ad-
ministration has extended the curfew, first imposed on Monday, to ten areas,
including the East-West Highway, to control the situation. It will remain in
force until further notice.

Under the curfew, the movement of people, gathering, demonstration, public
meeting and sit-in are strictly prohibited. Security has been stepped up in
various sensitive areas and government offices. Prime Minister Balendra Shah
has called a meeting of the National Security Council on Thursday to review
the security situation in the country, especially in Sunsari district. One person
was killed and more than a dozen people, including security personnel, were
injured when police opened fire to disperse clashing groups after a dispute
during celebrations by two religious communities.

3 Firefighters Die as Southern Europe
Burns; France Fights Huge Blaze

Lege-Cap Ferret: An uncontained wildfire four times the size of Paris threat-
ened to surge again in southwest France on Wednesday -- as three firefighters
died in Greece and crews across southern Europe confronted a punishing mix
of heat, drought and strong winds. The deaths on Crete brought a fatal new
dimension to a wildfire emergency stretching from the Atlantic coast to the
eastern Mediterranean. At the peak of the evacuations, a third of a million
people were driven from homes and vacation sites in France and Spain.

In France's Gironde region, the country's biggest blaze had not spread
during a calm night, authorities said. But as temperatures approached 40 de-
grees Celsius Wednesday afternoon and winds strengthened, the reprieve threat-
ened to be short-lived. The landscape was so combustible that investigators
believe routine brush-clearing work near a high-voltage line may have sparked
the inferno, even though the work appeared to comply with regulations.

At the command centre in Lege, firefighters bent over maps spread across
a car hood, tracking three danger zones: northern Cap-Ferret; the wooded
corridor around Marcheprime, Cestas and Saint-Jean-d'Illac; and a military
site near Martignas, where a major outbreak forced a large deployment. Both
firefighters and residents mobilise against the blaze More than 2,200 firefighters
and over 20 aircraft remained mobilised, backed by crews from across France
and European partners. "We strike quickly and strike hard at any new smoke
emissions," Gironde fire commander Matthieu Jomain said. Beyond the com-
mand centre, civilians were trying to hold the line themselves. At Souge, vol-
unteers flooded the edges of dirt tracks while a local digger driver plowed
through still-burning soil, trying to keep flames from crossing back when the
expected west wind arrived. In Lacanau, residents pumped water from a lake
into tanks headed for hot spots and firefighters' cisterns.

This Is Not Democracy: Opposition

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the Public Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026, after a stormy debate in which
both the treasury and opposition benches supported stricter action against paper
leaks but sharply differed over the government's handling of the NEET con-
troversy and the police action against student protesters. Introducing the Bill,
Union Minister Jitendra Singh said the amendments reflected the government's
willingness to "learn from experience" and strengthen the anti-paper leak law
enacted in 2024. He said 52 FIRs had been registered under the existing law
and asserted that the Centre had acted swiftly against those involved in exami-
nation fraud. Singh also accused the opposition of politicising the issue in-
stead of offering constructive suggestions.

Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi praised students who had led pro-
tests over the NEET paper leak, saying they had safeguarded the country's
future by forcing attention on examination integrity. "I congratulate all the
students who protested. The future of the country is secure because of them,"
Gandhi said, adding that all political parties should appreciate the role played
by students. He also said India's education system was expensive and paper
leaks inflicted severe emotional and financial hardship on families.

Gandhi questioned the police action against protesters, arguing that only
the Prime Minister or the Union Home Minister could authorise such use of
force. He also alleged that the RSS, and not former education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan alone, was the "real enemy" of students. Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra echoed concerns over the crackdown, saying the en-
tire country had witnessed the police action. Referring to injured demonstra-
tors, she alleged that one student had lost an eye during the protests and de-
manded accountability from the government.

Congress deputy leader Gaurav Gogoi accused the Centre of subjecting
innocent students to "atrocities and oppression" for raising concerns over ex-
amination irregularities. He argued that students seeking justice should not
have faced police action. Responding to the criticism, Jitendra Singh rejected

on Anti-Paper Leak Bill

the allegations, maintaining that the authorities had exercised "utmost restraint"
and ensured that there were no casualties during the protests.

