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Aadhaar E-Sign for
SIR Forms Stoke
Voter Concerns

Hyderabad: Online enumeration form registrations in Telangana have
crossed one lakh, even as concerns persist over mandatory e-sign and Aadhaar
authentication requirements in online voter registration and mapping. The is-
sue centres on the Election Commission of India’s stated position that Aadhaar
is only an identity document and not proof of citizenship, domicile or date of
birth. The Commission has earlier maintained that Aadhaar alone cannot de-
termine voter eligibility or citizenship.

Concerns have been raised about whether Aadhaar-based e-authentication
should become a basis for rejection, delay or non-processing of applications.
Speaking to Deccan Chronicle, M.A. Mujeeb Ayyub, founder of ADALAH —
Access to Justice Network, said, “If a person is otherwise capable of estab-
lishing identity, residence, family lineage, and legacy electoral linkage through
alternative documentary evidence and field verification, the objective of elec-
toral verification can be achieved without making Aadhaar E-Authentication
compulsory.”

He said excessive reliance upon rigid Aadhaar-based demographic match-
ing may unintentionally result in exclusionary consequences against genuine
electors who have long-standing electoral history and valid supporting records.
Recalling the voter exclusion caused by Aadhaar-voter ID linkage, tech re-
searcher and digital privacy advocate Srinivas Kodali fears that Aadhaar link-
ing may result in genuine voters losing their votes in the ongoing SIR exercise
in Telangana.

“In 2015, the Office of the CEO of Telangana & AP, which was still com-
bined, deleted 40 lakh voters in Telangana alone based on Aadhaar-Voter ID
linking, which was stopped by the Supreme Court. During the 2018 Telangana
Assembly polls, lakhs of people could not vote. But all of this is out of public
memory,” he said. The office of chief electoral officer C. Sudharshan Reddy
has received representations seeking removal of mandatory e-Sign and Aadhaar
linking for online registrations.

P. Rajesh Kumar, chairman of the PCC Election Commission Coordina-
tion Committee, in a representation, sought alternative verification methods,
including submission of scanned self-attested documents such as passports or
proof of age and residence. “Currently, the online enumeration process man-
dates an e-Sign, which frequently requires active Aadhaar linkage. This man-
date is creating a major bottleneck, effectively disenfranchising a large num-
ber of eligible voters,” says Rajesh. He also pointed out that, under prevailing
guidelines, submitting or linking an Aadhaar number is voluntary, even in
hard copy, and not mandatory for voter registration. “Forcing an online sys-
tem architecture that makes e-Sign mandatory directly contradicts this prin-
ciple. It inadvertently makes Aadhaar a prerequisite for completing the online
form. Many NRI voters maintain valid Indian passports but do not possess an
active Aadhaar card, or their registered mobile numbers are not linked to re-
ceive the necessary OTPs while residing abroad,” Rajesh underlined.

ERO directs speedy distribution of enumeration forms Electoral registra-
tion officer Narayan Amit on Wednesday directed officials to complete the
distribution of enumeration forms under the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls within the stipulated timeframe. During field visits, he in-
structed officials to accelerate the pace of work, intensify field-level efforts
and ensure effective inter-departmental coordination for the successful imple-
mentation of SIR-2026. Election observer Jaya Chandra Reddy, assistant elec-
toral registration officers (AEROs) and the BLO Supervisor were also present
during the inspection.

Customs Question Dulquer
Salman Again in Bhutan Ve-
hicle Smuggling Case
| . .

-

Actor Dulquer Salman was questioned by Customs in connection with the
alleged smuggling of luxury vehicles from Bhutan to evade taxes. Officials
have also identified four more vehicles linked to the actor and have directed
him to submit additional documents. Dulquer appeared before the Customs
Preventive Wing at its Kochi office on Tuesday, where he was questioned for
several hours as part of the investigation. The questioning focused on four
vehicles owned by the actor that were earlier seized under Operation Numkhor.
Investigators sought details about the purchase of the vehicles, including from
whom they were bought, the mode of purchase, and the financial transactions
involved. According to reports, Dulquer told officials that he had purchased
the vehicles through legal channels and was unaware that they had allegedly
been brought into India from Bhutan. He also stated that he had already sub-
mitted the relevant vehicle documents to Customs. Officials have now asked
the actor to produce additional records, and he is expected to be questioned
again as the investigation continues.

Relief for Consumers: Commercial LPG, Jet Fuel,
and Fuel Prices Slashed As Global Pressures Ease

New Delhi: Soaring fuel prices in India are all set to fall soon as oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs) on Wednesday started reducing prices for com-
mercial LPG and jet fuel or aviation turbine fuel (ATF) for domestic carriers
due to significant improvements of supply side, while domestic LPG rates
remained unchanged amid easing West Asia conflict. With the reduction of
both commercial LPG and ATF prices, it is expected that food bills across all
eating joints and air travels in the country are set to be cheaper in the coming
days. Providing a big relief to small business houses like restaurants, hotels
and others alike, OMCs have significantly cut the price of 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinders, by Rs 183.50, effective from Wednesday.

