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Delhi HC to Hear Plea
on Sonam Wangchuk's
ealth on Thursday

The Delhi High Court on
interest litigation (PIL) seeking urgent medical treatment and life-saving in-
tervention for climate activist Sonam Wangchuk, whose indefinite hunger strike
at Jantar Mantar entered its 18th day. Taking note of the urgency surrounding
his deteriorating health, a Bench of Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia deferred the hearing by a day due to the Delhi High Court Bar
Association's ongoing abstention from work.

The petition seeks directions to the Union government and the Delhi gov-
ernment to ensure immediate medical treatment for Wangchuk, initiate dia-
logue with him on the issues raised during the protest, and take all necessary
steps to safeguard his life. According to the plea, Wangchuk has lost around
8.25-8.5 kg since beginning the fast and is suffering repeated episodes of low
blood sugar, dizziness, severe muscle loss and extreme weakness.

Citing a newspaper report published on July 14, the petitioner argued that
Wangchuk's condition has deteriorated to the extent that his life could be at
serious risk if the hunger strike continues. The urgency application submitted
before the High Court states that the matter concerns the life of a public activ-
ist and that immediate judicial intervention is necessary to prevent irreparable
harm.

Wangchuk joined the agitation launched by the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
on June 28, demanding accountability over alleged irregularities in the NEET
examination and the resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The organisation has alleged that repeated examination glitches have
shattered students' faith in the country's competitive examination system. It
has also unveiled a five-point examination reform charter seeking greater trans-
parency and accountability in national entrance tests.

The CJP has announced a peaceful march to Parliament on July 20, the
opening day of the Monsoon Session, urging students, parents and citizens
across the country to participate. In an appeal posted on social media,
Wangchuk said Parliament was the appropriate forum to raise the concerns of
students and called on people from across India to join the march. Health
Concerns Intensify Supporters claim Wangchuk's physical condition has wors-
ened steadily over the past two weeks. According to CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke, the activist is suffering from severe muscle loss and remains in "im-
mense pain" but has refused to end his fast. The PIL notes that Wangchuk's
repeated episodes of hypoglycaemia, coupled with rapid weight loss, require
immediate medical attention. The petition argues that despite the alarming
deterioration in his health, authorities have failed to respond adequately, mak-
ing judicial intervention essential. Political Leaders Appeal for Dialogue As
concerns mounted, leaders across the political spectrum appealed both to
Wangchuk to end his fast and to the government to initiate dialogue. Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor issued an open letter urging Wangchuk to call off the
hunger strike, saying he had already awakened the nation's conscience. Tharoor
said Parliament, which reconvenes next week, provides the appropriate demo-
cratic platform to raise students' concerns. He also appealed to the govern-
ment to engage with the protesters, describing dialogue as "an act of states-
manship, not weakness." Several other leaders, including Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee, Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav, Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray and AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal,
have also appealed to Wangchuk to end his fast while urging the Centre to
address the protesters' demands. Thackeray has announced plans to visit Jantar
Mantar on July 20 and called upon Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and others
to extend support to the students' movement. Celebrities Extend Support The
protest has also received support from several prominent personalities. Actor
Swara Bhasker visited Wangchuk at Jantar Mantar and expressed solidarity
with the ongoing agitation through social media. Comedian Vir Das urged the
government to engage in dialogue, saying any citizen undertaking such a pro-
longed hunger strike deserved to be heard. Veteran actor Zeenat Aman ap-
pealed to the government not to "sit back and watch one of India's greatest
minds be sacrificed," while actor Omi Vaidya also voiced concern over
Wangchuk's declining health. Meanwhile, a viral social media video by food
vlogger Aayush Sapra, in which he reviewed snacks being served at the pro-
test venue and joked about Wangchuk's fast, sparked widespread criticism
online, with many users calling the content insensitive and disrespectful. As
the hunger strike enters its third week, all eyes are now on the Delhi High
Court and the government's response, with supporters warning that any fur-
ther delay in medical intervention or dialogue could have irreversible conse-
quences.

