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LGBTQ+ Cruise Denied
Entry to Egypt After
Turkey Rejection

i .8 E,,.ji;r:ta
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A Mediterranean cruise carrying thousands of LGBTQ+ travellers, most
of them gay men, was denied entry to Egypt after Turkish authorities had
already barred the vessel from docking at two scheduled ports, forcing re-
peated itinerary changes. The Virgin Voyages Scarlet Lady, chartered by
Atlantis Events for a 10-night Mediterranean cruise that departed Athens on
July 5, was turned away from Alexandria just hours before its scheduled ar-
rival, according to Atlantis Events President and CEO Rich Campbell.

"We were given full approval to arrive in Egypt and just four hours before
we picked up the pilot and customs officers we were told that the ship would
not be allowed to enter the harbor," Campbell said in an email to USA TO-
DAY. He added that no explanation was provided for the decision. The Alex-
andria stop had been added after Turkish authorities refused permission for
the ship to dock at the planned ports of Kusadasi and Istanbul, reportedly
citing "moral standards," according to Atlantis Events.

Passengers were informed through the ship's onboard app that Scarlet
Lady had been denied entry into Egyptian waters and that the company was
working to secure an alternative destination. The cruise operator expressed
disappointment over the repeated disruptions, while Egyptian port authorities
had not responded to requests for comment at the time of reporting. A Medi-
terranean cruise carrying thousands of LGBTQ+ travellers, most of them gay
men, was denied entry to Egypt after Turkish authorities had already barred
the vessel from docking at two scheduled ports, forcing repeated itinerary
changes.

The Virgin Voyages Scarlet Lady, chartered by Atlantis Events for a 10-
night Mediterranean cruise that departed Athens on July 5, was turned away
from Alexandria just hours before its scheduled arrival, according to Atlantis
Events President and CEO Rich Campbell. "We were given full approval to
arrive in Egypt and just four hours before we picked up the pilot and customs
officers we were told that the ship would not be allowed to enter the harbor,"
Campbell said in an email to USA TODAY. He added that no explanation was
provided for the decision.

The Alexandria stop had been added after Turkish authorities refused
permission for the ship to dock at the planned ports of Kusadasi and Istanbul,
reportedly citing "moral standards," according to Atlantis Events. Passengers
were informed through the ship's onboard app that Scarlet Lady had been
denied entry into Egyptian waters and that the company was working to se-
cure an alternative destination. The cruise operator expressed disappointment
over the repeated disruptions, while Egyptian port authorities had not responded
to requests for comment at the time of reporting.

Spain Wildfire Kills 12
Amid Extreme Heat

A wildfire killed 12 people in southern Spain as soaring tem-
peratures gripped much of the country, Spanish authorities said
early Friday. Several victims of the fire in Los Gallardos were
found inside burnt-out vehicles, local media reported. Six others
have been injured in the blaze, which 150 firefighters were bat-
tling. The fire broke out in a hamlet in a semi-arid area near the
Sierra de Los Filabres mountains. Authorities have not confirmed
the cause of the fire, but said people who called to report it said
that a fallen power line had sparked a blaze that spread rapidly
into a nearby forest. Spain’s military emergency unit, which is
deployed in major emergencies, was due to join firefighting ef-
forts in the coming hours. The fire also led to road closures, while
1,000 residents were evacuated, according to emergency services.
Regional authorities said the fire was the deadliest the region
had seen to date. Juan Manuel Moreno, the regional leader of the
southern Andalusia region, wrote on X that “Our hearts are heavy
and we are devastated by grief."

