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Ukrainian Drones Hit Saint
Petersburg Area, Triggering

Warehouse Fire: Local Media

Moscow:Ukrainian drones hit a warehouse near Saint Peters-
burg early Friday, triggering a fire that sent smoke pouring over
the historic city, according to local media and images on social
media. The governor of the surrounding Leningrad region
Alexander Drozdenko said earlier at least 50 Ukrainian drones
had targeted the city, and the Wildberries retail giant -- whose
sites have been targeted heavily over the past two weeks -- said
two warehouses in the city had halted operations, without stat-
ing a reason.

No Result and No System
Should Cost a Life: Nora Fatehi

Extends Support to Students

New Delhi:Actor Nora Fatehi extended her support to the students de-
manding accountability over irregularities in the NEET exam and applauded
the bravery and resilience of the protestors.The students, joined by other sup-
porters, have been protesting at Jantar Mantar since June 20, demanding the
resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over alleged
irregularities in the NEET examination, reforms to the examination system
and justice for students affected by paper leaks.

Fatehi shared a note on her Instagram handle on Thursday and said she
hopes the "real solution” comes out. "My heart goes out to every student,
every family, and every person carrying the weight of uncertainty. Education
is more than exams or marks, it is a sacrifice. Every student who studies late
into the night, and every family that suffers financially to provide for their
children an education, deserves fairness, dignity and trust," she wrote.

The actor said no result and no system should cost a life. "The reports
surrounding the examination paper leak have left do many people feeling dis-
appointed, exhausted and heartbroken. My thoughts are especially with the
families who have lost their children. The news of the students committing
suicide has shaken me...I am in awe of your bravery and resilience," she added.
Several celebrities have extended their support to the students, including Alia
Bhatt, Naseeruddin Shah, Ratna Pathak Shah, Shabana Azmi, Prakash Raj,
Rajkummar Rao, Revathy, Tovino Thomas, Anurag Kashyap and Arijit Singh,
among others.

Modi Govt Treating Students Seek-
ing Accountability as 'Enemies of
the Nation': Sonia Gandhi

New Delhi: In a broadside against the Modi government, Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi on Friday said students have de-
manded accountability and educational reforms, but the Modi government
has responded to their courage with "cowardice and wanton cruelty, treating
them not as inheritors of the future but as enemies of the nation".She accused
the government of degrading India's education landscape and asserted that the
country's students have called the Modi regime's bluff.

She emphasised it is a moral, political, and constitutional duty to stand
with students and safeguard their future. "The student protests are a natural
consequence of these interrelated forces: today's bleak education landscape,
which evokes only hopelessness, and the Modi government's trademark arro-
gance and unwillingness to be accountable or constructive,” Gandhi said in
her article titled 'An education system's collapse, young India's trauma’ pub-
lished in The Hindu. She claimed that the 'brutality’ perpetrated by the police
personnel functioning under the direct authority of the Union Home Minister
on student protesters is hardly unprecedented for this regime. "We all remem-
ber vividly how armed policemen and paramilitary forces ravaged university
campuses during the Citizenship (Amendment) Act-National Register of Citi-
zens protests in 2020. The unacceptable excesses against India's women wres-
tlers can never be erased from our memories," she said.

The Modi government has not just degraded India's education landscape
but has also made a habit of acting with "utter impunity, supreme self-delu-
sion, and abject insensitivity", she alleged. She pointed out that peaceful pro-
tests by students across India against examination paper leaks and the overall
decline in the education system have been gaining momentum in recent weeks.
"Their demands have been straightforward and to the point: accountability
from the Government of India and education reform. The Narendra Modi
government has responded to their courage with cowardice and wanton cru-
elty, treating them not as inheritors of the future but as enemies of the nation,"
she said.

Puri Gears Up For Lord Jagannath's
Bahuda Yatra Amid Heavy Security

- &

Puri: Security was heightened in Odisha's Puri as the seaside town pre-
pared for Lord Jagannath's Bahuda Yatra, or the return car festival, on Friday.
The Bahuda Yatra marks the second phase of the annual Rath Yatra, during
which Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra return to the
12th-century Jagannath Temple from the Gundicha Temple, about 2.6 km away.
"We have a multi-layered security arrangement for the festival as the number
of devotees is increasing by the day. Our security and crowd management
arrangements remain similar to the bandobast made during the Rath Yatra on
July 16," ADG Soumendra Priyadarshi said.

