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TMC's Chandrima Bhattacharya PIVI Mlodi Inaugurates Landmark

Quits as Bengal Chief a Month
After Appointment

Kolkata: In yet another setback for the Mamata Banerjee fac-
tion of the Trinamool Congress, the party's West Bengal state
president Chandrima Bhattacharya stepped down from her posi-
tion on Saturday, barely a month after she was entrusted with the
crucial organisational responsibility in the aftermath of the party's
assembly election debacle. In a letter addressed to the Trinamool
Congress chairperson, Bhattacharya also relinquished responsi-
bilities from all other posts she held in the party, triggering specu-
lations on whether she had severed her ties with the Mamata
Banerjee-led wing of the party for all practical purposes.

Bhattacharya was named state president at the party's national
working committee meeting held at Mamata Banerjee's Kalighat
residence on June 3, replacing senior leader Subrata Bakshi. She
also withdrew herself as the authorised signatory of the accounts
of the TMC and its associate organisations maintained in vari-
ous banks and as Mamata Banerjee's authorised point person to
handle the party's affairs before the Election Commission.

A former minister in the erstwhile Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment — in charge of key departments like Finance and Health as
Minister of State, and a prominent leader of the party who led its
women's wing — Bhattacharya had remained one of the closest
aides of the TMC supremo and her long-term associate. "At the
end I would like to state that I have the highest regards for you
and will remain ever respectful to you," she stated in her resigna-
tion letter.

Talking to reporters, Bhattacharya later clarified that her de-
cision was triggered by Banerjee's over-the-phone admonishment,
blaming her for "allowing the Ritabrata Banerjee-led rebel fac-
tion of the party to take control of the party's Trinamool Bhavan
operational headquarters" in Kolkata. Bhattacharya was present
at her office when the Ritabrata-led rebel faction had walked
into the Trinamool Bhavan on Friday but had left the building
shortly after. The rebel faction leaders held a meeting at the pre-
mises before changing the locks of the main gate and declaring
they would henceforth operate from the premises.

"I was deeply hurt when she (Mamata Banerjee) called me to
say that I have handed over the party office to them (the rebels),
although I do not know how I did that. It is evident that my loy-
alty and trustworthiness were shaken from their roots. This had
never happened in the past. Once those fundamental binding
forces are gone, there is no reason for me to stay in the party or
return to it," Bhattacharya told reporters. Asked whether she
would join the rebel camp, Bhattacharya said, "There's more to
life than this. I am yet to decide the course I will chart".
Bhattacharya, however, refused to comment on the deepening
factional fights within the party and which side she supported on
grounds that "the matters are sub judice either before the Elec-
tion Commission or before the court". Minutes later, Bhattacharya
was seen sitting in a meeting with the rebel camp leaders at the
chamber of Ritabrata Banerjee, the Leader of Opposition, in the
state legislative assembly. Bhattacharya was welcomed at the
assembly gate by the deputy leader of opposition and a promi-
nent member of the rebel camp, Sandipan Saha. Bhattacharya's
move came within weeks of her son, Sourav Basu — a former
Kolkata Municipal Corporation councillor of the TMC — joined
the rebel camp and attended its meetings. Basu was also seen
present at the state assembly huddle. "I will not not comment in
detail about the development that has only just taken place. How-
ever, [ will say this: Her (Bhattacharya's) self-esteem was never
hurt when Mamata Banerjee entrusted her with responsibilities
of key departments in the government. It has only surfaced after
the party lost the polls," Kunal Ghosh, TMC MLA and Mamata-
loyalist, said, taking a jibe at the dissident leader. Bhattacharya,
a three-time MLA of the state, was humbled by BJP's Sourav
Sikdar at the Dum Dum Uttar constituency in the 2026 assembly
elections. Her relinquishment of party positions comes amid the
Trinamool Congress's steady erosion of its top leadership since
its shock defeat in the 2026 assembly elections. Among the most
prominent exits was former Kolkata Mayor and senior minister
Firhad Hakim, who joined the Ritabrata Banerjee-led rebel camp.
Veteran ML A Jawed Khan and senior leader Golam Rabbani also
aligned with the dissident faction, while as many as 20 of the
party's 28 Lok Sabha MPs joined a breakaway group seeking
recognition as a separate parliamentary bloc after merging with
the Nationalist Citizens Party of India and extending support to
the NDA. The rebellion has deepened into an organisational cri-
sis, with the dissident camp staking claim to the party's head-
quarters, symbol and funds, prompting the Election Commis-
sion to begin proceedings on the dispute.
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Pachpadr

