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IndiGo Launches
‘Lite’ Fare With
Cabin Bag Only

India's largest airline, IndiGo, has introduced a new "Lite" fare for passen-
gers travelling with only cabin baggage, becoming the latest carrier to un-
bundle services in a bid to offer lower ticket prices amid rising operating
costs. History The new fare, launched on Wednesday, will be available for
bookings through IndiGo's direct channels from July 1 and will apply to travel
from July 15. It will be offered on both domestic and international non-stop
flights, covering one-way, round-trip and multi-city journeys.

Under the IndiGo Lite fare, passengers can carry a cabin bag weighing up
to 7 kg and will receive an auto-assigned seat at no additional cost. However,
the fare does not include check-in baggage, allowing travellers to save around
Rs 300-400 on domestic routes, with varying discounts on international sec-
tors. The move comes as Indian airlines grapple with rising operating costs
after the Iran conflict pushed up jet fuel prices, the industry's biggest expense.
Carriers are also dealing with airspace restrictions and intense competition,
prompting them to introduce lower-cost fare options.

Last month, Air India launched a new "Basic" economy fare for domestic
flights aimed at price-conscious travellers. Unlike IndiGo, Air India's lower-
priced fare excludes complimentary onboard meals, offering savings of around
Rs 300-700 depending on the route. History With airfares rising sharply in
recent months, both airlines are seeking to make flying more affordable by
allowing passengers to pay only for the services they use.

Chinese Company Rolls Out
Hyper-Realistic Humanoid

Robots for Companionship
B

e .,’ . AT .

Shenzhen: Their metallic frames covered in supple, lifelike skin, a posse
of new Chinese robots meant for companionship can offer users Al-generated
conversation or a hand to hold, complete with manicured nails. The company
UBTech says its "U1" robot -- equipped with eye cameras, chest sensors, and
listening microphones -- is the world's first full-sized, ultra-realistic human-
oid designed for mass production.Touted as an antidote to loneliness, the ro-
bots are priced at 119,800 yuan ($17,600) for the most basic type and 990,000
yuan ($145,700) for an "Ultra" version with more advanced features. "Our
bionic robots can accompany you for a lifetime," Michael Tam, head of
UBTech's brand UWorld, said Tuesday at a launch event in the southern Chi-
nese tech hub Shenzhen. "It will never betray you, will always be loyal to you,
and will love you unconditionally."

If you pay enough, the androids' hair, face and outfits can be customised to
resemble a loved one, a celebrity, or an imaginary character. Male and female
Uls can speak through an artificial intelligence tool programmed by the com-
pany to offer soothing words if it detects fatigue or stress, and get to know its
user over time. The product is mainly aimed at single people and those aged
over 60 -- a "colossal market" in China of around 120 and 320 million respec-
tively, according to Tam.

"These people have a great need for companionship," he said. UBTech
says it has already had more than 13,300 pre-orders, with deliveries due to
start in September. Niche market Robotics is a booming sector worldwide,
and Chinese startups have raced ahead in recent years, helped in part by their
access to the country's existing supply chains. The basic Ul can move its
head, eyes and mouth, and has a battery life of up to four hours -- but it doesn't
do housework or cooking, and its skills do not extend to the bedroom either.

It is not designed to offer intimate relations, at least "for now", UBTech
says. But it can discuss users' daily concerns, remind them to take medication
and help spot potential health problems, or even propose watching a World
Cup match together. Generative Al is also being deployed elsewhere in an
effort to ease loneliness, especially among elderly populations. In South Ko-
rea, cuddly ChatGPT-powered dolls are used in some care homes, while a
lamp-like AI device called ElliQ offers similar companionship and safety-
monitoring services. Lian Jye Su, a Singapore-based chief analyst at Omdia,
told AFP that he does see "value in a companion robot, albeit in a niche mar-
ket" such as elderly care or mental wellness. But "they have to pass the 'un-
canny valley' test to appear physically and emotionally acceptable", with cur-
rent models perhaps too off-putting to sell well, Su said, referring to the phe-
nomenon in which interactions with artificial objects are so human-like it trig-
gers unease.

