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New Delhi: A Delhi Police officer seen in videos slapping a woman protester during the CJP's march to Parliament has been

removed from the Jantar Mantar protest site. Sandeep Lamba,

Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), North East

District, was seen slapping the protester on July 20, as thousands of CJP supporters gathered at Jantar Mantar for the "Chalo

Sansad" march.

- Modi Vows to Punish Exam Fraud Fueling Student Anger in India -PM's Response Inadequate, Won't Leave Until Pradhan
Quits: CJP -NEET Row Sparks Storm in RS; Rijiju Slams Oppn, Kharge Calls PM Remarks ‘Instigative’ - Sixteen Delhi Metro
stations, including Rajiv Chowk, Central Secretariat, Mandi House, ITO and Khan Market, were closed on Thursday morning till
further instructions due to security reasons, the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) said.

Know What’s on the Lok Sabha Agenda

g WL W

-

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha is set to witness a significant legislative de-
bate today as the government moves the Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, for consideration and passing. Union Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal is scheduled to move the Bill, which seeks to further amend
the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act of 1956.This legislative move
will be accompanied by a statutory resolution moved by opposition members
Sougata Ray, NK Premachandran, and Adv. Dean Kuriakose, who seek to
express the House's disapproval of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Ordinance promulgated by the President on May 16, 2026.

As per the revised list of business, both the statutory resolution and the
bill are slated to be taken up together. The Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
is also scheduled to present a series of critical reports today. Committee mem-
bers KC Venugopal and Dharmendra Yadav will present the 48th report con-
cerning the delay in the production of the electronically upgraded 155mm/45
Calibre Gun System 'DHANUSH'. Additional reports from the PAC will cover
the management of defence offsets and a significant loss of over 62 crore
rupees incurred due to the replacement of defective ammunition supplied to
the Army by the Ordnance Factory in Badmal.

The committee will also highlight issues regarding non-compliance in the
timely submission of Action Taken Notes on audit paragraphs. In other parlia-
mentary proceedings, the Standing Committee on Finance, led by Bhartruhari
Mahtab and Jayanta Kumar Roy, will present its 36th report on the 'Securities
Markets Code, 2025'.Simultaneously, the Standing Committee on Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution is expected to table reports focusing on
the regulation of packaged commodities, with a specific emphasis on sugar
content in baby products, as well as the modernisation of the Public Distribu-
tion System through technical database strengthening.

Later in the day, the House will conduct its regular Question Hour and
take up matters under Rule 377.Union Minister Ajay Tamta is scheduled to
lay papers on the table for the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.
Furthermore, the Secretary-General will report a message from the Rajya Sabha
regarding the Joint Committee on the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-
ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024, and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024. Deputy Leader of the Opposition Gaurav Gogoi is also expected
to move a motion regarding the 17th Report of the Business Advisory Com-
mittee.

Congress Hits Back At
PM's Fast-Track Court
Plan For Paper Leak Case

o~

New Delhi: Amid the ongoing protests in the Nation’s capital, Prlme Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Thursday announced that the Centre will set up fast-
track courts to ensure the speedy trial and stringent punishment of those in-
volved in paper leak cases. In a post shared on X, PM Modi wrote, “Nothing
is more important than the welfare and future of our youth! We have decided
to set up fast-track courts to ensure swift and stringent punishment for those
involved in paper leaks. Have directed the concerned authorities and officials
to take all necessary steps in this regard. This continues our series of steps for
safeguarding the interests of students. Those who try to harm the future of our
youth will not be spared.” This announcement comes amid widespread stu-
dent protests across India demanding accountability for the NEET paper leaks
and the resignation of the Union Minister of Education, Dharmendra Pradhan.
The Congress claimed that the PM was "rattled" and alleged that he had harmed
the future of the youth the most. Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi hit back at the plan and alleged that Modi had allowed and encour-
aged the total capture and destruction of India's education system, and pro-
tected every person responsible for it. "The students' demands are clear: 1.
Sack Dharmendra Pradhan. 2. Apologise to the students. 3. Take action against
those who assaulted them," the former Congress chief said.

Death Toll in Sikkim
NHPC Tunnel Collapse
Rises to 22

The bodies of 22 workers have been retrieved from the NHPC hydro-
power project tunnel under construction in Sikkim's Namchi district, officials
said on Thursday.Twenty-five workers were inside the under-construction
NHPC Teesta Stage VI Hydropower Project tunnel, which collapsed follow-
ing an explosion suspected to have been caused by methane gas shortly after
1 pm on Monday. Rescue operations remain in progress, with specialised teams
working in close coordination to locate and recover the remaining labourers,
a state government official said. "The Sikkim government, district adminis-
tration, and all concerned agencies continue to closely monitor the situation,
while extending every possible support to the rescue teams and the affected
families," he said. "Out of the 25 trapped inside the tunnel, 20 are confirmed
dead," Namchi SP Sonam D Bhutia had said on Tuesday. Eight bodies have
been identified till Wednesday. Of them, four are from Jalpaiguri district of
West Bengal while one each from Punjab, Uttarakhand, Assam and Sikkim.

At least four workers from Jharkhand's Khunti, Hazaribag and West
Singhbhum districts were engaged there, another official said. The NHPC on
Wednesday announced an ex gratia of Rs 5 lakh for the next of kin of each
person who died in the accident. Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang
on Tuesday announced Rs 4 lakh ex gratia for the next of kin of each of those
workers who died in the accident, and Rs 50,000 for every injured person.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also announced an ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh for
each of the next of kin of the deceased, and Rs 50,000 each to the injured
persons. According to an NHPC statement, a sudden burst of suspected meth-
ane gas trapped/embedded inside the rocks led to the explosion, generating
dense fumes and toxic gases in the tunnel.

President Murmu Unveils Gandhi Bust During North Macedonia Visit

Skopje: President Droupadi Murmu on Wednesday unveiled
a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at a museum here, and said it will
stand as a lasting symbol of friendship between India and North
Macedonia, besides the common commitment of both countries
to peace, tolerance and humanity. Mahatma Gandhi belonged to
India, but his message belongs to all humanity, Murmu said. His
life demonstrated that truth and non-violence are not signs of
weakness, but powerful instruments for securing justice, dignity
and freedom, she said. "At a time when the world faces conflict,
intolerance and division, Gandhiji's faith in dialogue, compas-
sion and peaceful coexistence remains profoundly relevant," the
President said. Murmu and President Gordana Siljanovska-
Davkova of North Macedonia unveiled the bust of Mahatma
Gandhi at the Skopje Museum, the Rashtrapati Bhavan said in a

post on X. "The President expressed confidence that the bust
will stand as a lasting symbol of friendship between India and
North Macedonia and of the common commitment of both coun-
tries to peace, tolerance and humanity, it said. I am confident
that our cultural and people-to-people ties will continue to deepen
in the years ahead," Murmu said. The President said that visitors
to this Museum, particularly young people, will pause before this
bust and reflect on Gandhiji's message. "May it inspire them to
reject hatred, resolve differences peacefully and serve society
with courage and empathy," she said. The President hoped that
"this moment strengthen the bonds of understanding and coop-
eration among our peoples and keep alive the ideals that Ma-
hatma Gandhi cherished".
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