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Rajasthan Governor Haribhau Bagde, Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Chief

Greenfield Refinery

2, | |

Minister Bhajanlal Sharma and others during the inauguration of the Pachpadra refinery site, in Balotra.

Jodhpur: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday inaugu-
rated the new terminal building at Jodhpur airport and launched
the modified UDAN Scheme.Modi arrived in Jodhpur and was
received at the airport by Governor Haribhau Bagade, Union
Minister and Jodhpur MP Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, and Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma. ExecutiveBranch The prime minis-
ter unveiled the inauguration plaque by pressing a remote button
and toured the new terminal building.

He also launched the Modified UDAN Scheme. With an allo-
cation of Rs 28,840 crore over the next 10 years, the scheme
aims to accelerate the next phase of aviation-led development.
The revamped scheme focuses on multiple strategic components

PM Modi Inaugurates New Jodhpur Airport Terminal

] |

to ensure comprehensive and sustainable air connectivity. The
new terminal building at Jodhpur airport has been developed at a
total cost of Rs 480 crore. Spread over more than 23,000 square
metres, it is designed to handle up to 20 lakh passengers annu-
ally.

The terminal is equipped with modern passenger amenities to
provide a seamless and comfortable travel experience. Architec-
turally inspired by Rajasthan's royal heritage, the terminal blends
traditional elements such as arches and jharokhas with contem-
porary design. Folk artistes presented cultural performances dur-
ing the prime minister's visit to the new terminal.

France, UK Step Up Strait of Hormuz Security Efforts West Asia

Paris: French President Emmanuel Macron said that France
has deployed mine countermeasures assets to West Asia to help
restore safe navigation through the Strait of Hormuz, while the
United Kingdom and France announced they would work with
Oman to ensure safe passage through the strategic waterway and
stand ready to deploy a wider multinational mission if required.
In a post on X, Macron said, "France has deployed mine counter-
measures assets to the Middle East, including two minehunters
in particular. Accompanied by two frigates and a maritime patrol
aircraft, these assets are ready to contribute, alongside our part-
ners, to the full resumption of navigation and to ensure the safety
of traffic in the Strait of Hormuz." "The signing, on June 17 last,
of the memorandum of understanding between the United States
and Iran constitutes an important step forward for regional sta-
bility, particularly by reaffirming freedom of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz," he added. Macron said France was adapting
its military deployment following discussions with the Sultan of
Oman, Haitham bin Tariq Al Said. "In light of this favourable
development and the changing needs, following the constructive
exchanges I had with the Sultan of Oman, I have decided to adapt
our deployment," he said. He added, "The aircraft carrier Charles

de Gaulle is thus returning to its home port in Toulon, while our
mine countermeasures assets and their escort remain deployed
and ready to intervene alongside our partners." "France remains
fully engaged and will continue to adjust its assets based on the
evolving situation and the region's security needs," Macron said.
In a joint statement issued on Friday (local time), British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and Macron reaffirmed their commitment
to securing navigation through the Strait of Hormuz.

The statement said, "The Strait of Hormuz is a vital artery for
the global economy. Restoring safe transit for ships of all na-
tions through the Strait is a matter of global concern." It added,
"The Sultanate of Oman has agreed to work with the United King-
dom and France to ensure that its sovereign territorial waters are
safe for navigation." "The UK and France also stand ready to
deploy the wider Multinational Military Mission to support free-
dom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz," it further said. "The
United Kingdom and France reaffirm their shared commitment
to regional stability, respect for the sovereignty of all States, and
their willingness to maintain close cooperation with their part-
ners in order to uphold global security, freedom of navigation
and international law," the joint statement said.
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