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Future Wars Will Still Be Won By Resolve
And Soldiers : Defence Min Rajnath Singh

Visakhapatnam : Future wars may be fought with Artificial Intelligence,
but they will still be won by national resolve, trained soldiers and robust mili-
tary power, Defence Minister Rajanth Singh said on Saturday. Speaking at the
commissioning ceremony of INA Mahendragiri here, Singh also said Andhra
Pradesh has emerged as a new powerhouse of India's defence and aerospace
manufacturing. SouthAsians & Diaspora "Future wars may be fought with
Artificial Intelligence, but they will still be won by national resolve, trained
soldiers and the capable military power. So, I would say that new technolo-
gies and conventional platforms are not opposed to each other, but supple-
ment each other, complete each other. Without conventional platforms, new
technologies are incomplete in themselves," he said.

According to Singh, it is certain that new technologies have certainly re-
shaped warfare, but they have not diminished the role of conventional warfare
means. The strong conventional capability that is still necessary for the
fulfilment of basic principles of war is as important as it was before. Describ-
ing INS Mahendragiri as part of the Project 17A Nilgiri-class stealth frigate
programme, he said it was the sixth project 17A frigate and the last of the four
warships built by MDL under the programme.

Calling it the concluding jewel of MDL's Project 17A series, he expressed
confidence that the shipyard would continue building similar advanced war-
ships. Recalling the induction of earlier Project 17A frigates, Singh said INS
Nilgiri was commissioned in January 2025, INS Udaygiri and INS Himgiri in
August 2025, INS Taragiri in April 2026 and INS Dunagiri in June 2026 be-
fore INS Mahendragiri joined the Navy on Saturday. Singh said INS
Mahendragiri has a full-load displacement of about 6,670 tonnes, can attain
speeds of up to 28 knots and is capable of simultaneously countering aerial
threats, enemy surface vessels and submarinesas a multi-mission stealth frig-
ate.

TMC Loyal Side At
Calcutta HC For No Access
To 3 Frozen Bank Accounts

Kolkata: A day after getting an interim relief from the Calcutta High Court
to run its three frozen bank accounts through an HC-appointed special officer
to meet daily expenses, Trinamul Congress supremo Mamata Banerjee and
her loyalists again moved the HC for failing to operate them still due to a
similar action by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in its money laundering
probe. Their counsel Kishor Dutta drew the attention of Justice Krishna Rao
at the HC to their grievance on Friday. He alleged that Ms Banerjee's follow-
ers can not access their party's three accounts at a private bank as the ED also
froze them with a total balance of ?7440.42 crores under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act recently following the steps of the Bidhannagar City
Police. Mr Dutt further pointed out that the stalemate unfolded even after
Justice Sougata Bhattacharya of the HC granted Ms Banerjee's loyalists lim-
ited access on Thursday to the three bank accounts through supervision of a
special officer, Subrata Talukdar, also a retired judge. After hearing his sub-
mission, Justice Rao allowed them to file a petition. The matter is expected to
be heard next week. Meanwhile, Ms Banerjee's camp suffered yet another
blow as the state police froze 12 more bank accounts of their party in two
phases. These accounts, which exist in some PSU and private banks in and
around Kolkata, are estimated to have nearly 71000 crores in deposits, ac-
cording to sources.

Russia Attacking
Kyiv with Missiles,
Explosions Heard

KYTV, Ukraine: AFP journalists heard two series of explo-
sions in Ukraine's capital Kyiv on Saturday, with an air alert si-
ren sounding minutes after the first blast. Moscow has been fir-
ing missiles and drones at Kyiv almost daily since launching its
invasion in February 2022. But a spate of deadly attacks using
dozens of ultra-fast ballistic missiles have recently challenged
Ukraine's air defences.

In one such attack this week, the blast of a missile over the
Kyiv skyline rocked sleeping residents even before the city's air
alert sirens managed to sound. Tymur Tkachenko, head of Kyiv's
military administration, confirmed on Telegram that Russia was
"attacking the capital with missiles". He urged residents to "stay
in a safe place". AFP heard at least five explosions early Satur-
day, followed by a second wave shortly after. The attacks came
one day after Ukrainian drone strikes hit oil refineries in south-
ern Russia, as Kyiv targets its foe's energy infrastructure.

Thousands Shelter in Taiwan as Typhoon Lashes Japan Islands

KEELUNG, Taiwan: More than 14,000
people in Taiwan have fled their homes, and
many shops remain closed, as a typhoon pound-
ing Japan's remote southwestern islands swept
towards China on Saturday. Typhoon Bavi &
knocked out power to thousands in Okinawa =
and lashed northern Taiwan as it bore down on
storm-battered China, where it is expected to
make landfall early Sunday. Streets were largely
deserted in Taiwan's port city of Keelung, which
is expected to be one of the hardest hit areas on
the island, as Bavi whipped up strong winds
and dumped heavy rain.

