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Japanese Beetle Advances
Through Northern Italy’s
Vineyards And Orchards

Donnas (Italy): The iridescent green beetles native to Japan have become
a growing menace in Italy, swarming through orchards and vineyards and
leaving behind devastating lattice patterns in leaves that weaken the plants
and reduce production. The Popillia japonica, or Japanese beetle, is a familiar
pest in the United States, where it arrived more than a century ago. Butitis a
relative newcomer to the European continent, first detected near Milan’s
Malpensa airport in 2014. In Italy, it has already swarmed through the north-
eastern regions of Lombardy, Piedmont and Valle d’ Aosta, where it appeared
last year in terraced vineyards above the town of Donnas.

“We’re seeing the popillia steadily advance from terrace to terrace across
our historic vineyards,” said Luciano Zoppo Ronzero, a winemaker who pro-
duces Nebbiolo from the terraced vines. “We’re now about the 10th terrace
and can already see the popillia attacks. This means they’re consuming and
gradually moving up the mountain.” With no natural predators and an appetite
covering over 300 plants and trees, the Japanese beetle has made the Euro-
pean Union’s list of priority pests, meaning that efforts must be made to con-
tain and eradicate outbreaks.

he beetle is already entrenched in Italy, Switzerland and Germany, where
the focus is on managing and containing expansion, while the population lev-
els in France and Spain still allow hopes of eradication, said Daniela Lupi, an
entomologist at the University of Milan. The Japanese beetle is voracious and
travels en masse as it feeds. Adult beetles also hitch a ride on trains, cars and
airplanes. After spending summer months feasting, the beetles mate and their
larvae feed on grasses until reaching maturity, and launch the cycle anew.

The Coldiretti agricultural lobby says the pest poses a major threat to
agriculture as it makes its way through the Po River Valley, Italy’s breadbas-
ket. But damage so far has been hard to quantify because often the beetle’s
pattern of eating away the pulp of leaves weakens the plant, lowering produc-
tion, without necessarily killing healthy plants. “In some areas, the beetle has
destroyed the harvest,” said Lorenzo Bazzana, the head of economic affairs at
Coldiretti. The larvae, known as grubs, also feed on grass roots, damaging
lawns, golf courses and playing fields.

Zoppo Ronzero is concerned for both his historic terraced vineyards,
carved into the mountainside and stabilized by centuries-old drystone walls,
and for his production. By defoliating the vines, the beetles expose grape
clusters to the sun while severely reducing the plants’ ability to photosynthe-
size. “What scares me is the fact that in the end the grapes don’t ripen. If the
grapes don’t ripen, it means we’re not bringing home a splendid harvest, as
we had hoped, but something unusable,” Ronzero said. The best hope for
eradicating the pests is attacking the larvae, according to Bazzana. The beetles
were recently detected near Verona’s Valerio Catullo airport, and experts are
experimenting by introducing a microscopic parasite in the surrounding area
to attack the grubs. Pheromone traps are also widely used, while the wine
producers in Donnas are relying on pesticide treatments, even though the ef-
fectiveness is short-lived and labor-intensive on the steep terrain. “If we don’t
counter it, the population will continue to rise and so there will be strong
damage to the fruits plants, to the grasses, to the ornamental plants,” Lupi, the
entomologist, said. “There are no problems for the human population, be-
cause they are not so dangerous, but the production is really, really lowered.”

US Completes 11th Night of
Strikes on Iran as Attacks
Overshadow Diplomacy

Dubai: The US military said it completed the 11th night of
strikes on Iran early Wednesday as attacks across the Middle East
overshadowed diplomatic efforts in Pakistan to salvage an in-
terim ceasefire deal that has collapsed. US Central Command
said targets included aircraft hangars and drone storage sites. The
newest barrage came after President Donald Trump telegraphed
that strikes would be intensifying.

Before the latest strikes, Iranian Interior Minister Eskandar
Momeni visited Pakistan, a key mediator in the conflict seeking
to revamp diplomacy. But it was unclear what new arrangement
might be reached to end the war, which lately has become a battle
for control over the Strait of Hormuz, a waterway vital to world
energy supplies. Speaking from the Oval Office on Tuesday,
Trump gave a dim view on possible talks, saying the US had "no
interest in meeting." He signalled that US forces could soon tar-
get an area of Iran close to one of its main sites for enriching
uranium. With negotiations and shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz largely stalled, both sides have sought to gain leverage
by targeting civilian infrastructure in the region relied on by mil-
lions of people. A barrage of US strikes hasn't loosened Iran's
grip on the strait, through which about one-fifth of the world's
crude oil and natural gas was shipped before the war. The US
continued its airstrikes on the Islamic Republic into Wednesday,
with Iranian air defences activating near the capital, Tehran. That
came after Iran attacked a tanker in the strait, forcing the crew to
abandon the ship. Iran also kept up attacks against US allies in
the region. Sirens in Bahrain and Kuwait warned residents of
incoming projectiles.

