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Farmers Move to Delhi Against US Trade
Deal As Protests Rock Capital

v'-;".

Shambhu: Thousands of protesting farmers move towards Delhi for Kisan
Mahapanchayat amid massive student protests rock the capital city, on Tues-
day. The Kisan Mahapanchayat is being conducted to protest the India-US
trade deal. Haryana Police have erected barricades and placed cement blocks
at the Shambhu border point on Tuesday morning. Punjab farmer leader Sarwan
Singh Pandher accused the Nayab Singh Saini government of preventing them
from proceeding towards Delhi. Carrying flags of their outfits, farmers from
several places in Punjab gathered at the border point in the morning to head
towards the national capital. A day-long "Kisan Mahapanchayat" is being
organised at Kisan Ghat in Delhi under the banner of "Desh Bachao Morcha".
Heavy police deployment was made at the Shambhu border point between
Punjab and Haryana, and the bridge over the Ghaggar river was fenced to stop
the farmers.

Farmer leaders had earlier said that participants from several places, in-
cluding those in Punjab and Haryana, would take part in the Mahapanchayat.
As part of the plan, hundreds of farmers from across Punjab planned to travel
to Delhi in buses. Pandher said they wanted to proceed peacefully to Delhi,
but the Haryana government was stopping them at the Shambhu border. Speak-
ing to reporters, Pandher alleged that this exposed the "true face" of the Haryana
chief minister, who frequently visits Punjab and makes tall promises to people
there.

He added that farmers want the proposed India-US trade agreement to be
completely scrapped. Bharatiya Kisan Union (Shaheed Bhagat Singh) leader
Tejveer Singh said the Haryana Police has sealed the Shambhu border point
without any prior notice. The farmers' convoy departed from Gurdwara Sri
Fatehgarh Sahib on Tuesday morning. More than a thousand farmers had spent

Monday night at the sarai (pilgrims' inn) of the gurdwara. From the gurdwara,
they reached Madhopur, near Sirhind on the GT Road, and then proceeded
towards Shambhu. In Haryana's Kurukshetra, farmers claimed that they were
stopped near Jyotisar. In view of the farmers' protest, Haryana Police has
issued a traffic advisory to avoid delays and inconveniences. The advisory
asked commuters to take the Ambala Cantonment-Chandigarh-Lalru-Dera
Bassi-Zirakpur route to go to Punjab. Those going to Delhi from Punjab can
take the Rajpura-Lalru-Dera Bassi-Zirakpur-Ambala Cantonment route, it said.
On Monday, Bharatiya Kisan Union (Charuni) chief Gurnam Singh Charuni
was detained by police in Kurukshetra while he was heading to Delhi for the
Mahapanchayat. The outfit's spokesperson, Prince Waraich, claimed that the
Haryana Police had been detaining a large number of the outfit's workers to
prevent their participation in the protest. Farmers have been strongly oppos-
ing the India-US trade deal, claiming that it would adversely impact the
country's farming sector. They claimed that the proposed trade deal would
allow cheaper agricultural imports into India, affecting domestic farm incomes
and the country's agricultural economy. This would adversely affect farmers,
agricultural labourers, livestock rearers, small traders and micro industries,
they said. The farmers said that the proposed agreement would not be limited
to a few commodities but several, including agriculture, dairy, industry, digi-
tal trade, e-commerce, government procurement, intellectual property rights,
and the services sector. Demanding immediate intervention by the Centre,
farmers urged it to abandon the proposed trade deal and safeguard the inter-
ests of farmers and the common people. In February 2024, similar barricading
was carried out when farmers had given a call to go to Delhi to press the
Centre for a legal guarantee for the Minimum Support Price of their crops.

Rahul Gandhi Demands Parliament
Debate on NEET Brutality

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi along with some opposition MPs
met Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Tuesday and urged him to allow a dis-
cussion in the House on the "brutality unleashed" on students and the
government's "complete lack of accountability” for the examination
crisis.Besides Gandhi, SP's Dharmendra Yadav, Shiv Sena (UBT's) Arvind
Savant, RSP's N K Premchandran, among others, met the Speaker in his of-
fice before the House proceedings began.

In a post on X, Gandhi said, "Met the Hon'ble Lok Sabha Speaker today
along with MPs of the Opposition. Our demand is simple: Parliament must
have a detailed discussion on the brutality unleashed on students yesterday
and on the government's complete lack of accountability for the examination
crisis." Students were beaten for asking legitimate questions about their own
future, Gandhi said. If Parliament cannot discuss the future of India's youth,
what is it for, he asked.

"The Opposition will not let this be buried. We will ensure that the stu-
dents' voice will be heard on the streets, and in Parliament," Gandhi said.
Congress whip in the Lok Sabha Manickam Tagore said Gandhi along with
some other opposition MPs met Birla and sought a discussion on the "attack
on students" on Monday during the protest against the paper leak issue. "We
are demanding that Home Minister Amit Shah comes to the House and replies
on this," he said.