"Everyone is afraid of the severe weather
and staying indoors, but I only came out be-
cause I have orders," a breakfast shop owner
surnamed Tsai told AFP. "Some people are on
duty and wouldn't have anything to eat so I still
need to deliver food to them," the 50-year-old
said. "If the wind and rain start picking up in a
bit, I'll be heading home early." After hitting
Guam and the Northern Marianas on Monday
as a super typhoon, Bavi was downgraded to a
typhoon as it moved across the Pacific Ocean.
Also Read - Trump Says 1,000 Missiles Locked
an Bavi's maximum sustained wind speeds
slowed to 144 kilometres (89 miles) per hour,
with gusts of around 180 kilometres per hour,
on Saturday, Taiwan's Central Weather Admin-
istration (CWA) said, as the storm "weakened

i

. The CWA warned of "extremely torrential rain" across northern Taiwan and
"dangerous waves" of up to 10 metres (33 feet) high along the coast as Bavi neared the
island's north. More than 27,000 households are without power. "The typhoon's impact will
be more significant during the daytime today," CWA forecaster Jason Cheng told AFP. "The
period of greatest impact is expected around noon through the afternoon." Bavi had been on
track on Friday to be the largest typhoon to hit Taiwan in more than 30 years, but since then
its strong-wind radius has shrunk to 350 kilometres, Cheng said.

PM Modi Holds Bilateral
Talks with New Zealand
Counterpart Luxon

Auckland: Prime Minister Narendra Modi held bilateral talks with his
New Zealand counterpart, Christopher Luxon, in Auckland on Saturday (lo-
cal time). The bilateral discussions were preceded by a ceremonial welcome
at the Government House, where Prime Minister Modi was accorded a Guard
of Honour. Later today, the Prime Minister is scheduled to interact with promi-
nent business and sports personalities. Reflecting the strong people-to-people
ties between India and New Zealand, the Prime Minister will also address a
large gathering of the Indian diaspora, as per the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

On Friday, shortly after arriving in Auckland, PM Modi described his
visit as "historic." In a post on X, he thanked Prime Minister Luxon for the
welcome at the airport and highlighted that this is the first visit by an Indian
Prime Minister to New Zealand in four decades. "Reached Auckland a short
while ago. Thankful to Prime Minister Luxon for the welcome at the airport.
This visit is historic, being the first Prime Ministerial visit to New Zealand in
four decades," he wrote.

Sharing visuals of his arrival, PM Modi expressed optimism regarding
his talks with PM Luxon on the bilateral partnership and his upcoming com-
munity address. "Look forward to holding talks with Prime Minister Luxon
and discussing the complete range of the India-NZ friendship. I will also be
addressing a community programme tomorrow in Auckland," he added. PM
Modi arrived in Auckland on Friday and was greeted by Prime Minister Chris-
topher Luxon, with whom he shared a warm embrace. This visit is taking
place at the invitation of Prime Minister Luxon.

Following the signing of a Free Trade Agreement in April this year, this
visit is expected to act as a catalyst to generate further momentum in trade and
bilateral relations. The two leaders previously held a bilateral meeting in New
Delhi on March 17, 2025, during Prime Minister Luxon's official visit to In-
dia. History Before arriving in Auckland, PM Modi concluded a highly suc-
cessful visit to Australia, where he participated in the third Australia-India
Annual Leaders' Summit with his Australian counterpart, Anthony Albanese.
That visit marked a significant milestone in the two nations' six-year Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership. The meeting, hosted in Melbourne, resulted in
a landmark suite of agreements focused on reinforcing Indo-Pacific security
architecture, securing critical mineral supply chains, and accelerating the tran-
sition to clean energy.

We Have Zero Trust in US:
Ghalibaf Says Iran Prepared
for Full-Scale Defence

Tehran: Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf stressed
on Friday (local time) that Tehran remains prepared for "full-scale defence"
should the US betray the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the two
countries last month. In an official Telegram post regarding his meeting with
the Speaker of the Indonesian People's Consultative Assembly, Ahmad Muzani,
Ghalibaf asserted that Iran has "zero trust" in the US, a sentiment he said he
communicated to American Vice President JD Vance during the recent peace
negotiations.

"During the negotiations, I made it clear to the Vice President of the United
States that we have zero trust in you. In my view, only those prepared for war
can negotiate with the U.S. We have never ceased our preparations to defend
our country. The moment the Americans betray any understanding, we are
prepared for a full-scale defence; we will stand firmly against them and will
claim the rights of the Iranian nation," the post stated. These remarks come
against the backdrop of recent comments by U.S. President Donald Trump,
who stated that while Washington has agreed to continue talks with the Is-
lamic Republic at Tehran's request, US considers the ceasefire between the
two sides to be "over." "The Islamic Republic of Iran has asked us to continue
'talks.' We have agreed to do so, but the United States has stated to them, in no
uncertain terms, that the ceasefire is OVER!" Trump wrote in a post on Truth
Social. Trump's comments coincide with the arrival of Qatari negotiators in
Iran, who are attempting to ease tensions and resume U.S.-Iran talks. Accord-
ing to CNN, citing a diplomat familiar with the matter, the visit was planned in
coordination with the United States. The talks aim to de-escalate tensions and
facilitate a potential return to negotiations between Washington and Tehran.
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