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Social Media Erupts With Joy as Every Woman's Safety
Vikram-1 Makes Historic success

Social media was flooded with reactions on Saturday after Skyroot Aero-
space successfully launched Vikram-1, India's first privately developed or-
bital-class rocket, from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, with leaders and
citizens alike hailing the feat as a historic moment for the country's private
space sector. Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy congratulated the
Skyroot Aerospace team, calling the launch a new pinnacle for India's space
industry and entrepreneurial spirit.

"The launch of Vikram-1 represents a new pinnacle both for India's space
industry and the limits of entrepreneurial possibilities. My compliments to the
entire @SkyrootA team as they launch India's first private orbital launch. Your
achievement reaffirms that in a New India and under the leadership of Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi Ji, the sky is not the limit-deep space is-
for our innovators, investors and entrepreneurs,” Reddy posted on X.

He noted that Vikram-1 is significant for several reasons, being India's
first all-carbon composite orbital rocket powered by a 3D-printed engine.
"Beyond enabling commercially viable satellite launches by the private sec-

tor, the mission is also testing technologies that could contribute to tackling
the challenge of space debris," he said. Reddy also pointed out the symbolic
timing of the launch. "That this launch comes exactly 46 years after the launch
of India's pioneering SLV-3 makes it a fitting tribute to the generations of
scientists and engineers who laid the foundation for today's achievements.
India is rooting for Team Skyroot," he added.

"Liftoff of Skyroot Aerospace's Vikram-1 rocket at 12:05 PM IST from
the First Launch Pad at SHAR! The era of commercial spaceflight has begun
in India," ISRO Spaceflight posted. The Indian Embassy in Abu Dhabi also
extended its congratulations to the Skyroot team over the successful mission.
"A new achievement added to India's journey in the field of space! Congratu-
lations to the @ SkyrootA team on the successful launch of the Vikram-1 rocket,
the first fully privately developed space launch vehicle in India. This achieve-
ment embodies India's leadership in innovation, entrepreneurship, and tech-
nological excellence," the Indian Embassy in Abu Dhabi posted.

Egypt's 'Garbage City' Recyclers Reap
Gains From Iran War Plastic Squeeze

Cairo : In the labyrinthine alleyways of Cairo's Garbage City, recycling
specialist Peter Romany finds himself fielding calls from factories scrambling
for plastic to plug supply shortfalls caused by the Iran war. The 25-year-old is
among the hundreds of recyclers and manufacturers across Egypt benefiting
from a war-driven surge in demand ever since the United States and Iran choked
off the Strait of Hormuz -- a major shipping lane for the raw materials from
which plastic is made. At the heart of the boom is the sprawling eastern Cairo
settlement of Manshiyet Nasser, where generations of garbage collectors have
built one of the world's most sophisticated informal recycling systems. "Be-
fore the war, we were the ones calling factories, trying to sell our material,"
Romany told AFP, standing beside towering bales of compressed plastic. "But
after the war broke out, the factories started calling us. They'd ask: How much
do you have? Can you deliver today? That never used to happen." The settle-
ment handles more than a third of the capital's waste, according to govern-
ment figures. Families live and work under the same roof, often separated
from mountains of waste by little more than a staircase or curtain, exposing
them to foul odours, plastic fumes and other health risks. Downstairs, men
sort plastics, cardboard, paper, metals and glass into neat piles destined for
workshops and factories. Upstairs, children pore over schoolbooks, mothers
prepare lunch and television sets flicker in cramped living rooms, all against
the constant background noise of shredders whining and baling presses pound-
ing below. The smell of rubbish hangs heavy in the air as pickup trucks and
handcarts crawl through narrow alleyways, unloading the day's collections