Hindus for Human Rights Activists Rally in

New York, San Jose Supporting Wangchuk

Washington: Activists from a US-based advocacy group held demonstra-
tions in New York and San Jose to express solidarity with activist Sonam
Wangchuk, who has been on an indefinite hunger strike in New Delhi over
alleged irregularities in the conduct of the NEET exams. Activists from the
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group said in a statement. "The youth of India deserve honest answers and a
future they can trust. The Indian citizenry deserves open dialogue and reform,
and it is time for the Indian government to take accountability," it said. Earlier
this week, Hindus for Human Rights urged the Indian government to reach

s—

'Hindus for Human Rights' gathered at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in New
York City's Union Square and San Jose on Monday evening carrying placards
bearing slogans in support of Wangchuk. The activists also raised slogans
against the Indian government and demanded the resignation of Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. Similar solidarity demonstrations were also
held outside the Indian High Commission in London and the Indian Embassy
in Dublin, the Hindus for Human Rights said in a statement here on Tuesday.
"Our protests sent a clear message, whether in New York or London, San Jose
or Dublin: India's students deserve to be treated with fairness and dignity," the

TVK, DMK Step Up Demand to Scrap

out to Wangchuk and other protesters who are on a hunger strike over alleged
irregularities in the conduct of the NEET exams.

On Saturday, Wangchuk was whisked away by the Delhi Police from the
protest site at Jantar Mantar to the Safdarjung Hospital after his health dete-
riorated due to over three weeks of fasting. He has since been moved to a
private hospital following a Delhi High Court order. Opposition parties have
come out in support of the Cockroach Janata Party and carried out massive
protests against the government in Delhi.

Tamil Nadu's ruling Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) has in-
tensified its demand for the abolition of the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET), joining the opposition in calling for the
medical entrance examination to be scrapped amid nationwide pro-
tests over alleged examination irregularities. In a statement issued
on Tuesday, TVK reiterated its "uncompromising and firm stand"
that NEET should be abolished altogether and urged the Centre to
restore full powers to states over medical education and admissions.

Meanwhile, reaffirming the DMK's long-standing opposition to
NEET, senior party leader T K S Elangovan on Wednesday called
for the immediate abolition of the centralised medical entrance ex-
amination, accusing the BJP-led Centre of sustaining a system that
"favours" commercial coaching centres and paper leak cartels over
meritorious students. Speaking to PTI , Elangovan said scrapping
NEET has remained a core promise in the DMK's election manifes-
tos and has consistently received public support in Tamil Nadu. He
argued that the present admission system disadvantages talented stu-

dents from underprivileged backgrounds who cannot afford expensive coaching, and cited the death of Ariyalur student Anitha as a defining moment in the
state's opposition to the examination. The TVK's remarks came as student protests over NEET and examination reforms gathered momentum in New Delhi.
Without naming the DMK, TVK also said it would never engage in "fraudulent politics" by promising to scrap NEET merely to win votes, an apparent

reference to the DMK's 2021 Assembly election pledge. Both parties, however, remain united in demanding the abolition of NEET and greater state control
over medical education.

Police Fire Tear Gas Shells, Lathicharge Students
Demanding Resignation of Pradhan

Patna: The Bihar Police on Wednesday
fired tear gas shells, used water cannon and
baton-charged to thwart a 'Lok Bhavan
march' of student leaders here, who were
demanding Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation over the _
NEET paper leak. The protesters had gath- 3
ered under the banner of the All India Stu- |8 : "J-.; .Tiii_._}'u N
dents' Association (AISA), an affiliate of the N8 [i- A |
CPI(ML) Liberation, and they faced the _’ "
police action near Gandhi Maidan, about _LL_,_
three km away from the Governor's resi- - o
dence.

CPI(ML) Liberation MLA Sandeep
Sourav, who is a former AISA national gen-

eral secretary, was leading the procession. "We are on the streets to bring the Modi government back to its senses. Our demand is
that in the wake of the brutal suppression of the Jantar Mantar protests, not only Pradhan, but also Union Home Minister Amit Shah
tender his resignation as the Delhi Police had acted upon his instructions," he told PTI Videos. Police could not immediately
confirm the number of people detained in connection with the protests here. Protesters of the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) contin-
ued their sit-in at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Wednesday, as the agitation over alleged irregularities in competitive examina-
tions entered its second month.
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