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav also targeted the government
over the alleged use of force against demonstrators. He claimed that pellet
guns, tear gas shells and lathis had been used, leaving several students in-
jured. Yadav questioned who had authorised the action, saying the Delhi Po-
lice and central armed forces function under the Union Home Ministry and
must be answerable to Parliament. Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra
described the passage of the Bill as "an absolute mockery", arguing that the
government had been forced to amend the 2024 law because it had failed to
prevent paper leaks. While stating that the Opposition was prepared to sup-
port stronger legislation in the interest of students, she criticised the govern-
ment for refusing to address key demands, including withdrawal of FIRs against
protesting students, a discussion on the alleged use of force by the Delhi Po-
lice and CRPF/RAF, and a statement from Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
Moitra also defended Rahul Gandhi, saying his remarks had been miscon-
strued because repeated disruptions prevented him from completing his speech.
"This is not democracy," she said. Meanwhile, Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis backed the legislation and criticised Rahul
Gandhi's intervention, saying he had no time to listen to what he described as
political rhetoric. Fadnavis said the focus should remain on strengthening laws
to eliminate paper leaks and protect honest students. Despite the acrimonious
exchanges, there was broad agreement across party lines that tougher legal
provisions were necessary to curb organised examination fraud. The amend-
ment provides for investigations to be completed within two months, time-
bound trials through special fast-track courts, imprisonment of up to 10 years
and fines of up to Rs 50 lakh for individuals involved in paper leaks, while
organised crime syndicates could face fines of up to Rs 10 crore. The Bill was
passed by voice vote, but the debate reflected continuing political divisions
over the government's response to the NEET controversy and the treatment of
students who took to the streets demanding accountability.

Bhuvaneswari Asks Politicians Not To Drag

Tirupati: Nara Bhuvaneswari, wife of Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, underlined that women should never be made targets in
political battles, asking leaders not to drag women into controversies to settle
scores. Addressing devotees after offering prayers to Goddess Draupadi at the
Dharmarajulu Swamy Temple in Yamaganapalli during her visit to Kuppam
on Wednesday, Bhuvaneswari said her speech is not part of any political cam-
paign, but a message on the importance of respecting women.

rawing a parallel with the Mahabharata, she said Draupadi had been hu-
miliated in the royal court to insult her family. She maintained that such at-
tempts to target women for settling scores have no place in public life. Refer-
ring to the remarks made against her during the previous YSRC government's
tenure, Bhuvaneswari alleged that her character had been questioned in the
assembly only to attack her husband Chandrababu Naidu politically.

She asserted that she has nothing to prove about her character.Her hus-
band and the people of Andhra Pradesh know who she is. No one has the right
to make personal remarks about her or any woman. "If you have the courage,
stand up and speak man to man. But do not drag a woman into it. I know who
I'am, and my husband knows who I am. People of the state also know me. I do
not need to prove myself to anyone," Bhuvaneswari declared.

Thanking the people of the state for standing by her family during its dif-

Women Into Their Political Battles
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ficult times, she said people supported Chandrababu Naidu, just as Lord
Krishna had come to Draupadi's rescue. Bhuvaneswari recalled Naidu's de-
tention in the alleged ?26-crore case and the Alipiri Naxalite bomb attack,
saying her family had faced many hardships and would always remain grate-
ful to the people for their support.

Japan Earthquake: Rescuers
Search for Survivors as Death
Toll Rises to 18

KUMAMOTO, Japan: Soldiers and emergency workers combed through
a badly damaged shopping mall and collapsed houses looking for trapped
survivors Wednesday after a powerful earthquake that killed at least 18 people,
including a foreigner, in southwestern Japan. The magnitude 7.1 earthquake
that hit a day earlier in the Kumamoto area on the southern main island of
Kyushu also left at least 62 people injured, six of them seriously, the prefec-
tural government said. The tally has been steadily growing, fanning fears it

may continue to rise. Some of the most serious damage was at the Aeon Mall
shopping center in the town of Kashima, which was bustling with thousands
of people when the quake happened. The company said some 3,000 custom-
ers were evacuated to a parking lot before a gas explosion happened in an-
other part of the mall, where some people were still working. Fumika Ono
was shopping at a mall with her older sister when the ground shook so fiercely
she lost her balance and ducked. Children began screaming and goods scat-
tered on the floor. The 19-year-old was among the crowd of shoppers who
managed to escape safely. The sweltering weather heightened worries about
the survivors as rescuers braved the heat. It remained unclear how many people
might still be missing. The mall’s second floor collapsed, trapping people.
Witnesses said the explosion shook the area as much as the quake.
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PASSPORT MISSING

| THOLUM SATISH KUMAR,
S/o. THOLUM SURIBABU,
D.No-3-108, OPPOSITE DEVASTHANAM
GOSALA KOTHAPETA ANNAVARAM,
KAKINADA DIST. AP.
| have lost My ORIGINAL PASSPORT
BEARING No: R2783220 on
2-7-26. Missed at ANNAVARAM
by 11.30am. If anybody finds
it please Return to our Above Address
or Call to below Mobile number

+91 83281 81991
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