Spain has battled frequent and severe heatwaves in recent
years, with temperatures often exceeding 40°C (104°F). Wind,
high temperatures and little rainfall help small wildfire grow into
unchecked blazes. In June, Spain experienced several days of
record-setting heat , with over 1,000 excess deaths attributed to
heat. Parts of Western Europe are facing their third heatwave in
six weeks.Europe is the world’s fastest-warming continent, with
temperatures increasing twice as fast as the global average since
the 1980s, according to the European Union’s Copernicus Cli-
mate Change Service. Globally, 2025 was the third-hottest year
on record, bringing several intense heatwaves across Europe.
Scientists warn that climate change caused in part by the burning
of fuels like gasoline, oil and coal is exacerbating the frequency
and intensity of heat and dryness, making certain regions more
vulnerable to wildfires.

Hormuz Lesson: India's ONGC Expands Strategic

Oil Storage With New Mangalore Reserve

e
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NEW DELHI: India's top explorer Oil and Natural Gas Corp
will build a 1.75 million metric ton (MT) national strategic pe-
troleum reserve in Mangalore, the company said ?in a stock ex-
change filing late Thursday. India, the world's third biggest oil
importer and consumer, was hit hard by the blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz after Israel-U.S. attacks on Iran. About a fifth of the
world's energy ?supplies pass through the waterway.

India is enhancing ?its energy cooperation with countries,
including the United Arab Emirates and Japan, to ?strengthen its
emergency stockpile. ONGC would seek the federal government's
permission for commercial use of the storage to be built in "na-
tional interest", it said in the filing. New Delhi already allows
commercial use of a part of its strategic storage built ?at three
locations - Mangalore, Padur and Vizag - in southern India to
?store up to 5.33 MT of crude. These storage facilities are man-

aged by the ?government-owned ?Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves Ltd.

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd, a subsidiary of
ONGC, operates a 300,000 barrel per day refinery in Mangalore.
It has already leased half of the 1.5 MT Mangalore SPR, while
the ?remaining capacity is ?leased to Abu ?Dhabi National Oil
Co. of the UAE. During Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to the UAE earlier this ?year, ADNOC announced plans to
increase crude oil storage ?in ?India to up to 30 million barrels.
ADNOC also announced that the UAE would explore potential
crude storage at Fujairah as part of India's strategic reserve. In-
dia also plans to build 4 MT of strategic ?storage at Chandikhol
in the eastern state of Odisha and a new 2.5 MT facility at Padur
in southern India.

Odisha Makes Aadhaar Mandatory for Ve-
hicle Registration, Ownership Transfer

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Transport Department has made
Aadhaar authentication mandatory for new vehicle registrations
and transfer of ownership, introducing a stricter verification
mechanism to strengthen accountability and improve the trace-
ability of vehicle owners in cases of accidents, crimes and other
legal investigations. Under a revised Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP), applicants seeking registration of new vehicles or
transfer of ownership must furnish Aadhaar along with valid proof
of address and other prescribed documents. Transport officials
have been directed to conduct thorough verification of all sub-
mitted documents before processing any application.

According to the department, no application for vehicle reg-
istration or transfer of ownership will be approved without proper
verification of the applicant's identity and residential address.
The measure is aimed at preventing registrations using fake iden-
tities, forged documents or incorrect addresses. Officials said the
new verification protocol would enable law enforcement agen-
cies to identify and trace vehicle owners more efficiently during

investigations involving road accidents, criminal offences and
other violations. The department has also warned that vehicles
found operating without mandatory documents, including valid
registration and other statutory requirements, could face seizure
and legal action under the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act.
Fresh instructions have been issued to all Regional Transport
Offices (RTOs) and enforcement wings across the state to en-
sure strict implementation of the revised SOP. Officials handling
registration and ownership transfer applications have been made
responsible for verifying supporting documents at every stage,
with accountability fixed for lapses in the approval process.

The directive comes as the transport department continues
its enforcement drive against violations relating to vehicle fit-
ness certificates, insurance coverage, permits and other statutory
compliances. Officials said the strengthened verification system
is expected to enhance transparency in vehicle registration, curb
fraudulent practices and facilitate quicker identification of ve-
hicle owners whenever required by enforcement agencies.
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