After the reduction, now the retail price of LPG in Delhi stands at Rs
2,930 per cylinder. Besides, OMCs have also lowered the price of the 5-kg
free trade LPG (FTL) cylinder by Rs 13. Following the revision, the retail
price of a 5-kg FTL cylinder in Delhi now stands at Rs 808.50. Similarly, the
ATF prices for domestic carriers have been slashed by Rs 5 per litre to Rs 110
per litre from Rs 115 per litre, industry sources said on Wednesday.

As far as the commercial LPG prices are concerned, this marks the first
price cut for 19-kg cylinders this year, while the prices for domestic 14.2-kg
LPG cylinders were left unchanged at Rs 942. The price drop is attributed to
easing global crude oil prices following a ceasefire extension between the US
and Iran, impacting key shipping routes. For jet fuel prices, the government
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introduced an ATF price stabilisation scheme last month, under which partici-
pating airlines could buy jet fuel at a fixed price of Rs 115 per litre for up to
three years. Airlines that do not opt for the scheme continue to pay prevailing
market rates.

Under the mechanism, if benchmark ATF prices rise above the base rate
of Rs 86.32 per litre which is equivalent to a retail price of Rs 115 per litre
after airport charges, oil company margins and applicable taxes, the govern-
ment will provide interest-free advances to oil marketing companies to bridge
the difference. Meanwhile, the sources also said that India’s largest private
fuel retailer, Nayara Energy on Wednesday also announced a significant re-
duction in petrol and diesel prices across its network of more than 7,000 fuel
stations in the country. “Petrol prices have been cut by Rs 5 per litre and diesel
by Rs 3 per litre across its nationwide retail network, becoming the first fuel
retailer in more than two years to reduce pump prices as easing tensions in the
Middle East pushed international crude oil prices lower,” the source said. The
move follows a decline in global crude prices after concerns over supply dis-
ruptions eased with the de-escalation of hostilities in West Asia and the re-
opening of a key maritime route. Nayara had been among the first retailers to
raise fuel prices after the outbreak of the Iran conflict. On March 26, it in-
creased petrol prices by Rs 5 per litre and diesel by Rs 3 per litre.

Seth To Build Tech-Enabled Future-Ready Army

The new Indian Army chief Gen. Dhiraj Seth
on Wednesday asserted that the Indian Army is
a combat-ready and battle-hardened force, fully
prepared and capable of meeting every challenge
in the operational domain. Gen. Seth laid em-
phasis on the Army's modernisation and the plan
to build a technology-enabled, future-ready
force. “I assure every citizen of the country that
the Indian Army is, and will always remain, fully
prepared to protect the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and national interests of our nation,”
Gen. Seth said after the ceremonial Guard of
Honour at the South Block Lawns. The Army
chief laid out his strategy under the acronym
"VIJAY" to build a technology-enabled, future-
ready force that is fully empowered and capable
of operating across multiple domains. “To re-
spond effectively to the evolving security envi-
ronment, we must take forward modernisation
of the Army with renewed energy and firm re-
solve,” he said. Elaborating on “VIJAY”, the
Chief of the Army Staff stated that “V” stands
for vigilance, with a continued focus on main-
taining constant alertness along the borders and
against emerging threats while ensuring a high
level of operational readiness. “I”” stands for
innovation and transformation, with emphasis
on innovation in doctrine, technology and ca-
pability development, in line with the changing
character of warfare.

) . %

W

[5eth To Build Tech-Enab

The Army chief stated that “J” stands for gies, with the larger aim of “winning our wars with indgenous solutions”. Ex-

jointness and integration, highlighting the need
for complete synergy and coordination with the
Air Force and the Navy. He underlined that na-
tional security is not limited to military strength
alone but requires military-civil fusion and a
whole-of-nation approach. This integrated ap-
proach, he said, will also contribute to nation-
building and the national goal of Viksit Bharat
2047. Referring to “A” for "Aatmanirbharta",
Gen. Seth said that the Army will continue to
strengthen indigenous capabilities and technolo-

plaining “Y” as "yodha first", he said that from the Agniveer to the senior-most
veteran, every soldier is a yodha and the greatest strength of the Indian Army. En-
hancing the technological threshold and training standards of soldiers, along with
the welfare, empowerment and professional growth of veterans and Veer Naris,
will remain among his foremost priorities. “I firmly believe that the mantra of
‘JAT’ (jointness, Aatmanirbharta and innovation), given by the Prime Minister for
the armed forces, forms the foundation of my priorities under the acronym ‘VIJAY’
and will guide us towards success. Therefore, my guiding motto will be 'JAI se
VIJAY',” said the Army chief. Gen. Seth also paid his respects to General Upendra
Dwivedi and all former Chiefs of the Army staff, acknowledging their vision and
leadership in shaping the Indian Army into a strong, resilient and trusted force.
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