Earlier, INDIA bloc floor leaders met in the chamber of Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge before the start of the second
day of Parliament's Monsoon Session and deliberated on the opposition's strat-
egy. Besides Kharge, Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi,
the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Congress general secretaries Jairam
Ramesh and K C Venugopal, Samajwadi Party's Dharmendra Yadav, NCP

i
il m

(SP)'s Supriya Sule, Shiv Sena (UBT)'s Sanjay Raut, JMM's Mahua Maji,
CPI(M)'s John Brittas and P Santhosh Kumar, among others, attended the
meeting.

Opposition protests over the NEET paper 'leak’ issue stalled proceedings
in both Houses on the opening day of the Monsoon Session on Monday, as
chaos reigned outside with protesters led by CJP breaking barricades to reach
near the Parliament complex to press for Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan's resignation. Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha saw multiple adjournments
during the day as opposition MPs raised slogans, showed placards demanding
discussions on the NEET paper leak and also on alleged donation theft at Ram
temple. In Rajya Sabha, Kharge rose to speak on the NEET-UG 2026 paper
leak, saying the issue concerned the future of lakhs of students.

Five Dead After River Rescue

Attempt Turns

Five people have died on a river in Ohio after several of them
went into the water to help another person who was struggling to
swim, authorities said Monday. A motorist called 911 after spot-
ting a frightened child who had been with the group and was
running on a nearby road, Delaware County Sheriff Jeffrey Balzer
said at a news conference Monday. Two children under age 10
have been placed in the care of family services, the sheriff said,
including the child who ran for help.

The group had gathered Sunday along the Scioto River in the
Columbus suburb of Powell when one of them went into the

Tragic in Ohio

river to go swimming. "And that's when the tragedy started to
occur," Balzer said, as the others who jumped in to help also
began struggling. Rescue crews searching the water on Sunday
found two women, who were pronounced dead at a hospital,

Balzer said. The bodies of three men were found in the riveron |
Monday, said Tracy Whited, a spokesperson for the Delaware |

County Sheriff's Department. The tragedy occurred two days af-
ter five members of a family were killed in southern Utah after a
flash flood swept through canyons during a hiking trip.

PM Modi Announces
Ex Gratia After Sikkim
Tunnel Collapse

! . - U oM NS waildle !

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday spoke to Sikkim Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang and took stock of the situation arising out of a tunnel
collapse in Namchi district. The PM announced an ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh for
the families of those killed and Rs 50,000 for the injured. Eight workers were
killed after the tunnel that was under construction collapsed following a land-
slide on July 20, Tamang announced earlier on Tuesday.

"Anguished by the loss of lives due to the collapse of an under-construc-
tion tunnel in Namchi, Sikkim. I extend my deepest condolences to the be-
reaved families. I pray that those injured recover at the earliest," Modi said in
a post on X. The prime minister said an ex gratia of Rs 2 lakh will be given to
the next of kin of each deceased and Rs 50,000 will be given to those injured
in the incident from the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund.

Tamang said following the tragic incident at the NHPC Teesta Stage VI
Hydroelectric Project tunnel at Samardung, the PM spoke with him to enquire
about the situation and the ongoing rescue operations. "His words of concern
and compassion for the affected workers and their families, along with his
assurance of every possible assistance from the Government of India, have
provided immense strength and reassurance to the people of Sikkim during
this difficult hour," the CM said in a post on X.

He said National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response Force,
Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority, district administration, local
police, medical teams from Rangpo PHC and the local community are work-
ing tirelessly and in close coordination to support the rescue efforts and pro-
vide all possible assistance to those affected. "On behalf of the people of
Sikkim, I express my heartfelt gratitude to the Hon'ble Prime Minister for his
unwavering support, thoughtful concern, and steadfast solidarity with our State
in this moment of grief. We deeply value his continued guidance and the Gov-
ernment of India's commitment to standing with Sikkim in every possible way,"
Tamang said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) Moves SC
Against Speaker Nod on 6
MPs Merger with Shinde

The Shiv Sena (UBT) on Tuesday moved the Supreme Court challenging
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla's approval to the merger of its six MPs with the
Shiv Sena led by Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde. Senior
advocate Devadatt Kamat, appearing for the Shiv Sena (UBT), mentioned the
matter before a bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M Pancholi. Kamat urged the bench that the plea be listed for hear-
ing on Wednesday.

"We will see," the CJI said. Kamat told the bench that on July 18, the
Speaker gave approval to the merger of six Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs with the
Shiv Sena led by Shinde. "The Speaker has recognised the merger (of six
MPs)," he said, adding that this has become a national phenomenon as MPs
are merging with those against whom they had contested and won the elec-
tions. Ahead of the Monsoon Session, Birla on July 18 approved the merger
of six Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs with the Shiv Sena led by Shinde. PTTABA SJK
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