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Wayanad Mudslide Manmade, Konkan Rail-

g A vl B ~SARV TN
Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala Minister T Siddique on Tuesday said the in-
cident at the Kalladi tunnel project site was not a natural landslide but a "man-
made landslide" caused by the unscientific dumping of excavated earth. Ad-
dressing reporters, Siddique said six persons injured in the incident -- Kiran
Kumar, Dileep, Suraj Yadav, Sanjay Thakur, Rajneesh and Tanmay Ghosh --
were admitted to WIMS Hospital, and all of them were in stable condition.

"This is not a natural landslide. It is a man-made landslide. It happened
due to the unscientific dumping of excavated earth," he said. “Railway Offi-
cials Ignored Prior Warnings” The minister said concerns over the manner in
which excavated earth was being dumped at the site had been raised earlier
after heavy rains in Wayanad. The mudslide has happened at the tunnel drill-
ing site near the Meeenakshi bridge in Kalladi. The Anakkampoyil - Kalladi -
Meppadi Tunnel, termed as Meppadi tunnel project is being constructed by
the Kerala Government, via an SPV agreement with Konkan Railway Corpo-
ration Limited (KRCL) .

Directions had been issued earlier to Konkan Railway officials, who are
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constructing the tunnel, directing them to remove the accumulated earth and
stop work temporarily, he said. "The state government will examine why this
happened and why the earlier directions were not followed," Siddique said.
He said that the mud was dumped in a similar fashion at the Wayanad Town-
ship project, where houses are constructed for the survivors of the 2024 land-
slide.

He said Wayanad received 256 mm of rainfall in the last 24 hours. Siddique
said an NDRF team from Meenangadi had reached the site and another team
from Kozhikode had also been asked to proceed to Wayanad. Fire and Rescue
Services personnel had already begun rescue operations. The minister said
the Wayanad District Collector had reached the spot and Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority Chairman Sekhar Kuriakose had been asked to coor-
dinate the rescue operations at all levels. He said authorities had begun efforts
to ascertain whether more people were trapped under the debris. Siddique
said Revenue Minister A P Anil Kumar and he were proceeding to Wayanad to
oversee the situation.

India to Develop Indonesia's EVMs,

Export Astra Missiles

Jakarta: Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Indonesia is expected to
have big outcomes, sources told ANI. In a big endorsement of India's election
management model, India will support development of Indonesia-specific
EVMs. After the proven success of India's air-to-air missile power in Opera-
tion Sindoor, Indonesia has decided to import Indian Astra missiles, sources
familiar with the matter revealed.

To strengthen the critical mineral supply chain, India will invest in the
manufacturing of steel, nickel and rare earth permanent magnets in Indonesia.
Indonesia is expanding its BrahMos inventory, with India set to support the
country with more missile batteries. India and Indonesia are also set to jointly
develop Sabang Port, which overlooks the Strait of Malacca and is about 100
miles from India's Great Nicobar port project, according to the sources.

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi signed the guestbook
upon meeting Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto at Istana Merdeka (Presi-
dential Palace). Both leaders were seen shaking hands and exchanging cordial
smiles. PM Modi was accorded a grand ceremonial welcome upon his arrival
in Jakarta, marking the commencement of his official state visit aimed at deep-
ening bilateral ties and strengthening strategic cooperation between the two
nations. "Prime Minister @narendramodi was accorded a grand ceremonial
welcome at the Istana Merdeka, the Presidential Palace in Jakarta. The visit
marks a significant step in advancing the India-Indonesia Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership, opening new avenues for cooperation across priority sec-
tors while reinforcing the deep trust, shared values and enduring friendship
that bind the two countries," the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a
post on X.

PM Modi also thanked Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto for the
welcome, saying, "Thank you for the warm welcome at the Istana Merdeka."
The Prime Minister arrived in Indonesia on Monday, launching the opening

U _ BN S i
leg of his three-nation diplomatic visit with a ceremonial reception that in-
cluded an escort by Indonesian Air Force fighter jets and a personal welcome
from President Prabowo at the airport. Military fighter jets escorted the Prime
Minister's aircraft as it entered Indonesian airspace before he was formally
received by President Prabowo and greeted with a traditional cultural dance
performance. The visit, taking place from July 6 to 8 at the invitation of Presi-
dent Prabowo, marks PM Modi's fourth visit to Indonesia and the first bilat-
eral visit since the two countries elevated their ties to a Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership in 2018. The visit is expected to further strengthen bilateral
defence and maritime cooperation. Security ties between New Delhi and Jakarta
have grown significantly in recent years through high-level exchanges, joint
military exercises, defence industry collaboration, and Indonesia's acquisi-
tion of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles.

