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Kanimozhi Seeks Action
Against TVK Functionary,
Questions Vijay's Silence

Chennai : Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) MP Kanimozhi on Tues-
day questioned the alleged delay in police action over a complaint against a
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) functionary accused of sexually harassing
and attempting to kidnap a young woman in Tamil Nadu's Karur district, and
urged TVK chief and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Vijay to take immediate
action. In a post on X, Kanimozhi questioned why no action had been taken
despite a police complaint being filed against the Krishnarayapuram TVK
Union Secretary.

"Why has no appropriate action been taken despite a police complaint
being filed against the Krishnarayapuram TVK Union Secretary, who sexu-
ally harassed and attempted to kidnap a young woman near Kulithalai?" she
wrote. She further targeted Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Vijay and said that the
chief minister should not only take immediate action against the accused but
also school his party members on self-discipline.

"Chief Minister Mr. @ TVKVijayHQ, who holds the police portfolio, should
not only take immediate action against the accused party member but also,
first and foremost, school his party members on self-discipline,” she added.
Kanimozhi's remarks came amid allegations that a TVK Union Secretary from
Krishnarayapuram sexually harassed a young woman and attempted to kid-
nap her near Kulithalai. The DMK MP questioned the lack of action despite a
police complaint having been filed and demanded immediate action against
the accused.

Zeenat Aman urges Union
Govt to Open dialogue
with Fasting Wangchuk

New Delhi: Veteran actor Zeenat Aman on Tuesday appealed
to the central government to open a dialogue with education re-
former and climate activist Sonam Wangchuk, who has been on
hunger strike since June 28, saying India should not "sit back
and watch one of its greatest minds be sacrificed". In a post on
Instagram, the veteran star said the government must have "peace-
ful" talks with Wangchuk as it concerns the "future of all India".

"We must not become a society that sits back and watches
one of its greatest minds be sacrificed. India has a long history of
peaceful protest; those who wield power are obliged to meet such
protest with peaceful dialogue," Aman wrote. "With respect to
Mr. Wangchuk's wishes, I implore the Indian government to open
dialogue on this matter that concerns the future of all India," she
added.

Wangchuk has been on an indefinite hunger strike at Delhi's
Jantar Mantar after joining the Cockroach Janata Party's (CJP)
protest demanding education minister Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation over alleged irregularities in the NEET examination
on June 28. According to the organisers, Wangchuk has lost 8.2
kilograms since he began fasting. His latest medical parameters
showed a blood pressure of 107/70 mmHg and a blood glucose
level of 67 mg/dL.

"I read in a news article that Mr. Wangchuk, '...has started
losing muscle mass and is in immense pain.' And that, when asked
to end his fast, he replied 'Don't ask me to end my fast. Ask the
government why they won't even have a dialogue'," she wrote.
Aman then noted Wangchuk's achievements as the founder of
the Students' Educational and Cultural Movement of Ladakh
(SECMOL), inventor of the "ice stupa", an advocate of educa-
tional reform in Ladakh and an environmental activist whose
work has earned global recognition. The 74-year-old also said
that Wangchuk inspired the character of Phunsukh Wangdu, por-
trayed by Aamir Khan in the 2009 blockbuster "3 Idiots". "By all
accounts Mr. Wangdu is a brilliant and conscientious man, one
that has been recognised globally for his social impact with ump-
teen prestigious awards," she said.

Missile Hits Tanker Off Oman Amid
Strait of Hormuz Escalation

A tanker was struck by a missile
off the coast of Oman, the UK Mari-
time Trade Operations agency said on
Tuesday, as Iran and the United States |
exchanged fire over control of the ;
Strait of Hormuz. "UKMTO has re-
ceived a report of an incident 13NM
southeast of Limah, Oman. A tanker
has reported being hit by a missile
while transiting outbound on the
southern route. Authorities are inves-
tigating," the British organisation said
in a statement.

COLUMBIA: Lindsey Graham’s sister, Darline Graham Nordone,
has been named as her late brother's temporary replacement in the
U.S. Senate after his unexpected death over the weekend. South Caro-
lina Gov. Henry McMaster announced at a news conference at the
Statehouse on Monday that Nordone would serve the remaining months
on Graham's current term, which expires in January. Senate Majority
Leader John Thune said afterward that she will be sworn in Tuesday
afternoon.