Fresh US Strikes Hit
Iran's Bushehr Port
City World

resh US strikes hit Iran's southern port city of Bushehr, home
to the country's only civilian nuclear plant, state news agency
IRNA reported on Wednesday. "The American enemy attacked
three locations in Bushehr today," the city governor, Mohammad
Mozafari told IRNA, the day after another attack as Washington
and Tehran stepped up their military confrontation.
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BRICS Labour Ministers Meet in
Hyderabad to Shape Future of Work

BRICS LABOUR AND EMPLOYI

MIMISTRY

Hyderabad: The BRICS Labour and Employment Ministers’
meeting was successfully held in Hyderabad under India’s BRICS
Chairship 2026, bringing together Ministers, Heads of Delega-
tion, representatives of BRICS member countries, workers’ and
employers’ organizations, and knowledge partners to deliberate
on key issues shaping the future of work. The meeting was con-
vened under India’s Chairship theme, “Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability,” and focused on ad-
vancing collective action in the areas of social protection, labour
market formalization, women’s workforce participation, skills
development, and the use of digital technologies for inclusive
and resilient labour markets

Welcoming delegations to Hyderabad, Union Minister of
Labour and Employment, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya said India's
Chairship has been guided by the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approached with a ‘people-centric’ approach and
in the spirit of ‘Humanity First’. Highlighting India's own re-
form journey, the Minister said India consolidated 29 outdated
labour laws into four modern Labour Codes in November 2025,

IENT MINISTERS' MEETING

M

EMPLOYMENT
NDIA

marking a landmark reform that creates a worker-centric ecosys-
tem for India's 1.4 billion citizens. The Minister noted that the e-
Shram portal has enabled unique identification, de-duplication
and seamless access to welfare benefits for over 317 million reg-
istered unorganised workers. The National Career Service por-
tal, he said, combines job-matching, skills mapping and coun-
selling, with the flexible design of India's digital platforms al-
lowing rapid expansion of services to new worker categories such
as platform workers. India has also shared this technology with
partner countries, including Mauritius, he added.

Dr. Mandaviya underlined India’s consistent initiatives to
strengthen international labour mobility by connecting its skilled,
future-ready workforce with emerging global opportunities. He
noted that India today hosts more than 2,100 Global Capability
Centres employing 2.35 million professionals and generating
nearly USD 98 billion in annual revenue. The Minister
emphasised that BRICS shares a responsibility to shape a future
of work that is productive and equitable. “This forum provides a
unique opportunity for the Global South to shape solutions that
are practical, inclusive and people-centric,” he emphasised.

Punjab Farmers Stage Motorcycle March

byt £5

_Against India-US Trade Deal

= b AR Nl
Hoshiarpur: Farmers took out a motorcycle march on Wedday
here to protest against the proposed India-US trade deal, alleging it
would adversely impact the country's farming sector. The march was
taken out on a call given by different farming bodies under the banner
of 'Desh Bachao Morcha' in Punjab. The march was taken out by the
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh Committee (Piddi Group). Led by the outfit's
district president Paramjit Singh Bhulla and district general secretary
Kuldip Singh Begowal, the march commenced after an 'ardas’' (prayer)
at Gurdwara Pull Pukhta Sahib near Tanda and passed through Tanda,
Dasuya and Miani. The protesters later reached the office of Dasuya
Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Kanwaljit Singh and submitted a
memorandum addressed to the prime minister, demanding the imme-
diate withdrawal of the proposed India-US trade agreement. In the
memorandum, the protesters alleged that the proposed trade pact would
adversely affect farmers, agricultural labourers, livestock rearers, small
traders and micro industries.
They claimed the agreement would allow cheaper agricultural im-

o

ports into India, affecting domestic farm incomes and the country's
agricultural economy. Addressing a gathering, Bhulla alleged that the
proposed trade agreement would be detrimental to farmers, particu-
larly small and marginal cultivators, by exposing them to competition
from cheaper imported agricultural produce. The protesting farmers
claimed that the agreement would prove to be a "death decree" for
farmers, asserting that it would not be acceptable under any circum-
stances.

Bhulla also criticised the Punjab government's land pooling policy,
alleging that it would divert fertile agricultural land for residential
and commercial projects, reduce cultivable land and adversely affect
the livelihood of farming families. He further claimed the policy would
primarily benefit large builders and real estate companies. The pro-
testers raised slogans against the Centre and the Punjab government
and urged farmers, agricultural labourers and the youth to unite over
issues concerning the farming sector.
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