Anantapur: Prez Murmu Urges Students To
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Anantapur: President Droupadi Murmu on Wednesday said
students should use their learning to empower the underprivi-
leged. Addressing the first convocation of the Central University
of Andhra Pradesh in Anantapur, the president said students have
a responsibility to give back to society. "You have the responsi-
bility to give back to society. Let your learning become a source
of strength for the underprivileged," Murmu said.

The President said that our learning-oriented, resilient and
innovative youth are our precious national assets. By combining
their knowledge with creativity, determination and a sense of

- - o —

India's June Crude Oil Imports Hit Record High

India imported 4.93 million barrels per day (bpd) of crude oil in June, the
highest volume for the month on record, despite geopolitical tensions in West
Asia, according to data and analysis from energy intelligence firm
Kpler.Russian crude imports rose to around 2.6 million bpd during the month,
reinforcing Russia's position as India's largest oil supplier, Kpler analyst Sumit
Ritolia said. GeographicReference Russian supplies made up for more than
half of the country's overall imports in June, up from 36.5 per cent in May
when it had imported 2.13 million bpd from Moscow, according to Kpler
data.

Russia has been India's largest crude supplier since 2022-23, as Indian refin-
ers increased purchases of discounted Russian oil after many European buy-
ers reduced imports following Moscow's invasion of Ukraine. The record
import volumes underscore India's ability to maintain crude supplies through
diversified sourcing even as conflict in West Asia raised concerns over global
energy shipments and briefly pushed up oil prices.

"India's crude imports have quietly demonstrated remarkable resilience over
the past 100 days. Over the past 100 days, India has arguably been one of the
best-positioned major importers, successfully maintaining crude inflows
through proactive diversification and procurement strategies," he said. Indian
refiners have largely secured crude supplies through the first half of August,
as cargoes are typically booked one to two months in advance, Ritolia said.
That leaves refiners with limited immediate need for additional purchases
even if geopolitical risks persist.

"India imported 4.93 million bpd of crude in June, the highest June volume on
record, despite heightened geopolitical tensions in the Middle East. At the
same time, Russian crude imports climbed to around 2.6 million bpd, reaf-
firming Russia's position as India's largest and most important crude supplier,”
he said. The ability to sustain record import levels while increasing purchases

Use Learning To Empower Underprivileged
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responsibility, our youth can transform challenges into opportu-
nities and contribute to building a more inclusive and prosper-
ous India. India is moving confidently towards becoming a de-
veloped nation by 2047. This vision of Viksit Bharat can be
realised only through the energy, talent and commitment of our
youth, she said. According to the president, a convocation marks
a defining moment and the culmination of years of perseverance
and hard work. She expressed confidence that the Central Uni-
versity of Andhra Pradesh would emerge as a centre of excel-
lence.

from Russia underscores the success of Indian refiners in diversifying supply
and managing refinery economics, he added. Looking ahead, global crude
supplies are expected to remain adequate, supported by higher exports from
Africa, Russia and Venezuela, increased output by OPEC+ producers and the
continued movement of oil through the Strait of Hormuz, he said. The recent
decline in international crude prices also suggests the market is becoming less
concerned about near-term supply disruptions. Ritolia said he does not expect
a meaningful resumption of Iranian crude imports into India in the near term.
While one or two opportunistic cargoes could arrive in July or August, refin-
ers are already largely covered for feedstock requirements through early Au-
gust. Any sustained return of Iranian crude would depend on the regulatory
environment after the current sanctions waiver expires on August 21, he said.
India, the world's third-largest importer and consumer of crude oil, meets more
than 88 per cent of its oil requirement through imports and has sharply in-
creased purchases of discounted Russian crude since 2022. "Looking ahead,
India's crude import position also appears comfortable. Refiners typically pro-
cure crude cargoes one to two months in advance, implying that feedstock
requirements through August are largely secured. Beyond that, the global sup-
ply outlook remains supportive,”" Ritolia said. Rising exports from Africa,
Russia, and Venezuela, together with higher OPEC+ production and contin-
ued crude flows through the Strait of Hormuz, should provide ample sourcing
options. The recent decline in crude prices also suggests that the market is
increasingly comfortable with supply availability (as for now at least) despite
lingering geopolitical risks, he said. "Overall, India's crude import portfolio
remains well diversified, well balanced, and adequately covered. Unless there
is a material disruption to global physical supplies, Indian refiners are well
positioned to meet crude requirements while continuing to optimise procure-
ment economics," he added.
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