while children weave between them chasing footballs. It's a well-oiled ma-
chine, kicked into overdrive by a war more than a thousand kilometres away.
- Cash upfront - Romany specialises in recycled polyethylene, one of the world's
most widely used plastics and a key ingredient in packaging. According to the
pricing agency Independent Commodity Intelligence Services (ICIS), the
Middle East is a major global supplier of polyethylene, with around 85 percent
of its exports passing through the strait. Egypt imports around 40 percent of its
raw plastic materials, mainly from Gulf countries, Europe, China and South
Korea, according to the Chamber of Chemical Industries. Packaging and plastic
prices have more than doubled for some products, three industry sources told
AFP, pushing manufacturers towards locally recycled alternatives. Factories that
would normally delay payment started putting down cash upfront "because they
were so eager to secure material", said Rizq Yousif, who mainly recycles PET,
the plastic widely used in beverage and food packaging. Yousif told AFP de-
mand had tripled, while prices for some recycled plastics increased by up to 60
percent. - A temporary boom? - The disruption has been good for local business
all along the value chain. "We have been in this business for 16 years," said
Fayrouz El-Sayed, chief executive of Sadat City Chemical Fibre Factory, which
produces polyester fibres from used plastic bottles. But only since the latest
crisis have they managed to crack new markets as far away as Brazil, she said.
Nesma El-Areef, senior marketing and sales manager at Uflex Egypt, which
converts plastic waste into new packaging materials, said demand for the
company's recycled products rose by up to 40 percent.

Is Our Priority: AP CM
Naidu Andhra Pradesh

f o A

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu said he was deeply disturbed by the alleged assault on a
woman in Guntur. According to reports, the woman was alleg-
edly stripped and assaulted during a dispute over a drinking wa-
ter motor connection. Condemning the incident, Naidu said the
humiliation of any woman is completely unacceptable and has
no place in society. He said a criminal case has been registered,
the accused has been arrested, and the party functionary alleg-
edly involved in the incident has been suspended. Reaffirming
his government's commitment to women's safety, Naidu said, "My
government's commitment is unequivocal: the law will be en-
forced fairly and firmly, without fear or favour. No individual
will receive protection on account of political affiliation. Every
woman in Andhra Pradesh must have the confidence that her
dignity and safety will always be protected.

Two Youths Detained For
Painting Sonam Wangchuk
Portrait On Public Wall

Guwahati : Amid the growing support for activist Sonam Wangchuk,
police on Saturday detained two youths for painting a portrait of activ-
ist Sonam Wangchuk on a public roadside wall without prior permis-
sion near Jyoti Bishnu Bhawan in Khanapara area of the capital city.
The detained youths have been identified as Nakul Mili of Dibrugarh
and Gaurav Singh of Dakshin Gaon in Guwahati. Informing that they
were detained by a night patrolling team of Dispur Police after paint-
ing the portrait on the public wall, police said that prior permission is
mandatory for painting on public or government property and that ac-
tion was initiated as the artwork was created without authorisation.

The duo are also accused of violating the chief minister's directive
against defacing public property. Police said that an FIR has been reg-
istered at Dispur Police Station under Case No. 524/26, and legal pro-
ceedings have been initiated against both individuals. Police however
clarified that they would be released after being served notices to ap-
pear before the investigating officer, in accordance with legal proce-
dure.

Meanwhile, a separate case has also been registered at Basistha
Police Station in connection with paintings made beneath the Basistha
Flyover. Police said that those involved in that incident would also be
detained as part of the investigation. Guwahati police asserted that no
one is permitted to paint or deface public or government property with-
out prior permission and warned that strict action would be taken against
such violations in the future.

In a related development the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) ,
the Students' Federation of India (SFI) and the Democratic Youth Fed-
eration of India (DYFI), Assam state committees, staged separate dem-
onstrations in in Guwabhati in support of activist Sonam Wangchuk. “It
is strange that the government is unwilling to undertake a dialogue on
the issue and does not want to be accountable. In a democracy, elected
representatives are responsible for listening to the people. What is the
problem in discussing the irregularities that took place in national ex-
aminations?” students leaders asked.

Rejecting attempts to portray the agitation as anti-national, students
said, “Sonam Wangchuk is not anti-national. We, too, are not anti-
national. We love this country and our land of Assam. We are demand-
ing better education reforms and a better future for students." Draw-
ing parallels with Assam, the spokesperson alleged that governments
were increasingly prioritising corporate interests over people's con-
cerns. “Instead of addressing the concerns of citizens, governments
are working in the interests of big investors. Social activists are being
arrested for raising issues related to land and people's rights. We stand
with Sonam Wangchuk and cannot allow him to die. If something hap-
pens to him, the government will have to answer for it,” he said. Se-
nior journalist Maini Mahanta, who joined the protest, said Wangchuk's
stature and contribution to society makes the government's silence
deeply troubling.
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