Nordone will be the first woman to represent the state in the Sen-
ate. “It 1s such an honor,” she said, as dozens of Graham staffers and
campaign advisers stood behind her, some with eyes glassy from well-
ing tears. “Lindsey has always been there for me. And now, I will be
there for him.” Graham died on Saturday night at age 71. He never
married or had a family of his own, but Nordone was often by her
brother's side for the political touch points of his career, speaking at
events and appearing in some of his campaign ads.

After their parents died at a young age, Graham was left to raise
his sister, for whom he later became legal guardian. They were very
close, and she was there as he filed reelection paperwork earlier this
year, along with her children and grandchildren. “To Lindsey, I miss
you more than I can even put into words," Nordone said, emotion ris-
ing in her voice. "But I'm going to do this. I got it.”

Introducing Nordone, McMaster said the two had spoken in “in
the wee hours of Sunday morning” after Graham's death, and he asked
her to serve. “I had wondered what you would say, and I was humbled
by your quickness to see the duty that you had to serve,” McMaster
said. He added that President Donald Trump “thought it was a great
idea” when he later told him of his pick. Trump announced his support
for Nardone to fill the seat earlier Monday.

Nordone has worked as an optician and at various state agencies,
including the South Carolina Commission for the Blind and the De-
partment of Employment and Workforce. She lives in Lexington, is a
graduate of the College of Charleston and has a master’s degree in
rehabilitation counseling. How will a special primary work? A special
election will be held next month to pick a new Republican nominee in
the general election for Graham’s seat. He had been seeking a fifth
term this year. The rare open Senate seat has ignited a scramble among
South Carolina’s most ambitious conservatives, who have been eager
to climb the political ladder. Republicans just finished a sprawling
and bruising contest to figure out their nominee for succeeding
McMaster, who is wrapping up his second term. State Attorney Gen-
eral Alan Wilson won the nomination , overcoming a field that in-
cluded Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette, Rep. Nancy Mace and Ralph Norman
— all of whom are now eyeing Graham’s seat following his death over
the weekend. According to South Carolina law, a one-week filing pe-
riod for a special primary election begins on the second Tuesday after

the candidate’s death, or July 21. The special primary election would
be held on the second Tuesday after that filing period closes, or Aug.
11. Any necessary runoff would follow two weeks after that, or Aug.
25. From that point, the new nominee would have just over two months
to campaign for the general election on Nov. 3. All of this is problem-
atic according to federal law, which requires military and overseas
ballots to go out 45 days before any federal election. For the special
election primary, that would have been June 27. Federal Election Com-
mission officials didn’t immediately return a message seeking clarity
about the process. Who could replace Graham? Graham died on Sat-
urday night, and a preliminary medical examiner report said he suf-
fered a tear in his aorta, known as an aortic dissection. In the hours
after Graham's death was announced, South Carolina’s Republican
circles were already swirling with rumors about possible replacements.
Evette, who has served nearly eight years alongside McMaster and
received his endorsement in the governor's race, is one possibility. She
lost the June 23 runoff to Wilson. Mace and Norman could run in the
special primary as well. Neither of them are running for reelection to
their House seats. But another Republican from the state, Rep. Russell
Fry, could be a possibility. The two-term lawmaker represents the grow-
ing area around Myrtle Beach, and he's been a top Trump ally. Busi-
nessman Mark Lynch, whom Graham defeated in the primary, may
jump into the race. So could Mark Sanford, the state's former gover-
nor who served two separate stints in the House. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, who lived in South Carolina before joining the Trump
administration, has fielded calls about potentially replacing Graham
but doesn’t have interest in the role and enjoys working for the presi-
dent, according to a person who insisted on anonymity to describe
private conversations. How does Graham's death affect the general
election? No Democrat has won a Senate seat in South Carolina in
decades, and Republicans in recent history typically take statewide
seats by double digits. When Graham last ran in 2020, he defeated his
Democratic opponent, Jaime Harrison, by a 10 percentage point mar-
gin . So while history suggests that Graham was en route to a fifth
term, Republicans are carefully surveying the landscape. Charleston
pediatrician Annie Andrews won the Democratic nomination last month
and has raised more than $8 million in the race, and she had just under
$3 million cash on hand at the end of May, according to federal fil-
ings. Graham had taken in $6 million, with just over $4 million on
hand. In a statement Sunday, Andrews called on South Carolinians to
join her “in setting partisanship aside and offering gratitude" to Gra-
ham for his service. Harrison, noting that he and Graham ‘“had our
share of political disagreements,” wrote on social media that he “al-
ways appreciated that even in our fiercest political battles, we could
still share a conversation, a laugh, and a mutual respect for South Caro-
lina and the institutions we were both privileged to serve.”
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