Security has been further strengthened following Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi's directive to place greater emphasis on scientific crowd man-
agement and real-time information sharing with devotees after the crowd surge
during the Rath Yatra left two devotees dead and several others injured, offi-
cials said. Reviewing the preparations on Wednesday, the chief minister di-
rected the police to monitor crowd density continuously and integrate feeds
from CCTV cameras with the Integrated Command and Control System to
enable a swift response to any untoward situation. He also appealed to devo-

tees to strictly adhere to the guidelines issued by the administration and the
police. Besides the deployment of over 13,000 personnel, including Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF) personnel, more than 400 Al-enabled CCTV
cameras have been installed across the town for real-time surveillance and
crowd monitoring. "We are taking all possible measures to ensure the festival
concludes smoothly," DGP YB Khurania said.

According to the Shree Jagannath Temple Administration (SJTA), 'Pahandi’
-- the ceremonial procession of the deities to the chariots -- is scheduled to
begin at noon. "If the rituals are completed ahead of schedule by the grace of
the Lord, the 'Pahandi' may commence earlier, as it did last year," SJTA Chief
Administrator Arabinda Padhee said. Following the 'Pahandi', Puri's titular
king, Gajapati Maharaja Dibyasingha Deb, will perform the ceremonial 'Chhera
Pahanra' (sweeping of the chariots), after which devotees will pull the three
chariots towards the Jagannath Temple. Meanwhile, the IMD has forecast
cloudy skies over Puri, with humidity expected to remain between 80 and 90
per cent and the temperature hovering around 29-30 degrees Celsius.

India, Romania Aim to Double
Bilateral Trade in Three Years

India and Romania on Thursday under-
lined economic cooperation as key pillar of

the bilateral partnership and set a target to W

double bilateral trade in the next three years
while also agreeing to expand cooperation in
important sectors such as pharmaceuticals, re-
newable energy and agriculture. This comes
as President Murmu arrived in Romania on a
historic visit--the first in three decades by an
Indian President. President Murmu shared the
detalls in her remarks to the press after the two.
countries inked Memoranda of Understanding
in the fields of science & technology, sports

and culture. Noting how India and Romania [

have had a close and lasting friendship based
on mutual trust, respect and strong people-to-
people relations for more than seven decades.
She said that over time, the partnership has
continuously strengthened and is now enter-
ing a new phase with more ambitious goals,
strong cooperation and a shared vision for the
future.

"Economic cooperation is an important
pillar of our partnership. We will promote trade
and investment, strengthen the supply chain
and agreed to encourage close cooperation
between the industries of both countries. We
have also set a target to double bilateral trade
in the next three years, President Murmu said.
She further noted, "We agreed to expand co-
operation in areas such as manufacturing, phar-
maceuticals, health, renewable energy, green
hydrogen, agricultural production and fertil-
izers, science and technology, digital public
infrastructure and Al. This cooperation will
move forward taking advantage of the comple-
mentary capabilities of both our economies."

President Murmu noted that Defence Co-
operation is also an important pillar of the part-
nership and that the two countries agreed to
further strengthen the partnership in this field
through regular exchange, training, capacity
building and close cooperation between the
defense industries of both countries. She
added, "The Government of India has decided
to double the training opportunities under the
ITEC program for Romania. These will also
include courses related to Al. Our foreign ser-
vice institute has provided training opportuni-
ties for Romanian diplomats to participate in

the upcoming professional course. h‘ese programs will also include special training on Al 'and
Cyber Diplomacy." President Murmu welcomed the ongoing cooperation between India and
Romania. under the International Solar Alliance, and welcomed Romania's intention to join the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and the Global Biofuels Alliance. Murmu in-
formed that when India and Romania complete 80 years of their diplomatic relations in the year
2028, then the two nations have agreed to celebrate this occasion as India-Romania Year of
Innovation. The leaders also exchanged views on regional and global developments and reiter-
ated the shared commitment to peace, dialogue and international law so that global challenges
can be dealt with effectively. She expressed thanks to Romania for the warm hospitality and
looked forward to welcoming President Dan to India. "I hope that soon I will get a chance to
welcome President Dan in New Delhi. Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said in a post on X that President Droupadi Murmu held productive discussions with
President Nicusor Dan of Romania. "The two leaders reviewed the full spectrum of bilateral
cooperation and explored ways to further strengthen collaboration in areas of mutual interest."
Three Mous for bilateral cooperation in the field of science & technology, sports and establish-
ment of Chair of Indian Studies at University of Bucharest were signed on the occasion. Presi-
dent Nicusor Dan called it a historic visit by President Murmu to Romania and noted how the
two countries have a very old and long-standing partnership, with many new opportunities
ahead of them, especially in the economic field: He added, "We are very pleased that a lot of
indian investment has come to Romania and today we discussed how we can further increase
the investment between India and Romania. In this, we also talked about direct flights between
India and Romania. In his concluding remarks, he thanked President Murmu for her visit to
Romania and said, "I believe your visit has made a new beginning in our bilateral relations and
I am fully confident that we will continue and strengthen our cooperation ahead, both person-
ally and between our two countries.
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