China Landslide Kills 5, Leaves 12 Trapped

Five people were killed and 12 others re-
mained trapped after a landslide in north-
western China, state media said Tuesday. The
landslide shortly before 7 a.m. buried 33
people in Nanhe township of Longnan city in
Gansu province, according to the official
Xinhua News Agency. The cause was unclear.
| Photos and video posted online by state

*ﬁ?_‘\ and rescuers on mounds of earth in an other-

A wise heavily wooded green area. The sky
appeared sunny and clear. Authorities relo-
cated residents while rescue operations were
underway.

Former CM Panneerselvam
Calls Party Switch Claims
| Rumours

Theni: Former Chief Minister and DMK legislator O Panneerselvam on
Ill"uesday dismissed as "rumour" claims making the rounds on social media
that he was toying with the idea of quitting the Dravidian party and joining the
ruling TVK. Unfortunately, the current highlight of the political scenario in
Tamil Nadu is all about leaders switching loyalties, he said and denounced
'what he called, "the betrayal of the people's trust."
| When asked on claims spreading on social media that he was considering
!quitting the DMK and join the TVK, he told PTT: "This is a rumour and politi-
fcal mischief-makers are behind this. It is a rumour, plain and simple. There is
nothing more to it. Hence, the claim does not warrant scrutiny at all."
Panneerselvam reiterated his praise for the DMK and asserted that it is "the
[parent body, the fountainhead of the Dravidian parties in Tamil Nadu."
| He belongs to such an outfit. Hence, "Cheap rumours must not be spread.
People have already started commenting about this (TVK) government," he
said and without elaborating, said he hoped for dramatic political changes
soon. Three-time ATADMK Chief Minister Panneerselvam, who was expelled
from the party in 2022, joined the DMK on February 27, 2026 in the presence
of the then Chief Minister M K Stalin.

Shatrughan Sinha Backs
Prashant Kishor in Bihar
Bypoll

Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP Shatrughan Sinha on Tuesday urged
people, cutting across caste, creed and party affiliations, to support Jan Suraaj
Party founder Prashant Kishor in the Bankipur assembly by-election in
Bihar.The Bankipur Assembly by-election will be held on July 30, and votes
polled will be counted on August 3. Jan Suraaj Party founder Prashant Kishor
is contesting the bypoll to the assembly seat which was vacated by BJP presi-
dent Nitin Nabin, who was elected to Rajya Sabha.

"Political Dhamaka in Bihar!!!! The most deserving, visionary, an intel-
lectual par excellence, a man of the masses, most loved, admired and talked
about personality in totality, Prashant Kishor, at last has jumped into the fray
and has created a real sensation in political circle and in public, all over the
country, by entering into the by-elections," Sinha wrote in his X post. Sinha
said that being a "Bihari Babu", he found this news to be "politically interest-
ing" and "explosive". "T hope, wish and pray that people in general, and younger
generation in particular, would/ could/ and should/ support him cutting across
caste, creed and party affiliations," the MP from Asansol added.

Modi Conferred Indonesia's Highest
Civilian Honour Bintang Adipurna

Jakarta: Indonesia President Prabowo Subianto on Tuesday announced
that Indonesia has conferred its highest honour '‘Bintang Adipurna’ of the Re-
public of Indonesia' medal of honour upon PM Modi. The Bintang Republik
Indonesia (Star of the Republic of Indonesia) is Indonesia's highest order
awarded to both civilians and the military for their merits to the republic and
the people. It was officially instituted in 1959. This award is given to indi-
viduals who have rendered exceptional service to the unity, continuity and
prosperity of the Republic of Indonesia. Established in 1959, the "Bintang
Republik Indonesia Adipurna" represents the pinnacle of civilian and military
recognition conferred by the Republic of Indonesia. This prestigious decora-
tion is reserved for individuals who have demonstrated exceptional dedica-
tion to safeguarding the integrity, viability, and greatness of the Indonesian
nation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked Indonesia for the on warm
welcome upon his arrival to Jakarta.He shared snippets of his welcome in a
post on X.PM Modi said, "Thank you for the warm welcome at the Istana
Merdeka!"PM Modi was accorded a grand ceremonial welcome at the Istana
Merdeka, the Presidential Palace in Jakarta.

Official Spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs, Randhir Jaiswal
said the visit marks a significant step in advancing the India-Indonesia Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership. In a post on X, the MEA said, "Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was accorded a grand ceremonial welcome at the Istana
Merdeka, the Presidential Palace in Jakarta. The visit marks a significant step
in advancing the India-Indonesia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, open-
ing new avenues for cooperation across priority sectors while reinforcing the
deep trust, shared values and enduring friendship that bind the two
countries."PM Modi's visit to Indonesia is expected to have big outcomes,
sources told ANIL.
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